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CONTINUED 


þ 
F rom the Primitive to the Preſent Times: 


With a ſerions and impartial Examination 


of the Reaſons aſlign'd for the Practice by 
our Modern Divines : 


I? IN OR DER 


To obviate SUPERSTI TION in our Publick 
Devotion, to remove from it all Party-Diſtinfion 
and unneceſſary Objections, and to aſſert the Principles 


of the Reformation; by reducing the Ceremonies of 
Churchmen to the Standard of the Church.. 


To which are prefix'd , 


Some Thoudlica by way of PREFACE concerning 
dhe proper Uſe of Ridicule in Controverſies til d Rel "ious. 
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To the Right Honourable 


PETER Lord KING, 


Baron of OcRk HAM, 


Lord High Chancellor 
of Great Britain. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 


H' the noble Author of 
8 * the Advancement of Learn- 
<7 ing gives but little Encou- 
ragement to Modern Dedications, 
and obſerves withal, that . Books, 
« ſuch as are worthy the Name of 
« Books, ought to have no Patron 
« but Truth and Reaſon; yet does 
he not diſapprove of the Manner 
of the Antients, who in dedicating 
A 2 «=. tek 
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DEDICATION. 


their Labours had regard to the 
Relation, the Fitneſs and Propriety 
of the Argument to the Perſon. 


Now it ſo happens, My Lord, 
that the D;/gui/ition I have engag'd 
in, owes its Original (as has been elſe- 
where acknowledg'd *) to an Eu- 
guiry,which the World has long ſince 
aſcrib'd to your Lordſhip. 1 will 
alſo be readily granted, Ke I could 
not poſſibly have addreſs'd myſelf 
to a more competent and proper 
Judge of the Matters therein con- 
tain'd: fince your Lordſhip is by 
all allow'd to be Maſter of the Con- 
ſtitution, as well of the Primitive, as 
of our preſent Church, and that, 
both conſider'd, in a degree pecu- 
liarly your own. 


As the Practice here treated of 
will now fully appear to be much 
more popular than rational, my En- 


— 


= Anatomy of the KEBLA, p. 3c. 
deavours, 


DEDICATION. 
deavours, I hope, to ſet it in a true 
Light will find a favourable Recep- 
tion in general from Thoſe, who re- 
tain a juſt Concern for the Reaſon- 
ableneſs of their Devotion; and are 
not yet fix'd in the Opinion, that 
« in Matters of Religion, ' Reaſon 
« ought to be refign'd to Cuſtom.” 


Tnar Ihave not been able indeed 
to reduce a Diſcourſe of this nature 
intoa much narrower compaſs, may 
ſeem to need ſome Apology: what 
J have to offer is, that it hath been 
owing, in part, to a Demonſtration, 
which the Purſuit of my Subject 
hath led me to attempt; that the 
Primitive Chriſtians had no Notion 
of praying, or profeſſing their Faith 
towards an Altar; and that, even 
to the Fifth Century, the General di- 
tuation of Churches was directly the 
Reverſe of what we now behold. 
Some Addition alſo has been occa- 
ſion'd by the incidental Proof of the 

Spuriouſ- 
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Spuriouſneſs of the Cinflitutions that 
go under the Name of the Aþo/tles. 
In fine, there are few Points per- 
haps of Sacred Antiquity, how lit- 
tle ſoever the preſent has hitherto 
been cultivated, which will be 
found more productive of Enter- 
tainment for the Curious, or In- 
ſtruction for the Inquiſitive after 
Knowledge; and this in a Caſe 


which has had no ſmall Influence 


upon the Faith and Practice of all 
Ages. But of the whole your Lord- 
ſhip will beſt determine; for whoſe 
Deciſion in all Things no Man can 


*have greater Regard and Reverence 


than, 
My Lonrn, 


Your Lordſhip's 
Moft Humble, and moſt 


Devoted Servant, 


WILLIAM AspLIN. 
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PREFACE. 


0 ſoner did the former Part of this 
| iv Diſquiſition appear in the World, 
. E W but I was immediately importun'd 

F Some, and proved by Others, 
to bring it down to the preſent Times: But 
the Reſolution 1 had taken was, in the firſt 
place, patiently to abide the more mature Fudg- 
ment of the Publick, whether I had eſpous'd 
the right Side of the Queſtion. 
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THIS I have ſince found determin'd in 
the affirmative, and that by the Learned and 
Candid even amongſt thoſe whoſe Inclinations 
led them another way. But when I was thus 
entirely ſatisfied as to the Merits of the Cauſe, 
there aroſe an Objection of the tendereſt a- 
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ture againſt all farther Proſecution of it ; the 
Ceremony 1 had attempted to explode be- 
ing at this Day, it ſeems, countenanc'd by the 


ſolemn Obſervation of not a few of the Right 


Reverend Fathers of our Church, for whoſe Of- 
fice and Perſons no Man has greater Venera- 
tion than myſelf, nor can be leſs fond of a Con- 
teſt that may affect their Practice. 


HERE then was TI ſome time ſuſpended be- 
twixt Regard to my Subject, and Reſpeft to 
my Superiours ; when, upon farther Enquiry, 
TI was at laſt given to underſtand, that not 
One of this high Order did expreſs any par- 
ticular Zeal for the Point opposd, or had 
given the leaſt Encouragement (whatever might 


be pretended) for its Defence; that the Prac- 


tice was rather imposd by Cuſtom, than ob- 
ſerv'd of Choice; and that their Lordſhips 
probably would not be diſpleaſed io find them- 
ſelves freed from the Impoſition, provided it 
were done in a ſerious and ſubmiſſive Man- 
ner, not inflam'd by the Application of Wit 
and Ridicule, which, however juſt in them- 
ſelves, are too often provoking to thoſe on whom 
they fall ; that moreover, the more ſeriouſly 
any thing was urg*d againſt Superſtition, ſo 
much the better. | 


THIS, as it was matter of Satisfaction 10 


me, in that I found myſelf at liberty to pur- 


ſue a Subject, wherein not only my own Repu- 
tation, but (as for Reaſons above ſpecified * I 
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* Vide Title-Page. 
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took it) the genuine Conſtitution of the Church 
of England, he Good of Religion in ge- 
neral, and even the Publick Welfare it/zlf in 
ſome meaſure were concern d: So, on the other 
hand, I began much to reflect, wherein I might 
moſt probably be thought to have prejudic'd a 
right Cauſe by a wrong Management, how 
beſt to do it juſtice in what remain d, and, if 
p0//ible, to convince without Offence ; which, 
whatever Effect it may have upon ſome par- 
ticular Perſons, is the general Deſign f this 
Second Part. 125 | 


BUT here I would beg leave to premiſe 
That though, in order to what is propos d, T 
may, in Prudence, recede from my former 
Method, yet can 1 not, in Juſtice, condemn 
it: The Publick has alſo ſeen it vindicated, 
and that, as far as yet appears, paſt all Dij- 
Pute, in a Leiter to a Prelate of the firſt 
Eminence both in our Church and State: To 
what has been there offer*d concerning the Uſe 
of Ridicule upon certain Subjects calPd Reli- 
gious, 1 ſhall take the Opportunity of this Pre- 
Face, once for all, briefly to add ſome Reflec- 
tions of a different Turn of Thought, 


FOR the right flating of the Queſtion, the 
only Favour I would defire of NN 1— 
to diſtinguiſh betwixt making Things ridicu- 
lous, and ſhewing them ſo to be. To de- 
ſeribe Things in their proper Characters, and 
make them appear to be what they are, be the 
Subject what it will, to me ſeems the Right 
and Duty of every Man, who profeſſes to treat 

3 br” 
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of it : For which reaſon, whoever pretends 10 
exerciſe the Talent of Ridicule upon Matters 
which have nothing in them that is really ri- 
diculous, does manifeſt Injuſtice to his Subject, 
and his Crime will be the ſame with regard to 
Things, as Defamation with regard 10 Per- 
ſons; He deſerves not the Name of a Writer, 
but Libeller : Nor will this Crime receive a 
little Agoravation when commilted againſt Things 
Sacred, which have a natural Claim not only 
to our Reſpect but Reverence. 


BY the ſame Rule alſo, for any one con- 
ſciouſiy to repreſent Ridiculous Things as Ra- 
tional or Sacred, muſt be à very criminal 
Abuſe of the Faculties that God has given 
him: *Tis Iu pos rukE, and ImPIETyY : *tis 


deluding Man, and trifling with God. 


IN a word then ; Jam for no Miſrepreſen- 
tations, on either Side; but would that in our 
Searches after Truth every Thing ſhould be 
plac'd in its juſt Light, let it appear decent or 
deform'd, She Object of our Devotion or Deriſion. 


*'TIS upon this footing a right reverend 
and learned Author has of late ſo juſtly vin- 
dicated the Antient Chriſtian Apologiſts, viz. 
% That if Some of them expos'd the Gentile 


% Superſtitions, it was with a Ridicule into 


* which their Religious Follies naturally fell 


<< even by a bare Deſcription of them.” And 

thus likewiſe he proceeds to vindicate the Re- 

formers for repreſenting with an Air of Plea- 

Jantry the Superſtitions of Popery, ſaying 
1 
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« It was no wonder, ſince they were ridiculous 
in themſelves.” His Lordſhip adds indeed, 
that if either the Fathers or Reformers have 
carried the Matter too far, He does not de- 
fend them. In which alſo I cannot but think 
him extremely right, there being no Man who 
leſs approves, or, ſtrictly ſpeaking, more abhors 
than myſelf a Ridicule which is either not 
founded upon Reaſon, or not contain'd within 
the Bounds that Reaſon preſcribes. In ſhort, 
All I conceive worth contending for in this 
Way, is only (and that where the Subject de- 
ſerves no more Ceremony) the Sober Ule of a 
Rational Ridicule. 


THESE laſt Words I am not unſenſible 
may ſound in the Ears of many as a Contra- 
diction, it being a Sort of Vulgar Error, that 
REASON and RipicuLE are Things of a quite 
different nature, and inconſiſtent with each other : 
whereas, if duly conſider'd, true and juſt Ridi- 
cule will appear to be one of the fineſt and 
politeſt Species of Reaſoning, being no other 
than Argumentum ex Abſurdo, a Toptck which 
the greateſt Logicians in all Ages have recom- 
mended to others, and had recourſe to them- 
ſelves. Were I indeed worthy to be add, what 
an Author ought moſt to value himfelf upon: I 
ſhould ſay, at once, The Syllogiſm of his Wri- 
tings: But as it bas been not injudiciouſly re- 
marked of Pindar, * that He has at the Bot- 
« tom as much Logick as Ariſtotle or Euclid, 
« the ſome Criticts have thought him mad: 
So may it be affirmed alſo there are Pieces of 


the diverting Kind, which will as eaſily be 
a 2 reduc d 
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PREFACE. 


reduc'd into Mood and Figure as Compoſitions 
of a more;formal Aſpect. Such therefore muſt 
neceſſarily be the Produft of what we call 
Good Senſe; and, though the Clue may not 
be viſible to 22 Eye, will be oſten found 
to have been conducted by a clear and ſoun 
udgment. Truth, ſaid one, will nine 
* laugh when She ſpeaks :** Yet, may 
add, ought She to be reſpeted in whatever 
Shape or Form, with whatever Air ſhe ap- 
Pears, 


AS to the Efficacy of the Manner in di/- 
pute; a late very good and allow'd Judge of 
Mankind gives us to underſtand it was owing 
to his Excellence this way, that Socrates be- 
came one of the greateſt Propagators of 
Morality in the Heathen World. The Pre- 
ference that Horace jo long ſince gave it to 
the oppoſite Manner in Matters of Importance, 
ſeems to have met with the general Approba- 
tion of the Criticks in every ſucceeding Age; 
and One of the greateſt and graveſt of the pre- 
ſent has not ſcrupled to make this Conceſſion—— 
« Rallery, I own, is ſometimes more ſucceſs- 
& full in deſtroying impertinent Opinions, than 
« Serious Argument.“ Which gives me bc- 
caſion to infer, that, ſince of all others, Reli- 
gious Impertinences, or (as the Right Re- 
verend Author above-cited juſtly ſtiles them) 
Religious Follies are — to be the moſt ob- 
ſtinale, they wil! need the moſt eſfectual Re- 
medies: Superſtition deaf to the Still Voice 
of Reaſon, tho* divine, dreads only the brisker 
Airs of Rallery: and though *tis a Spirit of 

| that 
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that Kind which goes not out by Conviftion of 
Argument, frequent Experience has ſhewn, it 
cannot ſtand the Dint of Laughter, 


THE Primitive Fathers ſeem to have had 
a juſt Senſe of this Truth, when, as the in- 
genious Dr, Main obſerves, ** They made uſe 
« even of Lucian's Arguments to banter down ' 
« the Heathen Gods; and that to him it is wwe 
*© owe, in part, our common Chriſtianity.” — 
Nor is it difficult to account for theſe great 
and good Effects of the Manner now before 
us: they have generally been aſcrib'd to the 
PLEASURE that attends it; to which I ſhall 
add a Cauſe of another Conſideration - 
One of the greateſt Reſtraints Nature has laid 
upon the Minds of Men is that of SAE; 
and as it muſt be a very ſenſible Reproach for 
Creatures pretending to Reaſon to eſpouſe No- 
tions that are Ridiculous, to ſhew them to be 
ſuch muſt be a very proper Method to re- 
form them ; eſpecially where Religion is con- 
cern'd, which, above all things, ought to be Ra- 
tional. | 


AT the ſame time it muſt be own*®d, this 
moſt agreeable and uſeful Method of Convic- 
tion is not without its Enemies; nor can it 
be denied that the ſtrongeſt and moſt violent 
Prejudices have been raid, and ſtill are car- 
ried on againſt it: inſomuch that ſome (pro- 
feſſing Chriſtianity) ſcruple not to pronounce it 
* a ſure Mark of a profane and atheiſtical 
* Spirit,” though it be in fact the frequent 
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Practice of the Holy Ghoſt *: And we may 
learn from Sir Thomas More, that a certain 
Order of Friars in his time had obtain'd a 
BuLL, that Nobody ſhould jeer them, and 
« that whoever did ſhould be excommuni- 
« cated."* : 


THE ever-memorable Author now cited 
ſeems to have pointed out, in an Epiſile to 
Peter Giles, the three general Cauſes to which 
is owing this implacable Enmity to the Plea- 
fant Way: viz. The natural Moroſeneſs of ſome 
mens Jempers; the Inability of Others to uſe 
it themſelves ; or a deep Reſentment of what 
they have ſuffer d by it: Some, ſays he, 
« are ſo ſour, they can allow no Jeſts; and 
% Others are /o dull, they can endure nothing 
« that is ſharp; and Some are as much afraid 
« of any thing that is quick and lively, as a 
« Man bit with a mad Dog is of Water.” 


THERE is no doubt but that the Two 
laſs Cauſes here intimated are frequently the 
true ones; but at the fame lime alſo a very 
ereat Share muſt be allow'd, in the Caſe be- 
fore us, to meer Temper only : There are 
thoſe in the World who have a Sort of Con- 
ſtituttonal or Complexional Zeal for Gravity, 
and a perfect natural Antipathy to every thing 
that 1s airy and diverting : according to that 
of the Poet — “ Oderunt hilarem triſtes, the 


—_— 


* See & Letter to the Biſhop of London, occaſion'd by 
the Abuſe of a Paſſage in his Lordſhip's Paſtoral Letter. 
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« Gay are the Averſion of the Grave :” is 
true indeed he immediately adds “ triſtem- 
« que jocoſi, and the Grave of the Gay* 
——ſo that there is no Love loſt betwixt them, 
But when the End propos'd on both Sides is 
the ſame, why ſhould they hate each other for 
the Means they uſe to attain it * *Tis as un- 
juſt to impoſe our Taſte in Writing, as in 
Eating, for a Standard to all others ; and we 
may as well expect that every Man ſhould 
conform his Features, as his Style, io the Mo- 
del of our own. Add to this; as God has 
given to different Men different Talents, all 
which may be ſincerely employ'd for bis Glory, 
and accepted by him, it muſt be an odd Sort of 

Self-Partiality for us to ſuppoſe none but our own 
will be ſo. » | 


BUT, ſay the Grave, This Way has been 
{ much abus'd, both in its Uſe and End. I 
reply: As Wit may be inconſiſtent with Good- 
Manners, or Good-Nature ; ſo may Gravity 
with both, and with every thing elſe that is 
good: We ſhall do well to obſerve alſo every 
Manner of Writing has its Counterfeit or falſe 
Likeneſs: as there is a falſe Sublime, ſo is 
there a falſe or affected Calm; as falſe Wit, 
ſo falſe Reaſoning. He therefore that would 
argue againſt the Uſe of Ridicule where Reli- 
gion is concern'd, becauſe it has been abus'd, 
may as well argue againſt the Uſe of Rea- 
lon, in any other way, in the ſame Cauſe ; 
ſince it has therein been abus*d alſo, and that 
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* Horat. ad Lollium. Ep. L. i. xviii. 
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10 leſs : and indeed there have not been want: 
ing Thoſe who, in plain Terms, have equally 

” decried the Uſe of Reaſon in Religion, as an 
improper Subject. A Thing the leſs to be ad- 
mird in our Days, when we find one of the © 
moſt Antient Fathers ſtrenuouſiy maintainin 


Faith and Logick to be inconſiſtent *, 


AS to the trivial Objection, bat Any 
Thing may be turn'd into Ridicule:“ 715 
matter of Surpriſe to me that Men of Under- 
ſtanding ſhould ſo much inſiſt upon it; ſince it 
might with equal Juſtice be replied, Any 
- « Thing may be turn'd into Religion.“ 


BUT, ſay they again, It is ſo unſe- 

c riousa Manner.” To which I ſhall only an- 
ſwer - Gravity is no Teſt of Seriouſneſs, nor 
Pleaſantry of the Want of it : None have 
more fludiouſly and cordially ſet themſelves to 
rectify the Underſtandings of Men, to enlighten 
their Minds, and reſcue them from their Mi- 
ſtakes, than Thoſe who have choſe the Plea- 
fant Way; None more induſtriouſiy and male- 
volently to darken their Underſtandings, and 
' rivet them in their Ignorance and Errors, than 
Thoſe who have aſſum'd the ſtrongeſt Airs of 

_ Gravity. In @ word; of all Banterers the 
graveſt are the greateſt: Of this One Inſtance 
may ſerve for a thouſand and that is The De- 
cree of Tranſubſtantiation : Upon which occa- 
ſion *tis notorious that the graveſt Perſonages 


* See the Enquiry into the Conſtitution, Cc. of the 
Primitive Church, part 1. p. 92. 
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of the World, aſſembled in the graveſt Man- 
ner, did, with all due Form and Solemnity, 
moſt effectually attempt to banter Men out of 
their Senſes : and *tis as well known that our 
glorious Refarmers, and others the beſt Writers 
of the Proteſtant Side, have as ſeriouſly endea- 
vour d to rally them into their Senſes again. 


LASTLY, there are Thoſe alſo who have ob- 
jefied the great Irreverence and Indecency of the 
Manner in diſpute, wherever Religion is con- 
cern'd. Aud indeed would They without Equi- 
vocation or Ambiguily explain themſelves ſtrictiy 
to mean, that ts ridicule Religion in general, 
or, as ſome chuſe to expreſs themſelves, to de- 
ride God and his Religion, is 4 Practice high- 
ly irreverent and indecent, none but an Atheiſt 
could deny it : But that Mankind aught to ſtand 
in awe of every Thing that has the Aſſurance 
to uſurp the Name of Religion, or claim Re- 
lation zo it, however falſe or gaben 
this under Penalty of Civil Puniſhment, is 
a Conceit that ſmells ſtrong of the Capucx, 
and becomes no Man more than a Familiar of 


1d _ the InqQuisITION, 

an 

of FOR my own Part, I freely acknowledge 
be "tis my Caſe to have no Notion of the Reve- 


rence due to Superſtition; much leſs to Im- 

poſture of any Kind: and as nothing is more 

certain than that Thoſe who are impos'd upon 

are the JEsT of the Deceiver, ſo nothing to me 
ſeems more equitable than that They alſo ſhould 

have the Privilege at leaſt to laugh in ibeir 

Turn: aud what is equitable, I preſime, * 4 
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be alſo decent, and executed without Breach of 
good Manners. Nor does the Number of Thoſe 
that eſpouſe a Deluſion (as ſome are apt to al- 
ledge) at all alter the Caſe in its favour, by ren- 
dring it more the Object of our Reſpect : The 
; more it prevails, the more neceſſary does it be- 
come that it ſhould be expos'd; for which indeed, 
from one Quarter, ſmall Thanks are to be ex- 
pelled; but He that reſents his being undeceiv'd 
(eſpecially when *tis done in a Way agreeable 
zo Goop-NaTure and the Rules of Goop- 
Manners) ig ungrateful to his Benefactor. 


75 | UPON the whole ; If the Manner we are 
4120 ſpeaking of is not in general to be juſtified, 
much leſs ought it in general to be condemn'd : 
and Thoſe who have intemperately deter min'd, 
that the Usz of it in any Book upon the Sub- 
jelt of Religion muſt proceed from a DEPRAv'p 
Minp, would do well to confider what SORT 
of Six that muſt be, which teaches Men to in- 
fer that many Parts of Scripture itſelf are the 
Suggeſtions of an Evil Spirit. This ſole Re- 
flexion, I am verily perſuaded, would mind them 
for the future to ſpeak more reſpectfully, or at 
leaſt with greater Caution, of a Manner Hat 
has been authorid by the Uſe of Inſpir'd 

Writers. 


1 fhall cloſe theſe Thoughts with an Extract 
from one of Mr. Addiſon's FxEenoLDERs, 
the expreſs Subject of which is — “ The UsE 
„ and ADVANTAGE of WIr and Humour 
under. proper REGULATIONS.” „ Thoſe, 
ſays be, ** who ſupply the World with ſuch 
« Hy. 


4 


A. 


&« Entertainments of Mirth as are inſtructive, 


« or at leaſt harmleſs, may be thought to de- 
c ſerve well of Mankind : To which I hall 


&« only add, that they retrieve the Honour of 


« Polite Learning, and anſwer thoſe ſower 
« Enthuſiaſts who affect to ſtigmatiſe the 
« fineſt and moſt elegant Authors, both antient 
« and modern (which they have never read) 
« as dangerous to Religion, and deſtructive of 
« all ſound and ſaving Knowledge.” 


7 HIS Preface is already much longer than 
I deſigd : Yet the Reader perhaps may want 
to know, before I conclude it, whence it is that 
I have preſum? d thus to preface a Tract in- 
ſcribd to @ Lord High Chancellor of Great Bri- 
tain, as in Dignity, /o in Gravity SECOND 10 
NON E.— Tis true indeed, if we have any re- 
gard to the Common Conſent of all Parties, 
or but refleft upon what is neceſſary to form 4 
conſummate Character in the Two great Pro- 
feſſions of Divinity and Law, it muſt be granted 
that his Lordſhip*s tranſcendent Abilities in each 
Capacity have long ſince ſhewn him equal io the 
' higheſt Station of a Subject whether in Church 
or State, nor could either poſſibly be filPd with 
greater Decorum : 1et at the ſame time it is not 
the leaſt Part of his Lordjhip”s Perſonal Character, 
and the Publick Felicity, that in Him the moſt 
awful Gravity 2s happily temper'd with the 
greateſt Sweetneſs of Nature; indulgent 10 


others, ſevere to himſelf alone. 


» NOR am I conſcious that I ſhould have © 


given any juſt Cauſe of * had I carried 
the 
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the Matter yet higher. To behold indeed the 
Spirit of Satire preying upon the Vitals of Re- 
ligion, were a Sight ſhocking to any Man of 
Senſe: but what good and wiſe Man can be dif: 
pleas'd to ſee it reduc'd within its juſt Bounds, 
and employ'd to its proper Ule in eating out 
thoſe little heterogencous Mixtures of Superſti- 
tion, which from time to time will be ever of- 
ficiouſly intruding, and blend themſelves with our 


Devotion ? 


Iam al ſo theleſs apprehenſive of anyImpropriety 
in my Adareſs to his Lordſhip, by reaſon of the 
Subject of my Preface, when I conſider that One 
of the moſt celebrated of all his Predeceſſors thought 
it not unbecoming his own*Charatter to compoſe 
a Serious Defence of the Pleaſant Manner of 
Writing. I mean again the excellent Sir Tho. 
More in his truly eloquent Epiſtle to Martin 
Dorpius, an eminent Divine of that Age, who 
had wrote bitter Things to their common Friend 
Eraſmus, por his Ludicrous Praiſe of FoLLy ; 
a Piece dedicated to the Chancellor himſelf, and 
which has ever ſince been the Admiration and 
Delight of all the bright Part of the Learned 
World. 


AS to Thoſe who can bear with nothing but 
what ſuits their own Notions, and who, by virtue 
of their own Sufficiency, have created themſelves 
Dictators of the Age; I am very ſenſible it is 
next to impoſſible a Man ſhould differ from them, 
but he muſt differ with them : nor will it be an 
eaſy Tast, in diſcuſſing their DEcREEs, to avoid 
every Thing that may provoke aSmile : ye! _— 

ring 


PRE FA CE. 


bring at whoſe Feet this Piece is laid, I Hall 
uſe my beſt Endeavours to purſue the grave and 
good Advice of a noble Author and Genius afore- 
cited, to one of our famous Univerſities =<« in 
« Modeſtia animi Libertatem ingenii reti- 
« nere.“ 

T have only farther to premiſe, that whereas 
this Part of my Diſquiſition contains much more 
Matter, and greater Variety of Argument than 
the former, I have found it proper for the Eaſe 
and Convenience of the Reader, to divide it in- 
to Four Sections: The ConTEenTs whereof, 
that the Plan of the whole Work might appear 
in one View, I have here ſubjoin*d to thoſe of 
the former Part. 


THE 
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SE); HE Ceremony of worſhiping to- 
wards the EasT, tho? originally 
aas has been ſhewn) of Heather 
WF Growth, yet having taken root 

— in the Church of Chriſt ſoon be- 
gan to flouriſh there exceedingly : and tho? it 


does not appear that _ Saviour himſelf or 
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A DISQUISITION wpon 


his Apoſtles paid any more regard to this, 
than to any other Quarter of the Heavens, 
but rather the contrary, yet was it not long 
before it became to the Chriſtian, what it 
had been to the Gentile World, ALKIBLA, 
i. e. the Grand KEBLA“, or Point towards 
which the Devotions of the Church, where- 
ſoever diſpers'd, were uſually directed as to a 
common Center. © Another Cuſtom,” ſays the 
« learned Dr. Cave ſpeaking of the Primitive 
* Chriſtians, © which they had in Prayer was, 
that they conſtantly pray'd towards the 
« FAST: this was ſo univerſally common, 
e that there's ſcarce any Eccleſiaſtical Wri- 
<< ter but ſpeaks of it. Mr. Bingham, who 
perhaps had more particularly conſider'd the 
Caſe, mentions it with fome little reſtriction: 
his words are theſe —— There is one Ob- 
« ſervation more which muſt not be omitted, 
« becauſe it was a Ceremony almoſt of gene- 
ral Uſe and Practice; and that was the 
«« Cuſtom of turning their Faces to the EasT 
in their ſolemn Adorations.” + 


IT cannot therefore, I think, be doubted, 
but that it was a very prevalent as well as 
primitive Cuſtom ; nor does it appear to have 
met, with any conſiderable Obſtruction for 
ſome Ages. 


— 


* Thus ALCATRA # Grand Cairo. 
ſ| Primitive Chriſtianity, Part. I. p. 288. 
+ Origines Eccleſiaſticæ, or, The Antiquities of the Chri- 


ftian Church. Book 13. ch. 8, 


Bur 


[ 


Morſbiping towards the EAS r. 
Bur as this Ceremony had its firſt Riſe in 
Superſtition and Idolatry, ſo in proceſs of time 
was it found thither to revert again, proving 
a Means to ſeduce ſome who had embrac'd 
the Truth, and to confirm others in their Er- 


rour. This being obſerv'd by Leo the Firſt, 


Biſhop of Rome about the middle of the Fifth 
Century, he thought it his duty, as it appear'd 
a matter of very ill Conſequence, both to 
preach and write againſt it: and we have 
ſtil] extant ſome very remarkable Paſſages on 
the Subject in a Latin Sermon of his upon the 
Nativity: a Tranſlation * of which, I pre- 
ſume, may not be unacceptable to the Engliſh 
Reader. From ſuch Inſtitutions, ſays he, 
„proceeds this Impiety, that the Ring Sun 
&« is worſhip*d from the Hills by ſome of the 
« weaker ſort of People: which ſome Chri- 
e ſtians alſo hold to be ſo very religious 
% an Obſervance amongſt them, that be- 
fore they come to St. Peter's Church, de- 
* dicated to the one living and true God, 
« having paſs'd the Steps to the Aſcent of 
« the upper Court, they turn themſelves back 
towards the Riſing Sun, and bow down 


« their Heads in honour of that ſplendid Orb. 


* 


« Which we perceive to be owing partly to 


% Ignorance, partly to a Spirit of Paganiſm, 
« and that to our no ſmall Grief and Afflic- 
e tion: becauſe tho? ſome perhaps may rather 
« worſhip the Creator of this fair Luminary 

© than LicnT itſelf, which is a Creature, yet 


* The ORIGINAL of this, with ſome other things, too long 
for the Margin, it was nag proper to place by _- of Ap- 
PENDIX AZ the End of this Treatiſe, Vide Numb. I. 

B 2 e ought 


39 


A DISQUISITION. upon 


«© ought we to abſtain from the very Ap- 
« pearance of this ſort of Devotion towards 
« jt: which when One of our Heathen Con- 
« yerts ſhall obſerve amongſt Us, will he 
c not retain as probable that Part. of his old 
« Opinion which he ſees to be common both 
« to Chriſtians and Infidels? Far therefore be 
« ſo blameable* a Perverſneſs from the Prac- 
« tice of the Faithful: nor let the Honour due 
ce to God alone be blended with the Rites of 
cc thoſe who worſhip and ſerve the Creature: 
«« Be not entic'd by that Light wherein the 
« Fowls of the Air, the Beaſts of the Field, 
* and Flies, and creeping Things rejoice : 
« To corporeal Light apply thy corporeal 
&« Senſe; but with all the Aﬀections of th 

Soul embrace that True Light which lighter 
<« every Man that is born into this World: 
& and of which ſays the Prophet, Draw near 
c unto him, and be enlighten'd, and your 
<« Faces ſhall not be aſham'd: For if ye are 
« his Temple, and the Spirit of God dwel- 
<« Jeth in you; greater is that Light which 
every true Chriſtian hath in his own Breaſt, 
than that which, with ſo much Admiration, 
« he beholds in the Firmament. Not that 
« we would thus injoin or perſuade you (moſt 
beloved) to deſpiſe the Works of God, or 
eto believe that there is any thing prejudicial 
to your Faith in thoſe things which God, 

* who is good himſelf, hath created good in 


* This is the ſofteſt Conſtruction the Latin (damnanda 
Perverſitas) will bear. Dr. Plot below-cited renders it 4 
moſt DAMNABLE PERVERSNES?. 


« their 


Worſhiping towards the EAs r. 

« their Kind alſo; but that ye may make a 
« rational and temperate Uſe of every part of 
« the Creation, and all that adorns this 
« World.” ; 


So much good Senſe, deliver'd by a Perſon 
of ſo great Authority, upon ſo ſolemn an Oc- 
caſion, muſt needs have given no inconſider- 
able Stroke to the Cuſtom, however preva- 
lent, of EasTWwARD Adoration. According- 
ly the Commentator Pineda“ aſſures us, that 
it was actually grown out of uſe in this Bi- 
ſhop's Time: who, we are inform'd by other 
Writers, had proceeded alſo to prohibit it by 


an expreſs Decree. This Prohibition being 


highly probable, that it continued in force, as 
Dr. Plot + relates, above eight hundred Years un- 
interrupted, ſeems to be altogether a Miſtake. 
The very eminent Roman Ritualiſt Dur an- 
pus particularly obſerves, that Pope YVigilius, 
who flouriſh'd in the Middle of the next Cen- 
tury, made a Conſtilution that << the Prieſt at 
' « the Altar, and in all Parts of Divine Ser- 
« vice, ſhould pray towards the EasT. + 


THr1s Conſtitution of Pope Vigilius does not 
appear to have been ever yet formally re- 
vers'd by any of his Succeſſors; ſo that wor- 
ſhiping towards the EasT may thenceforth be 


— » 


In Jobi cap. 3 1. v. 26. 
+ Natural _— of Staffordſhire, Pag. 368. 
+ Sacerdos in Altari, & in Divinis Officiis, debet ex In- 
flitutione Vigiliz Pape verſus Orientem orare. 
RATIONALE Divinorum Officiorum. L. x. c. 2. 


faid 


$ 


6 


A DISQUISITION wpon 
ſaid to be upon the Eſtabliſpment in that Com- 
munion : At the ſame time *tis eaſy to ima- 
gine, that by reaſon of the growing Reſpect 
towards Altars, for which every Age now ex- 
preſſed ſome freſh Degree of Reverence, they 
muſt inſenſibly have come in as Aſſociates or 
Partners of the Empire, which the EasT had 
ſo long obtained over the Affections of the 
Chriſtian World : nor can we but conceive, 
that from the moment Tranſubſtantiation was 
eſtabliſhed by a Law, the Altar muſt have 
ſtood, in all common Caſes, at leaſt joint 
Kebla with the EasT, and wherever it varied 
from it, ſupreme: For to have God viſibly 
appearing upon the Altar, muſt have been 
ſuch a Reaſon for worſhiping towards it, as 
would have borne down at once all Argu- 
ments that had been ever given for worſhip- 
ing towards the EasT, when at any time a 
Competition ſhould happen to ariſe betwixt 
them. 


Arp thus it was in Fact: a brief Ac- 
count whereof I ſhall here give in the Words 
of a very deſerving modern Author - - - For 
« This, and ſuch like Reaſons (viz. as were 
C aſſign'd in the former Part of thisDi/qui/ition) 
the Primitive Chriſtians uſually pray'd with 
<« their Faces toward the EAST: But after- 
* wards, when Superſtition and Idolatry had 
« ovyer-run the chriſtian Church, and the 
Doctrine of Tran/ubſtantiation, with the 
* Practice of adoring, and paying divine 
„Homage to the Elements of Bread and 
« Wine came in faſhion, this Cuſtom was 

con- 


Morſbiping towards the EAs r. 


« continued upon a different account: all the 
ce old Reaſons were forgot, or laid aſide; and 


« the Altars being built, and the Elevation of 


ce the Hoſt being made towards the Easr, 
« People were taught to bow themſelves that 
« way out of Reverence to God, who, they 
« were made to believe, was preſent to their 
« View in that Quarter. 


T n 15 therefore being the Popiſh Shecinah, 
nothing could be more natural, upon the Fun- 
PAMENTAL Maxim of this Diſcourſe, that 
« in worſhiping every Man\ ought to turn 
« himſelf towards the Object He adores , 
than for all Believers of that Communion to 
take this Turn in Divine Service. Conſonant 
hereto, as to worſhip towards the EAs r ſoon 
became a moſt univerſal Practice in the firſt 


Ages of the Heathen World, wherever the 


Idolatry of the Hoſt of Heaven extended; ſo 
in theſe laſt Ages of the Chriſtian World 
has worſhiping towards the Al AR been moſt 
catholickly embrac'd and eſtabliſh'd in every 
Nation, where the Adoration of this other Hoſt 
prevaiPd : And this not rarely to the Exclu- 
ſion of the EasT itſelf; for inſtance, as oft 
as the Altars were plac'd ſome other way: 
which muſt of neceſſity come to paſs, when 
in proceſs of time they began to increaſe and 
multiply to that Degree, that in many Churches 
ſcarce was there a Corner to be found without 


4 
—_— 


* Supplement to Mr. Nelſon's Faſts and Feſtivals, p. 121. 
+ Vide ALKIBLA, p. 1. | | 
one: 
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one: This is a Truth, which in all Popiſh 
Parts appears at fight. 


HowEeveR, where there was no Altar in 
the caſe, the EasT ſtill retain*d its Preroga- 
tive; and out of Doors, at leaſt, was till 
regarded as the moſt orthodox Point in the 
Compaſs : which was manifeſted paſt all Diſ- 
pute in the ever-memorable Caſe of Joan 
Huss, when by order of Council he was tied 
to a Stake for his Converſion into Aſhes : 
„ Whereas by chance, ſays my Author, he 
ce was turn'd towards the EasT, certain cried 
c out that he ſhould not /ook towards the 
cc FasT; for he was an Heretick: So he 
c was turn'd towards the WesT *.” And 
This, I muſt confeſs, ſeems to countenance 
what Dr. Plot relates, that the Deſign of 
« Pope Yigtilius his Conſtitution for EasT- 
* WARD ADORATION, was to diſtinguiſh Chri? 
« ſtians from other Setts.” 


WrirTH this ſignal Inſtance of true Catho- 


lick Zeal, no longer ſince than the Fifteenth 


Century, for aſſerting the Honour of their 
Antient KR BLA, ſhall I cloſe the Period of my 
Diſquiſition before the Time of our own Re- 


formation : to which I ſhall next proceed, and 


henceforth confine my Enquiries to what has 


paſt at Home in the Proteſtant Church of 


England, as it has ſtood, - from time to time, 
by Law eſtabliſh'd. 


* See his Martyrdom in Fox. L'Enfant alſo mentions 
the ſame Circumſtance in his Council Coꝑſtance, Vol. I. 


p. 429. | 
WHEN 


— 
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WHEN after a long Night of Egyptian, 
or, more emphatically ſpeaking, Lalick Dark- 
neſs, at laſt it pleasꝰd God once more to viſit 
us with that ſacred Day- ſpring from on High, 
the Light of the Goſpel of Chriſt ; it ſeem'd 
good to the primitive Fathers of our preſent 
Church, amongſt other material Points, to 
take into their Conſideration the multitude of 
Ceremonies in Divine Service; under which 
Religion languiſh'd, like our choiceſt Fruit 
when depriv*d of the Light and Benefit of 
the Sun, by the too great Luxuriancy of 
Leaves. Upon this occaſion our moſt ex- 
cellent Tillotſon has thus a er himſelf *, 1 
«© The Church of Rome (as they have handled | 
“ Chriſtianity) by the unreaſonable number 
% of their needleſs and ſenſeleſs Ceremonies, 
« have made the Yoke of Chriſt heavier than 
that of Moſes, and the Goſpel a more car- 
nal Commandment than the Law: So that 
{«« Chriſtianity is loſt amongſt them in the 
« Trappings and Accoutrements of it; with 
« which, inſtead of adorning Religion, they 

have ſtrangely diſguis'd it, and quite ſtifled 
e jt in the Crowd of external Rites and Ce- 
remonies.“ 


— — 23232 
— — „ ͤ r 


AN p to ſee how juſt a Senſe in their Days 
our great Reformers had of this impertinent, 
and, to uſe their own Words, intolerable Grieu- 
ance in the Chyrch of Chriſt, we need only - 
turn to that moſt judicious Advertiſement upen 


— — 
— - -_ " — —aä 
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* germ. 28. Fol. b. 333, printed in his Life-Time. i 
C this 
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this very Subject, which they annexed to the 
End of the firſt Engliſh Common-Prayer Book, 
and which to this day is happily preſerv'd in 
the Beginning of our own, under the following 
Title; viz. Of Ceremonies, why ſome be 
«© Aboliſh'd, and ſome Retain'd.“ 


Wir reſpe& to the former they thus 
begin. Of ſuch Ceremonies as be uſed in 
« the Church, and have had their Beginning 
e by the Inſtitution of Man, ſome at the 
« firſt were of godly Intent and Purpoſe 
& devis'd, and yet at length turn'd to Vanity 
e and Superſtition: Some enter'd into the 
« Church by indiſcreet Devotion, and ſuch a 
&« Zeal as was without Knowledge ; and for be- 
<«« cauſe they were winked at in the beginning, 
they grew daily to more and more Abuſes ; 
« which not only for their Unprofitableneſs, 
tc but alſo 3 they have much blinded the 
People, and obſcur'd the Glory of God, are 
«© worthy to be cut away, = clean reject- 
«© ed,” — And again, ſay They, ——<< = 
* thermore, the moſt weighty Cauſe of the 
+ Aboliſhment of certain Ceremonies was, 
That they were ſo far abusd, partly by the 
© ſuperſtitious Blindneſs of the rude and un- 
„ learn'd, and partly by the un/atiable Avarice 
of ſuch as ſought more their own Lucre, 
* than the Glory of God, That the Abuſe could 
not well be taken away, the Thing remain- 
ing ſtill.“ | : 


HRE then we have not only a plain Ac- 
count of the Abolition, the Cutting off, and clean 
— repetiing 
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rejeRing of certain Ceremonies of the Church 
at the Time of the Reformation, but alſo plain 
Reaſons for ſo doing. And now, to draw 
towards my Point, 7 will ſuppoſe the Que þ 
ſtion ald. Which were AN Ceremonies 
« then aboliſ*d?” And my Anſwer, in a 
Word, i—ALL that were not expreſsly re- 
tain'd by the Book of Common Prayer, to which 
the aforeſaid Advertiſement was ſubjoin'd. Of 
this the Relation itſelf betwixt the Book and 
the Advertiſement, which can refer to nothing 
elſe, is a ſufficient Evidence: And were more 
Proof requir'd, we need only turn to the firſt 
Leaf of our Common-Prayer Bock, which is 
intitled, not only the Book of Common- Prayer 
and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, but alſo 
of other Rites and Ceremonies of the Church, 
according to the Uſe of the Church of Eng- 
land: We therefore who profeſs ourſelves 
Members of this Church, may as juſtly ima- 
gine we are at our liberty to uſe another Com- 
mon-Prayer, or another Adminiſtration of the 
Sacraments, as Other Rites and Ceremonies than 
what we find in this Book; which, as to this 
particular, prima & plend facie, profeſſes it- 
ſelf to be wrote for the Obſervance of all 
true Sons of the Church of England. 


Tus far have we the Voice of the Church, 
ſpeaking in the very Title prefix d to its Pub- 
lick Liturgy, and in the authentick Adverti/e- 
ment of its venerable Compilers annexed to 
the ſame. Let us next hear what ſays the Law 
by which the Church itſelf was then eſtabliſh'd ®. 


. 2 & 3 Ed. VI. c. 1 
C 2 THE 
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Tux very firſt Ad of Uniſormity eſtabliſn- 
ing the Common-Prayer Boot does ſo abound 
with Clauſes to our preſent purpoſe, that I 
cannot but think it much better to- refer the 
Reader to the Ad itſelf, than to tranſcribe 
them here ; but thus much I beg leave to 
lay before him, viz. That we are there- ex- 
preſsly acquainted — ** The Lords ee 
« and Temporal, and Commons in Parliament 
« aſſembled, conſidering the Honour of God, 
« and great 8 which by, the Grace 
« of God would enſue upon the One Uniform 
« Rite and Order in ſuch Common-Prayer 
« and Rites and externe Ceremonies to be uſed 
& throughout England, &c. did give to the 
% King's Highneſs moſt hearty and lowly 
«« Thanks for the ſame: and deſir'd that al} 
ce and ſingular Miniſters in any Cathedral or 
& Pariſh-Church, or other Place within this 
«© Realm of England, &c. be bounden to ſay 
« all their Common and Open Prayer, in ſuch 


« Order and Form as is mentioned in the ſaid 


© Book, and NONE OTHER Or OTHERWISE : 
&« And that Penalties be ordain'd and enacted 
« for whatſoever Miniſter in Cathedral or 
% Pariſh-Church, &c. ſhould thereafter uſe 
« (wiltully and obſtinahely ſtanding in the 
fame) any OTHER RIT E, CEREMONY, Cc. 
* than is mention'd, and ſet forth in the ſaid 
* Book.” Which Things were all accord- 
ingly enacted and ordained. 


AND to know the true Intent and Mean- 
ing of the Act in this Particular, one would 
| think 
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think we need only have recourſe to the 
Viſitation Articles of the Arch-biſhop of 
Canterbury in the very Year after it was 
paſs'd; which Articles conclude thus. 
Finally, to uſe, no OTHER CEREMONIES 
« than are appointed in the King's Book of 
« Common-Prayer, or Kneeling otherwiſe than 
« 1s in the. ſaid Book. 


Ir appears alſo, that Calvin himſelf had 
the very ſame Notion of this Matter ; who, 
in his 5 Epiſtle about that time to the 
Lord Protector, wherein he declares, in the 
ſtrongeſt terms, his Approbation of a ſet Form 
of Prayers and Ceremonies, aſſigns in part theſe 
Reaſons for his Opinion. That thus Paſtors 
« would have a fix*d Rule from which they 
« might not depart in their publick Mini- 
e ſtrations, the Harmony of Congregations 
« would be the more apparent, and the de- 
« ſultory Levity, of ſuch as affected pecu- 
* liar Innovations, obviated T. 


AND when in the laſt Year but one of 
this Reign there was a ſecond Book of Com- 
mon-Prayer, with ſome Alterations, ſet forth 
by Authority, as to the Point before us the 


* Burnet's Hiſtory of the RefornfAtion, Part II. p.102. and 
of the Records, p. 165. 
+ Quod ad Formulam Precum & Rituum Ecclefiaſti- 


corum valde probo, ut certa illa extet a qui Paſtoribus 


diſcedere in functione ſua non liceat, tam ut conſulatur 
quorundam Simplicitati & Imperitiz, quam ut certius ita 
conſtet omnium inter ſe Ecclefiarum Conſenſus; poſtremo 
etiam ut obviam eatur deſultoriæ quorundam Levitati qui 
NoyaTioxes quaſdam affectant. | 
Caſe 
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Caſe was ſtill the ſame; the old AZ being 
made applicable thereto by the new, and 
no other Ceremonies allowed but what the 
Book,” in force, injoined. 


Uron which occaſion, I find thoſe emi- 


nent Divines, and other learned Men, who 


were now jointly commiſſioned to draw up 
a Reformation of the Eccleſiaſtical Laws, thus 
expreſſing themſelves, —<* Which Book we 
« will and command to be the proper and ab- 
ce ſolute Fudge and Director of all Divine Ser- 
« vice *,” Nor can I think it poſſible, that 
any Man ſhould conceive otherwiſe of the real 
Deſign of the Legiſlature then in being, unleſs 
ſuch only as either will not take the pains to 
conſider the Caſe, or labour under the moſt 
violent Prejudice and Prepoſſeſſions to the 
contrary. 


In the ſucceeding Reign indeed, the Book 
entire, together with the 47s that eſtabliſhed 
it, and the Church it/elf, were all cancell'd and 
deſtroy d: And amongſt the reſt of the Ma- 


rian Injunctions, we have this ſtill upon Re- 


cord: ſtem, That the laudable and honeſt 
* Ceremonies (viz. all the old Popiſh ones) 
« which were wort to be uſed, frequented and 
e obſerved in the Church (viz. of Rome) be 


„ alſo hereafter frequented, uſed, and ob- 


« ſerved .“ 


* Quem (Librum) proprium & perfectum omnis Di- 
vini Cultus Judicem & Magiſtrum eſſe juſſimus. De 
Liturgia Anghcana, Tit. De Divinis Officiis, c. xvi. 
+ Fox's Eccl, Hiſtory, Vol. III. p. 31, Edit. 1684. 5 
UT 
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Bu T ſoon after, when a Princeſs appeared 
upon the Throne, born to eſpouſe the Refor- 
mation, and ſupport the Cauſe of Chrift, the 
late Statute for repealing the Common-Prayer 
Book was itſelf repealed : ** And the d 
« Book, with the Order of Service, and of 
« the Adminiſtration of Sacraments, Rites and 
C Ceremonies, with the Alterations and Ad- 
«« ditions therein added and appointed by this 
« Statute, (ſays the A# primo Eliz. prefixed 
to the Prayer-Book) made to ſtand and be 
jn full force and effect.“ 


FR om the paſſing of this Ad may we date 
the Æra of the Reformation complete: And 
now to reſume my Argument; from this 
Era alſo may we date the final Period of 
any authoriz'd Ceremony for worſhiping to- 
wards the EasT in the Church of England : 


for after comparing what has been above 


ſaid upon the Subject of Ceremonies Abclifh'd 
and Retain' d, it will require ſure no very pro; 


found Capacity for any Man himſelf to form 


this Concluſion, viz. ** That if there is no 


« Proviſion in our Liturgy tor worſhiping to- 


« wards the EasT, then it is no longer to 
ebe hy aq as a Ceremony of our Church : 
For fince we may not uſe any Ceremony 
but what is retain'd by this Book, there is 
* no Medium betwixt not retaining and re- 
* jefting.” And hence have we at laſt a So- 
lution of that Problem which ſo long has 
puzzled many well-meaning People, wiz. 
That in the Church of England as by Law 
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« eſtabliſhed, there can be no ſuch Thing 
« as an indifferent Ceremony: and we may 


take it as a general Rule, that with us, in 


the Caſe of Ceremonies, ©* xot ta command is 
<< to forbid.”? | 


A Max1mM in the Truth whereof I am 
the more confirm*d, by the manner wherein 
I have obſerved Biſhop Jewel ſpeaking of 
our preſent Subject: for having occaſion in 
his Apology for our Reformation to ſpeak of 
Ceremonies, he uſes no other Diſtinction but 
that of Aboliſd'd and Retain'd, conſonant to 
the Language of our firſt Reformers in their 
above-cited Advertiſement; to which indeed 
the whole he ſays upon the matter has much 
affinity. However, for the Benefit of the 
Engliſh Reader upon this occaſion I ſhall 
endeavour to tranſlate the Senſe of ſo great 
a Man, than whom perhaps no one ever 
deſerved better of the Church of England. 


* ConcERNING the Multitude of ſeleſs 
«© Ceremonies, (ſays he) we know that Auſtin 
„in his time grievouſly complained : We 
have therefore cut off no ſmall number of 
dem, being ſenſible they were become a 
« Burden to the Conſciences of Men, and an 
«© Encumbrance to the Church of God. Yet 
do we retain and obſerve nat only Thoſe 
Wwe know to be of Apoſtolical Tradition, but 
Some others alfo which we thought pro- 
*© bably might be ſuffered without Detri- 
ment to the Church; being deſirous that 
all Things in aur Religious Aſſemblies (as 

« Paul 
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Paul injoins) ſhould be done decently and 
« in order: But again all ſuch Ceremonies as 
« we found exceedingly ſuperſtitious, or inſig- 
&« nificant, or indecent, or ridiculous, or con- 
« trary to the Word of God, or unworthy of 
&« ſober-minded Men,, of which ſort there are 
« an Infinity amongſt the Papiſts, Theſe we 
« caſt off All without exception, being loth the 
« Worſhip of God ſhould be any longer pro- 
« faned with ſuch like Impertinence. 


Upon the whole therefore, ſince it evi- 
dently appears to me by ſo great a Variety 
of Teſtimonies, giving Light and Strength to 
each other, from the Beginning to the End of 
our Reformation, that whatever Ceremony 
« was not expreſly retain'd in our Liturgy, 
vas both by our Liturgy and our Laws re- 
e jected,” I cannot but conclude, that this of 
worſhiping towards the EasT being no where 
therein actually retained, was thereby actually 
rejected, and cut off from the Church of 
England, notwithſtanding all its venerable Pre- 
tences to Primitive Antiquity, 


THe next Thing I ſhould do in courſe, 
would be as impartially to examine the Rea- 
ſons why the Fathers of the Church of 
England threw out this Ceremony,” as J 
elſewhere have thoſe why the Fathers of 
the Church Primitive brought it in :Y But 
our Reformers having aſſigned no /pecial Rea- 
ſons in this particular Caſe, I ſhall content 
myſelf juſt to remind my Reader of ſome of 
the general ones above mentioned, and let 

D every 
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every one chuſe and judge for himſelf. — 
Whether, for inſtance, it was upon Suſpicion 
of (to ſpeak with Jewel) Superſtition, Inſignifi- 
cancy, or Ridiculouſneſi, as a Thing unworthy 
of /ober-minded Men, and an Impertinency no 
longer to be tolerated in the Houſe of God, — 
Or whether (to ſpeak with our firſt Reformers) 
it were for that, at the very firſt, it entered 
into the Church by andiſcreet Devotion, and 
ſuch a ZEAL as was without KxowLEeDGr, 
and being wink*d at in the beginning, grew 
daily to more and more ABvsEs, till not onl 
for its Unprofitableneſs, but alſo becauſe it 
much blinded the People, and obſcur*d the 
Glory of God; it was held worthy to be abo- 
lid, cut away and clean rejected. Or 
whether, finally (with ſome farther Variation 
of the Caſe) it were fo far abus d partly by 
the ſuperſtitious Blindneſs of the rude and un- 
learn'd, and partly by the anſatiable Avarice 
of ſuch as fought more their own Lucre than 
the Glory of God, that the Abuſes could not 
be taken away the Thing remaining ſtill. — 
For which of theſe Reaſons, I ſay, it was that 
the Fathers of the Church of England, in their 
great Wiſdom, thought fit to cut off, aboliſh 
and utterly reject as a Thing of Nought, or 
rather worſe — Nothing, a Ceremony which 
not a few of its Sons have ſince taught us ſo 
much to reverence, I ſhall not at preſent de- 
termine; but leave all true Lovers of the Mode 
to chuſe which of the aforeſaid ?-a/ons they 
like beſt. 


Tuus it is abundantly manifeſt that the 
Practice now in Queſtion was one of the 
Ejefted 
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Ejected Ceremonies by the AFts of Uniformity at 
the Time of the Reformation: But notwith- 
ſtanding it was then ſufficiently purg'd out of our 
Eſtabliſh*d Ritual, the Book of Common-Prayer, 
by thoſe moſt judicious Divines, and venerable 
Fathers of the Proteſtant Church of England, 
who from time to time had the reviſing of it; 
yet do I not at all doubt but the Remains of 
this Practice were ſtil] to be ſeen in many 
Congregations : for as Roux was not built, 

ſo neither was it to be demoliſn'd all in a day. 


THAT the Reader may not regard this as 
a Surmiſe only of my own, I would beg leave 
to refer him to Mr. Fox's Eccleſiaſtical Hi- 
ſtory about the Beginning of King Edward's 
Reign: where he will find Complaint, «+ That 
« thro? the perverſe Obſtinacy and diſſemb- 
ling Frowardneſs of many the inferiour 
« Prieſts and Miniſters of the Cathedral and 
& other Churches of this Realm, there did 
« ariſe a marvelous Schiſm and Variety of 
« Faſhions in celebrating the Common-Service 
« and Adminiſtrationfof the Sacraments, and 
. © other Kites and Ceremonies of the Church: 
<« for Some, zealouſly allowing the King's Pro- 
«© ceedings, did gladly follow the Order thereof; 
<«« and Others, tho* not ſo willingly admitting 
e them, did yet diſſemblingly and patchingly 
<« uſe ſome Part of them: but Many, care- 
<« lefly contemning all, would till exerciſe 
their old wonted Popery.” 


HiTHERTo the King had proczeded by 
Orders of Council only, Injunctions, and Pro- 
"| "RF 2 clamations 
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clamations; but theſe proving inſufficient, a 
Common-Prayer-Book was ſet forth, to bring 
his Subjects (as the Hiſtorian expreſſes it) to 
ome Conformity, and this Book was alſo en- 
forc'd by Act of Parliament, „with the Con- 
6 ſideration (as we farther read) of altering 
&« thoſe things which were alter' d, and retain- 
& jyg thoſe things which were retain'd in the 
&« ſame Book”. But ſtill do we find Com- 
plaints, and that even of the Juſtices of Peace 
themſelves, to whoſe Truſt and Charge the 
King's Majeſty had committed the Execu- 
tion of all his Proclamations, of his Acts of 
Parliament, and of his Laws, vig. We 
« are inform'd that many of you are ſo ne- 
e gligent, and ſo ſlack herein, that it doth 
« appear, you do look rather, as it were, 
e thro' your fingers, than diligently ſee to 
te the Execution of the ſaid Laws and Pro- 
& clamations: For if you would according to 
« your Duties, to your Oath, to the Truſt 


dee which the King's Majeſty hath in you, give 


your Diligenee and Care towards the Exe- 
& cution of the ſame moſt godly Statutes 
+ and Injunctions, there ſhould no Diſobe- 
„ djence, nor Diſorder, nor Evil Rule be be- 
& gun or riſe in any Part of the Realm, but 
ce jt ſhould by and by be repreſs'd, kept 
« down and reform'd. But it is fear'd, and 
* the Thing it ſolf giveth occaſion thereto, that 
* divers of you do not only not ſet forth, 
*© but rather hinder, ſo much as lieth in you, 
the King's Majeſty's Proceedings; and are 
content chat there ſhould ariſe ſome Diſo- 

„ bedience, 
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e bedience, and that Men ſhould repine a- 
« gainſt godly Orders ſet forth by his Ma- 
« jefty, you do 1o ſlackly look to the Execu- 
« tion of the ſame; ſo that in ſome Shires 
« which are farther off, it may appear that 
« the People have never heard of diverſe of 
His Majeſties Proclamations ; or, if they 
« have heard, you are content to wink at it, 
« and neglect it, So that it is all one as tho it 
& were never commanded.” 


- Acain, ſays our Hiſtorian, « What zea- 
& Tous care was in this young King, and in 
« the Lord Protector his Uncle, concerning 
« Reformation of Chriſt's Church, and ſincere 
* Religion, by theſe Injunctions, Letters, Pre- 
cepts and — as well to the Bi- 
« /gps, as to the Juſtices of the Realm a- 
„ bove premis'd, it may right well appear: 
« Whereby we have to note, not ſo much 
the careful Diligence of the King and his 
learned Council, as the lingring Slackneſs 
« and drawing back, on the other Side, of di- 
« verſe the ſaid Juſtices and Lawyers, but 
« eſpecially of Biſhops and old Popiſh Cu- 
rates, by whoſe clot*d Contempt, Toilful 
* Winking, and ſtubborn Diſobedience, the Book 
of the Common- Prayer was, long after the 
„ publiſhing thereof, either not known at 


all, or elſe very irreverently us'd throꝰ ma- 


* ny Places of the Realm.” 


9 


We find alſo particular complaint made of 
the Biſhop of London, That thro' his evil 
Example, Slackneſs of Preaching, and admi- 


cc niſtring 
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« niſtring the Sacraments, &c. many of the 
« People within that great City and other 
„Places of his Dioceſe, were not only very 
„ negligent and forgetful of their Duties to 
« God, in frequenting the Divine Service then 
« ſtabliſt d, and ſet forth by the Autority 
« of Parliament, but alſo that diverſe others, 
« utterly deſpiſing the ſame, did in ſecret 
« Places of his Dioceſe often frequent the 
« Popiſh Maſſe, and other foreign Rites not 
„ allow'd by the Laws of this Realm.” 


Trincs ſtanding thus, we have little Rea- 
ſon to doubt, but that the Ceremony in par- 
ticular of Worſhiping tiwards the EAST {till 
kept its ground, or at leaſt, by Connivence, 
was much in ure. However the time was not 
long before it began again to be openly cul- 
tivated and encourag'd by thoſe who ſet up 
for the beſt and only true Churchmen, with 
no leſs a Perſon than an Arch-Bifhop of Can- 
terbury at the Head of them: Who (once 
more to borrow the Words of the Supple- 
ment to Mr. Nelſon) „ ſuccceded in his Deſign 
<«« of reforming the Church of Eugland back- 
« ward ſo far, as to procure the recommend- 
ing this Cuſtom by a Canon made in the 
« Year 1640.” 


% 

Fux matter of Fact was This: There was 
at that time a Conſtitution paſs'd, wherein 
Proviſion was made for placing Communion- 
Tables under the Ea/lt-H/indows ; and wor- 
ſhiping towards theſe Tables being recom- 
mended in the fame, worſhiping towards the 

EasT, 
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EasT, as our Churches generally now ſtand, 
was, conſequentially, recommended allo. 


Bur to take the Matter higher: From 
« Anno 1627, (ſays One, than whom few were 
better acquainted with the Church-Affairs 
then in Agitation) * there had been much 
« done in Preaching and Practice to intro- 
« duce ſome CouELINESS ES, as they were 
« ſtyPd, in the Houſe of God which had not 
« been before: The Arch-Biſhop ſet his mind 
.« upon it; which a late Writer calls his 
Pregnancy to revive ANTIENT CEREMO- 
« NES.“ ＋ 


Now that amongſt the reſt then reviv'd, 
this, of worſhiping towards the EasT, was 
one, is clear enough from the common 
Complaints of the Times; which it would be 
as tedious as ungrateful to repeat: I ſhall 
therefore be as brief as poſſible on the Occa- 
ſion. 


Six Fobn Culpepper in his Speech upon 

_ GrigvaANces gives this the Second Place, 

diz. The obtruding and countenancing di- 

vers New Ceremonies in Matters of Reli- 

« gion, as placing the Communion Table Al- 

& tarwiſe, and Bowing or Cringing to or to- 
« wards it.“ 


AmonesT the GgTEVAN CES annex'd to 
the London Petition is exprelly mention'd — 
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+ Haaket's Life of Arch. Biſhop Williams, Part. 2. p. 
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« Praying towards the EAST,” and Bow- 
ing lo the Altar towards the EasT.” 


Mr. WatTz in his Speech before the Horſe 
particularly complains of a Practice of Mi- 
« niſters to turn their Faces to the EAST, and 
« their Backs to the People in the Reading 
6 


I find alſo it was Matter of Complaint in 
Parliament, that ſuch Paſſages as made againſt 
theſe Innovations were omitted in the printing 
of Books, by the Conduct of thoſe who had 
the Management of the Preſs at that time: 
I ſhall beg the Reader's Patience for one In- 
ſtance only, as it bears ſome relation to our 
preſent Subject. 

7 

Taz learned and ingenious Mr. Ward, it 
ſeems, in his Commentary upon St. Matthew 
had thus written. It is controverted between 
* Us and the Papiſts concerning the Forms of 
*« Churches ; and Bellarmin affirms that they 
*« ſhould be built EasT and WEST, that fo 
* when we pray therein, our Faces might be 
* turn'd towards the EasT : and for the Proof 
thereof he produceth this Place (Mat. 24. 27.) 
© — 2b Oriente venturus creditur ad Fudicium: 
It is beliey'd that Chriſt will come unto 


judgment from the EAST , therefore we 


<* ought to pray towards the EAs r.“ 


« FirsT (continues Mr, Ward) creditur, It 
eis believ'd: viz. by Thoſe who can believe 


hat they liſt, tho? never ſo abſurd.” . 
cc E- 


ſe 


. 


99 2 


— mJ AR 


9 


rr ę.¶m ) Bo, 


Morſbiping towards the EAS r. 


&« SECONDLY, ſays he, ſuppoſe the Ante- 
tt cedent were true, yet the Conſequence halts; 
« for altho* Chriſt ſhould come from the 
« EAsT to Judgment, yet it would not fol- 
low thence, That therefore we ſhould pray 

towards the EasT: We muſt pray unto 
„ Chriſt who is every where in regard of his 
&« Deity; and, according to the Papiſts, in 
regard of his Humanity allo ; and there- 
fore which way ſoever we pray we look 


towards him: yea I imagine that Bellarmine 


« would blu to affirm, and be backward 
„to undertake to prove, that Chriſt's Seat 
&* and Throne of Glory in Hedven 1s ſeated in the 
« EasT End theresf, and that the Humanity 
e never ſtirs or moves out of that Seat and Part 
&« of Heaven ; both which he muſt prove be- 
fore his Argument be of any werth or 
2 weight.“ 


C THIR DI, the Compariſon (in theſe 
« Words) betwixt the Coming of Chriſt and 
e the Lightning doth not reſpe& the Place, 
* but the clear and ſudden Apparition of Both.“ 
All this, fays my Author, 1s expung'd. by 


„ 


1 — — 


+ I ſhould be glad to ſee what our Kebliſts would do» 
who have not bluſh'd to take up this Argument in their 
tirſt Part, nor to drop it without any Acknowledgment in 
their Second. 

Vide, The KEBLA, or Defence by Adoration,p.29. 

Alſo, the Anatom my s the KEBLA, p 

* Compleat Hiſtory of the Tryal, &c. . Arck- Biſbop Laud, 


P. 299. 
5 E. AND 
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Ap as thus a vigilant Care was taken to 
ſuppreſs all ſuch Arguments, as might ſeem to 
bear an evil Aſpect upon a favourite Ceremo- 
ny: So at thè ſame time alſo were ſome of 
the moſt learned and able Pens of the Church 
employ'd to promote, what Men were then 
taught to call, The Good Work in hand.” 
I need mention Two Perſons only, Mr. Mede 
and Mr. Gregory : of which the latter was 
ſtil'd the MiIRACLE of his Age, and the for- 
mer ſtill continues the Ox AclE of ours. But 
there ſeems to be an unhappy Difference in 


their Sentiments on the preſent Subject. The 


learned Mr. Mede, upon the Cale of Eaſt- 
ward Adoration, pleads indeed the Practice 
of Antiquity, alledging, the Antient Chri- 
« ſtians worſhip'd towards the EasT :”* But 
he obſerves withal, „when they worſhip'd 
they turn'd themſelves or look'd towards 
« the ALTAR alſo: and if it be ask'd, ſays 
he, which of the Two they reſpected in 
their Poſture ; I anſwer, they reſpected 
« Both: But, if they could not obſerve both, 
then (he determines) they prefer*d the Al- 
« TAR; as, ſays he, in the Church at An- 


„„ fich.“ * 


BuT the learned Mr. Gregory, in the Con- 
cluſion of his Notes and Obſervations upon 
Scripture, has this moſt remarkable Paragraph. 


Here I muſt tell you (how much ſoever 


_— — ai. 


— — 


Vol. I. p. roy. 


you 


a” W” FP, 5 ww ww 


Morſbiping towards the EAS r. 


« you ſee written to the contrary) that You 
« will not find any the leaſt mention of Ad- 
« ration towards the ALTAR, in the whole 


« Stock of Church-An T1iqQuirT , Greet, 


&« Latin, Arabick or whatſoever : You will 
« think perhaps I take too much upon me; 
« but you will find it to be true: and where 
« you tbink you meet with any ſuch thing, 


« underſtand it ſtill of the EasT, or elſe you 


« will be out. And for want of knowing 


« this, all the Diſcourſes which have been fo . 


« lately written to this. Purpoſe have ver) 
&« abſolutely miſcarried,” « 


BuT when the Caſe we are now upon came 
before the ſupreme Judicature of the Nation, 
they did not at all trouble themſelves to de- 
cide, which of theſe two learned Gentlemen 
was molt in the right, but ſeem to have 
thought *em both beſide the main Point in 
debate : which They rightly ſtated thus : — 
« What Innovations in Doctrine or Diſcipline 
have been introduced into the Church 
« without Law ſince the Reformation?“ 


WHEeNn,upon mature Deliberation, and Con- 
ſultation had with our ableſt Divines, ** Bow- 
ing towards the Altar, or towards the 
„ EasT, many times with three Congees, 


but uſually in every Motion, Acceſy or Re- 


&© ceſs in the Church: Item, the Miniſter's 
e turning his back to the Weſt, and his Face 
e to the EasT when he pronounceth the 
Creed or reads Prayers,” were found and 
declar'd to be ſuch Innovalions as had been 

E 2 intro- 
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introduc'd in the Church without Law fince 
the Reformation: and this by Men (amongſt 


others of the firſt Rank) whoſe Names are to 
this Day the Glory of the Church of England. 


Axp when his Grace himſelf was brought 
to his Tryal, I do not find he was able to 
produce any one Ox DER of the CHURCH for 
the Practice of theſe Particulars : However 
he bethought himſelf of ſomething he had for- 
merly harangued upon, as ſeeming to coun- 
tenance his Conduct, in the STATUTES of 
the ORDER of St. GEOROE: But — to 
hear an Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, when 
call'd upon to vindicate himſelf for tranſgreſ- 
ſing the RuL ES of his Coumon-PraAYER- 
Book, plead THE RupBRrick of the Gar- 
TER, was what ſure could give no ſolid Sa- 
tigfaction but only to his Enemies! 


In ſhort, his Grace was given to under- 
ſtand by way of Reply, — Not the BLack 
Book of Winpsor, but „ Tüar of the 
*« Common-Prayer, and Adminiſtration of 
e the Sacraments and other RIT ES and Cx- 
*© REMONIES of the Church of England 


+ The moſt Venerable Prtmare UshER: Williams ſome 
time Lord Keep of the Great Seal, and afterwards Arch- 
Bi hop of York": The Biſhops of Durham and Norwich: 
alſo the Drs. Ward, Prideaux, Sanderſon, Brownrigg, Holdſ- 
worth and Hacker, All Biſhops in their Time: and other 
eminent Divines, See Dr. Hacket's Life of Arch-Biſhop 
Williams, Part II. p. 146, &c. Alſo the Hiſtory of Non- 
forformity, pag. 345. | 


% Was 
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„ was THE ONLY DIRECTORY, what CE- 


« REMONIES, Cc. are to be us'd confirm*d by 
« our Laws. And, in particular, THAT 


« this Bowing to and towards the ALTAR, / 


« was never preſcrib'd by oUR STATUTES, 
« Articles, Homilies, Common - Prayer - Book, 
« Injunttions, Canons: never practis'd by any 


4 till of late, but ſome few Popiſh-Court-Doc- | 


« tors and Catbedraliſts; never us'd by his 
« Predeceſſor, or his Chaplains; introduc'd 
« only by Pap iss at the firſt, in Honour and 
. * Adoration of their BREADEN Gop upon the 
e ALTAR T.“ a 


— AND now how dreadful a Calaſtropbe 
enſued, how taſting of forbidden Fruit drew 
on the Loſs of Ep EN, and Paradi/e itſelf be- 
came a Wilderneſs, let Others ſay: for me it 
is too ſad a Subject. — Vet ſurely even Theſe 


Things happen'd for our Inſtruction, as others 


alſo were foretold ; for among the ever-memo- 
rable Sayings of that Age we find the follow- 
ing: © If the Spiritual Guides and Fathers of 
ce the Church would be a little ſparing of 
e incumbring Churches with Syperfluitiesz and 
c not over-rigid in reviving obſolete Cuſtoms, or 


* impoſing new, there were far leſs Danger 


of Schi/m or Superſtition *,”? 


* 


I sHaLL only add what Dr. Bernard re- 
lates as Archbiſhop Uſer's Judgment on this 


— — 


See the Commons Reply to Archbiſhop Laud's Defence, 
in Mr. Ruſhworth's Collections, Part 2. p 280. 
* Mr. J. Hale's Tract of Schiſm. : 
Subject. 
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Subject. As for ſome arbitrary Innovations, 
« not within the Compaſs of THE RurE 
«© and ORDER of the Book, He did not 
affect them, and often wid they had not 
« been introduc'd, as foreſeeing the Iſſue of it;“ 
viz. Bitter Zeal and Contention, which ended 
not but in embroiling the Nation, and the 


total Subverſion both of Church and State +. 


ESSCTION EL 


N theſe fatal Times the Ax ſeems to have 

been laid to the very Root of this re- 
viving Rite, when both the Foes and Friends 
to our Conſtitution had, as it were, jointly 
decreed its Extirpation. Nor did the glo- 
rious Reſtoration following make any legal 
Proviſion for replanting it: on the contrary, 
the Ad of Uniformity, that paſs'd the next 
Year after, did, if poſſible, more ſtrongly 
exclude it than thoſe that had gone before. 
However, as many now came into Place in the 
Church who had been Sufferers with and for 
this beloved Ceremony, they unanimouſly made 
room for it, etiam reclamante Lege, as a Fel- 
low-Sufferer : what was wanting for its Intro- 
duction by lawful Authority, they ſupplied 
from the Plenitude of their own Power, which 
now flowed with a Torrent that bore down 


__ 


— 


+ Judgment of the late Archbiſhop Uſher, Gc. p. 110 
| : 
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all before it: and no wonder truly that a Prac- 
tice ſoon became popular, which was now be⸗ 
come neceſſary to Preferment. Happy was 
He whoſe Zeal was moſt diſtinguiſh'd: nor 
was there any want of Advocates, either from 
the Pulpit or the Preſs, the more effectually to 
entail it on Poſterity. But the luckieſt Ex- 
_ pedient of all others ſeems to have been that 

of Biſhop Sparrow, a leading Divine of the 
Times, who, not long before, in imitation of 
what the Romaniſts had done upon the Maſſe, 
had thought fit to compoſe a Treatiſe under 
the Title of a RaT1oNALE on the Book of Com- 
mon-Prayer. Herein alſo has He been followed 
with great Succeſs by ſome Others, who under 
Pretence of illuſtrating our Liturgy, or ſhew- 
ing its Excellency and Beauties, have taken the 
opportunity to palm upon the Church, with 
the Publick Stamp, ſuch Additional Notions and 


Cuſtoms, as were moſt agreeable to their own 


Private Tudgment, Intereſt or .Deſigns ; but 
which the Book itſelf was in reality compos'd 
in order to prevent. | 


OF this ſubtle Method thus artfully per- 
ſued, it has been one notorious Conſequence 
that the moſt regular Obſervers of the eſta- 
bliſp*d Rules of our Liturgy have had the miſ- 
fortune to be thought, by many well-mean- 
ing Perſons, the leaſt affected to it; whilſt 
Thoſe, who make it their conſtant Practice 
boldly to tranſgreſs its Laws, and teach others 
ſo to do, are in vulgar Eſtimation reputed its 
beſt Friends; tho* I am verily perſuaded it 
will be hard to ſhew, upon a fair — 

I | | that 
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that they are not, in Fact, a moſt incongrubus 
and daring Sort of Nonconformiſts, not to ſay, 
Phanaticks ; which might be perhaps too harſh 


a Denomination for thoſe to bear, who are 
themielves moſt liberal in beſtowing it upon 
others: Yet, in Strictneſs of Speech, according 


to the Etymology or true Import of the Word, 


They are the Phanaticks who go after Phan- 
cy in their Devotions, grounding themfelves up- 
on ſuch Vbims and Reveries as have no Founda- 
tian but in the Phantaſtick Viſions of their own 
Tmaginations. For which Reaſon I have of- 
ten thought the completeſt Syſtems of Phana- 
ticiſm now extant might be collected from the 
celebrated Popiſh RaTrionAL1A, the Contents 
whereof may, with the utmoſt Propriety of 
Word and Thought, be ſtiled 1E Inven- 
'TIons of Man in the WorsniP of Goon. 
Accordingly the impartial Dupin, in his Ac- 
count of the 13th Century wherein fuch Traſh 
chiefly abounded, thus juſtly characteriſes the 
Writers of this Turn of Thought, viz. that 
& they buſted themſelves only in ſeeking and 
„ iaventing myſtical Reaſons, which they made 
ce the Subject of their Work.“ 


B u r enough of this at preſent : *Tis time 
I ſhould now proceed, as propos'd, impartial- 
ly to examine the Reaſons aſſign'd for the 
Practice before us by our own profeſ”?d Prote- 
fant Divines, And ſince the MANUAL of 
Biſhop Sparrow abovementioned paſſes for a 
Sort of Standard in its Kind, has been not 


long ſince ſet forth in a Seventh Edition, and 
| is 


* 
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is perhaps the very Fountain whence many 
have imbib'd their Notions of the Legality, 
Reaſonableneſs, and Duty of this Predominant 
Practice in the Church, I ſhall in the Firſt 
Place endeavour to pay all due regard to 


o 


the Arguments therein contain'd: After his 


Lordſhip, Dr. Biſſe and the Rev*. Mr. Charles 
Wheatley, as the Two next moſt celebrated 
Authors of their Kind, will claim my At- 
tention : Nor ſhall our KE BLIS Ts have any 


reaſon to complain They are altogether, by 
ME, neglected. 


THE Biſhop, I own, by fixing it upon 
the Rubrics, has attempted to put the Cere- 
mony in Diſpute upon a juſt Foundation; 
for if it be There to be found, it muſt on all 
Hands be acknowledged as a Ceremony of 
the Church of England. But I im ſincerely 
of opinion, that the Reaſons aſſign'd in the 
Caſe, notwithſtanding they have long paſs'd 
current with ſuch as have taken them with- 
out Examination, will be found extremely 
wanting, when they come to be weigh'd in 
the Ballance : nor can I at preſent think other- 
wiſe than that his Lordſhip, (to borrow the 
Words of Mr. Gregory) has very abſolutely 
miſcarried in every ſingle Branch of his Ar- 
gumentation on This Subject. | 


TAE firſt Rybric he has pitch'd upon for 
his Purpoſe is that concerning the Leſſons in 
Morning Prayer; where it is ſaid “ He 
e that readeth fo ſtanding and turning himſelf 
as He may beſt be heard of all ſuch as are 
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c preſent.” i. e. ſays the Biſhop, turning to- 
wards the People, *< whereby it appears that 
« immediately before the Leſſons he lookt 
« another way, from the People, becauſe here 
« he is directed to turn towards them.“ 


And this other way the Biſhop infers was fo- 
wards the Eaſt, 5 


Bur, in the firſt Place, I think it may be 
very fairly queſtion'd, whether the afore- 
ſaid Clauſe in the Rubric does at all require 
any Change of Poſition, as to his Aſpect, in 


the Reader: The Language of our Liturgy 


is frequently not introductory of any thing 
new to be done, but admonitory for us to 
continue to do what. we ought to have been 
doing before. Thus, for inſtance, in the 
Midſt of our Devotions it is often ſaid, Let 
« u pray.” Ovught it therefore to be taken 
for granted our Thoughts at that inſtant were 
all turn'd another way? Again, in the Rubric 
after the Abſolution, the Miniſter is injoin'd to 
ſay the Lords-Prayer with an audible Voice: 
But does it thence follow, that he ſaid the 
Abſolution ſo as not 10 ge heard? 


In the 2d Book of King Edward there 
was prefixt a general Order relating to Morn- 
ing and Evening Service, by which the Mi- 
niſter was directed . jo to turn himſelf as the 
«© People might beſt hear.” Which, Biſhop 
Sparrow himſelf being Judge, muſt have 
meant, that he ſhould cor:ſtantly turn himſelf 
towards the People: And if this Kubric was 

h not 
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not thought neceſſary to be continued in the 
ſubſequent Alterations of the Common-Prayer 
Book, we may very well take it to have 
been becauſe it was ſuppos'd in the nature of 
the thing, which ſpoke itſelf. For how could 
that be call'd Common-Prayer, which the 
People in general could not hear, and con- 
ſequently wherein they could not join? Nay 
the very Genius of the Reformation and the Go- 
ſpel do plainly require the Miniſter ſhould ob- 
ſerve this Turn in Prayer; ſince it is the pro- 
- feſt Principle of both, that All Things in 
« the Church ſhould be done for edifying:“ 
and that Edification comes by Hearing.“ 
What had we gain'd by having Divine Ser- 
vice perform'd in our own Tongue, if the 
Prieſt had ſtill the Liberty fo to turn himſelf 
as to be worſt heard? indeed, by the Majority 
of the Congregation not heard at all? For 
my own Part, I can ſee very little Difference, 
as to publick Benefit, betwixt having Divine 
Service in a Language not underſtood, and a 
Language not beard by the People. 


THe next Rubric inſiſted on is that be- 
fore the Abſolution at the Communion, where 
it is ſaid “ Then ſhall the Prieſt, or Bi- 
« ſhop if preſent, ſtand, and turning himſelf 
to the People, ſay” But here again 
there is no neceſſity we ſhould ſuppoſe, from 
the Conſtitution of the Church of Fxzland, 
that the Miniſter turn'd from the People be- 
fore. As to the Turning requir'd of him that 
officiates, the Language of our Rubrics is— 

F 2 towards 
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towards the People, and Iowards the Table , 


now the Table, by the 82d Canon, ought . to 
« beplac'din ſo good Sort within the Church 


* 


« or Chancel, when the holy Communion is 
« to be adminiſtred, as thereby the - Miniſter 
© may be more conventently heard of the Com- 


* municants in his Prayer) and Miniſtration, 


« and the Communicants lo more conve- 
« niently, and in more Number, may com- 
c municate with the Miniſter,.*——In which 


Caſe the Miniſter, by turning towards the 


Table at the Communion, would only turn 


from one Part of the Communicants to an- 
other: and again, the Stand appointed him 
being at the North- ſide of the Table, by 
turning towards the Table he muſt conſe- 
quently ſer his Face, not towards the EasT, 
but toward the Sour H: which is ſo far from 
making for the Advocates of Eaſtward Ado- 
ration, that it makes againſt them. 


Ap indeed, upon the moſt careful Per- 
uſal, I cannot find any one Rubric, thro? 
all our Liturgy, which either expreſly, or by 
natural Conſequence, requires the Miniſter to 
worſhip towards the EasT, or to perform any 
one Part of his Office that way. That which 
looks moſts like it is the Rubric before the 
Prayer of Conſecration, where there is mention 
of the Prieſt's ſtanding before the Table. But 
the Rationa] Illuſtrator of the Book of 
Common- Prayer * tells us, Biſhop Beveridge 
has ſhewn, that (wherever in the Antient Li- 


9 P. 274. 
ce turgies 
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« turgies the Miniſter is directed to ſtand be- 
« fore the Altar, the North Side of it is always 
« meant.” Upon this very Rubric alſo he 
well obſerves, that „in the Romiſh Church 
« they always ſtand before the Altar during 
« the time of Conſecration, to prevent the 
« People from being Eye-witneſſes of their 
« Operation in working their pretended Mi- 
« racle: but that our Church, which pretends 
„ to no ſuch Miracle, injoins the direct con- 
« trary, by ordering the Prieft ſo to order 
the Bread and Wine, that he may with the 
« more readineſs and decency break the 
Bread and take the Cup into his Hand be- 
« fore the People.” Theſe things have I 
tranſcrib'd for the ſake of our Keblifts, who, 
towards the latter End of their Second Part, 
may be charitably ſupposd, very much to 
have miſunderſtood this Rubric, which they 
produce as ſomething to their purpoſe, when 


tis very far from it. 
After all; ſuppoſing there were ſome little 


Intricacies, or even Inconſiſtencies in our Ru- 
brics as to this Affair; or even that deſign'd 
Ambiguities had artfully been ſlipt in by the 
Management of ſome at one time or other 
concern'd in their Review, yet ſurely no true 
Proteſtant would wittingly ever ſo expound 
our Rubrics as to make them elude and de- 
feat the great Deſign and End of the Refor- 
mation in Divine Service, which was to pro- 
mote the Glory of God, and the Edification of 
the People by Hearing. This is a Conſidera- 

| | tion 
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tion which, in my humble Opinion, may at 
any time be juſtly inſiſted upon. 


Bur I muſt not omit to confider alſo 
what Biſhop Sparrow farther offers as to the 
Reality and Reaſonabl-neſs of this conteſted 
Cuſtom in the Church of England. This, 
« fays he, was the antien! Cuſiom of the 
« Church of England, that the Prieſt who 
« did officiate, in all thoſe Parts of the Ser- 
« vice which were directed to the People, 
<« turn'd himſelf towards them; as in the Ab- 
c ſolution, ſo in the Benedifion, reading of 
« the Leſſons, and holy Commandments : But 
in thoſe Parts of the Office which were di- 
* rected to God immediately, as Prayers, 
«© Hymns, Lauds, Confeſſions of Faith or Sins, 
he turn'd from the People: And for that 
<< purpoſe in many Pariſn-Churches of late, 
«<< the Reading Pews had one Desk for the 
«© Bible looking towards the People, to the 
„ Body of the Church, another for the Prayer- 
6 Book looking towards the EasT, ar up- 
per End of the Chancel.“ 


To all which it might be ſufficient for 
me to anſwer, — !] have already ſtleun that 
theſe Things, however common in practice, 
were decſar'd upon mature deliberation had 
by the moi4 competent Judges and undoubted 
Friends of the Church of England (before this 
Biſhop wrote) to have been Innovations in- 
* troduc'd into the Church without Law, 
« ſince the Reformation.” But here is one 
thing offers which may in particular deſerve 

| our 
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our Obſervation, viz. ++ That a Perſon of 
Biſhop Sparrow's Station and Renown in the 
Church ſhould here ſpeak of the Hymns and 
Lauds in our Offices, and of the P/alms alſo 
in general, and of the Creeds in particular, as 
what were immediately directed io God: when 
nothing is more plain, than that many of the 
former Sort are not at all directed to Him 
and not One of the Creeds can properly be 
ſaid ſo to be. As to the Pſalms and Hymns; 
I need only inſtance the Venite and Benedicite 
in Morning Prayer: The one of which is 
throughout addreſs*'d, not to God, but the 
Congregation: and the other ſeems intentio- 
nally to be addreſs'd to every Being but God. 


I'n the Creeds alſo we often ſpeak of God 
indeed, but not 70 him in any one Article: 
tor which Reaſon Dr. Bennet, in his Diſcourſe 
on the Common Prayer “, very juſtly obſerves, 
— * Repeating the Belief is a Declaration 
« made to Man, even to the Congregation 
« preſent.” By the Biſhop's Rule therefore 
every Miniſter, in theſe Parts of the Service 
in particular, ought to turn himſelf, not from 
his Congregation, but towards them. A thing 
much to be obſery*d by all true Churchmen ; 
as is alſo what follows. 


« Anp very reaſonable, ſays his Lordſhip, 
* wasthis Us AE; for when the People were 
* ſpoken to, it was fit to look towards them: 


* P. 58. 
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&« but when God was ſpoken to, it was fit to 
« turn from the People.” As to the former 
Clauſe, I entirely accord with his Lordſhip 
but muſt confeſs I cannot readily ſee the Rea- 


ſonableneſs, or indeed Decency, of the latter : 


And am a little ſurpriz*d, that any one, who 
liv'd in thoſe Times, ſhould venture abroad a 
Conception of this nature in the face of the ſo 
much applauded Witticiſm upon a Republican 
Shilling, vir. That God and the Common- 
« wealth were not both of a fide.” But muſt 
all our Congregations be like that Republick ? 
Are we to take it for granted that God will 
be never more amongſt his People? And is the 
Promiſe, ſuppos'd to have been made perpe- 


tual to his Church in theſe Words, — here 


« Two or Three are gatber'd together in my 
« /Name, there am I in the midſt of you,”* come 
utterly to an end? — Let us hear only what 
Biſhop Beveridge, clear of all partial Views, ſays 
in his Diſcourſe of the Preſence of Chriſt in the 
Religious Aſſemblies of Chriſtians ®. <« It is 
„ true we have no ſuch Signs and Tokens 
« now, neither do we need them, as the 
« Fews did; for we have Chriſt's own Word 
« for it, which is more than all ſuch Viſible 
„ Signs as then were, or ever can be, given 
for it: We have it from his own Mouth, 


not that He is only in one Place, as he 


«<< was then, but that whereſoever two or three 


are gathered together in his Name, there 
« is He in the midſt of them. Our Lord him- 


„ 


* P. 169. 
« ſelf, 
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« ſelf, the Antitype of theirs, is now our 
& Merey- Scat; as the Apoſtle aſſures us, ſay- 
&« ing, that God hath ſet forth him to be 
e fag eiÜ, 1. e. not a Propitiation as we ren- 
« der it, but a Mercy-Seat, as the Word ſig- 
« nifies, Rom. iii. 25. Now we can go to this 
« Mercy-Seat, or, as the Apoſtle elſewhere 


« calls it, the Throne of Grace, whereſoever 


« we are: for it is but meeting together in his 
Name, and we may, and ought to be, as cer- 
« tain that He is with us, as if we ſaw him 
_ « fitting and ſhining forth in his Glory over 
e the Mercy-Seat, as he did in the Old Law; 
« for we have a more ſure Word of Pro- 


ce phecy.“ : 


Txr1s being the Caſe: if the Prieſt will at 
any time turn away from the People, I do not 
ſee any Buſineſs they have to turn after him : 
in turning from Them he turns from Thoſe 
to whom is the Promiſe of the true Chriſtian 
SHECINAH, the ſpiritual eſfective Preſence of 
their Saviour: And in my humble Opinion, 
for a Miniſter of Chriſt to pretend to his Con- 
gregation that whenever be ſpeaks to God, bis 
ft he ſhould turn from Them, is to advance an 
inſolent and antichriſtian Notion: and, as far 
as I can find, is an Improvement even upon 
Popiſh Prieſtcraft. Durandus F himſelf frankly 
owns, that ** in Churches which have their en- 
ce tranceat the Eaſt End, as at Rome, there is 
no neceſſity of the Prieſt's turning to ſalute 
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c the People, becauſe thoſe that officiate in 
&« ſuch Churches, ſtand always with their 
&« Faces towards the People.“ I have there- 
fore not a little wonder'd how, in an Age of 
common Senſe, any Proteſtant Divine durſt of- 
fer ſo far to impoſe upon the Laity, without 
dreading their juſt Reſentment with a * Qu 
« uſque tandem abutere Patientid noſtrd ?”* The 
honeſt Church of England could not more ef- 
fectually have diſclaim*d and diſcountenanc'd 
any ſuch arrogant and impious Pretence, than 
She has by the Rubric after the Pſalm in the 
Office of Matrimony, where the Bride and 
Bridegroom being appointed to kneel before 
the Lord's Table, the Prieſt ſtanding at the 


Table is expreſly order'd, in Prayer, to turn 


his Face towards them. 


Tu Biſhop in the next place proceeds to 
aſſign his Special Reaſon why we ſhould turn 
to the EasT, rather than to any other Quar- 


ter: viz. * Becauſe if there be any Part of 


&« the World more honourable in the Eſteem 
« of Men, than another, it is fit to look hat 
0 way.” ——— And this Reaſon, (ſays he) 
“ St. Auſtin gives of the Churches antient 
« Cuſtom of turning to the EasT in their 
* publick Prayers, becauſe the EasT is the 
* moſt honourable Part of the World, being 
the Region of Light, &c", 


As to this Maxim of the Biſhop's, that 0 if 
e there be any Part of the World more ho- 
„ nourable than another in the Eſteem of 


&«& Men, &c.” I find it at leaſt counterbal- 
| lanc'd 
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lanc'd by one of the ſame Order, whoſe 
Words are theſe, An Opinion cannot juſtify 
« mens Practice founded upon it, if that 


« proves to be falſe.” Suppoſing therefore 


there were no other Objection, yet ought we 
to examine whether the Opinion be juſtl 

grounded, or whether it be not void of al 
real and rational Foundation : The Ground of 
our Eſteem here alledg*d by St. Auſtin is, 
that The Eaſt is the Region of Light.” This 
Point I have already diſcuſs'd in handling 
thoſe Reaſons of the Fathers to which I have 
aſſign'd the 4th and 6th Place in the former 
Part of my Di/qui/ition : But I ſhall here far- 


ther obſerve, (after Scaliger) that, abſolutely - 


ſpeaking, ** there is no ſuch thing as a de- 
« terminate or fixt Place in the Heavens, ei- 
e ther for the EasT or WesT ; but that 
e both vary according to the various Parts of 
« the Earth which they reſpect: The EasT 
&« js every where; the ſame Stars do eve 

« where both riſe and ſet at the ſame inſtant, 
«* tho? not to the ſame People.” 4 This conſi- 


der'd, our EasT can no more be ſaid to be 


the Region of Light, than the Region of Dark- 
neſs ; becauſe the Moment the Sun riſes to one 


+ Nullus enim præſcriptus vel Orienti vel Occidenti 
Locus præter eum qui habear reſpectum noſtri: Ubique 
Oriens eſt : Ubique Aſtra oriuntur ſimul, & occidunt eo- 
dem momento eadem, ſed non eiſdem. J. C. Scalig. Exer. 
52. de Subtilitate. Vide etiam Exer. 99. The Engliſh 
Reader may alſo find a very ſatisfattory Account of this 
Matter in Sir Thomas Brown's Pſcudoxia Epidemica, or, 
Enquiries into Vulgar and Common Errours, Book 6. 
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half of the World, it ſets to the other : and 
if their EasT be to any People the moſt by- 
nourable Part of the World, as they thence 
receive their Light, it muſt conſequently be 
the leaſt honourable to their Antipodes, as it 
leaves them in the Dark, 


Bur to go at once to the Bottom of this 
matter, and initiate our ſelves in the TRUE 
PrilLosoPHY of EASTWARD ADORATION, 
we need only recollect the moſt abſurd, not 
to ſay ridiculous, Notions of the Fathers as 
to the Syſtem of the World. viz. That the 
Heavens were only as a vaſt Canopy, the 
Verge of which reſted upon the Ocean, in 
the midſt whereof was the Earth, and out of 
the Eaſtermoſt Side the Sun aroſe, and ha- 
ving perform'd his dayly Courſe thro? the 
Vault of Heaven, went into the Ocean again 
in the Veſt, thence to return and enlighten 
the World by the Way of the EasT.* 


Hznce, in their conceit that Quarter 
ought to have the Preference above any o- 
ther: And what the learned Dr. Plot, ac- 
counting for the Practice of the Fathers, tells 
us in his Natural Hiſtory above-mention'd, 
may ſerve as an uſeful Comment upon this 
profound Philoſophy, viz. * There were 


r 
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& Retp. ad Orthodox. R. 130. & paulo infra: sJ*fia 
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See alſo Daille of the Right Uſe of the Fathers. Part 2. 
p. 49 Item, The Introduction to Mr, Whiſton's Theory. 
p. 85. &c. | 
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« ſome who imagin'd the Earth to be a Ro- 
« TUNDUM PLANUM terminated by the Ho- 
« rjzontal Segment of the viſible Heavens.“ 
The Doctor's Rotundum Planum, Cc. will be 
beſt explain'd to the Engliſo Reader by the 
Notion of the wild Indians, who held the 
Earth to be flat and round like a TRENCHER, 
as we read in Capt. Smith's Hiſtory of Vir- 
ginia T: according to which Virginian Philo- 
ſophy the whole Surface of the Earth would 
have but one Horizon ; conſequently inſtead 
of Scaliger's Oriens ubique,” or the EasT's 
being every where, it would follow Oriens om- 
nibus idem eſt, the very ſame Point is the- 


EasT to all Nations: which Suppoſition in- 


deed may ſerve as a Key to molt that the Fa- 
thers, in their folemn manner, have taught up- 
on the preſent Subject. But, after all our boaſted 
modern Improvements, have we yet made 
no farther Progreſs in Science! As times now 
go, will any common Tutor in either of our 
moſt learned Univerſities inſtruct his Pupils 
to worſhip towards the EasT on this Hypo- 
theſis! Is the World never to grow wiſer ! 
Or are they, who have ſate at the Feet of Phi- 
loſophers, always to act as if they knew no 
better! | 


Ac Alx, ſuppoſing we admit this moſt vul- 


gar Syſtem, which in. fact ſubſiſted amongſt - 


the generality of Mankind (and therefore the 
Fathers are the more excuſable) ſome thou-. 
ſand years; yet has God ſufficiently reveal'd 
to us, that there is by no means any ratio- 
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nal connexion betwixt the Sun's riſing in the 
EasT, and our worſhiping towards it. The 
FasT was as much the Region of Light to 


his own People as to any other, yet were 


they taught by divine Appointment, in wor- 
ſhiping, to turn their Backs upon it: And 
as the Heathens aſcrib'd the EasT to the 
falſe Gods *, ſo did the Fews the WExsT to the 


True One +. And, as Mr. Selden very rightly 


obſerves (having firſt refuted ſome little Ca- 
vils to the contrary) * by the moſt antient 
« Diſcipline of the Hebrews, no Sacred Rite 
« whatever was wont in the Temple to be 
« perform'd towards the EasT, but on the 
& contrary towards the Weſt.” || 


AFTER all, the Fountain of Light, as I have 
elſewhere obſerv*d, is the Sun it ſelf; and 
then, ſtrictly ſpeaking, wherever we behold 
the Sun, whether in the EasT or WesrT, 
There is, the Region of Light. I could indeed 
ſupply our Kebliſts with an Argument for the 
more eſpecial Preſence of God in this moſt 
noble Luminary from ſome very antient Ver- 
ſions of the Scripture, according to which, 
that Paſſage in the 19th Pſalm, which we 
tranſlate —— In them [the Heavens] hath 
« he {et a Tabernacle for the Sun,” ought to 
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2 Oels c Te avamMng. Porph. de . Nymph. 
268, 

+ Majeſtas divina eſt in Occidente. More Nevoch. 
Par. 3. G. 45. 

Ex vetuſtiſſimà Ebracorum Diſciplina, ritum ad O- 
rientem ſacrum nullum in Templo peragi ſolitum, ſed 
interim ad Occidentem De Synedr, L. 3. c. 16. 
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be render'd —— © In the Sun hath he ſet a 
« Tabernacle for H1MsELF :” a Notion much 
approv'd by BIILARMINE. But it muſt not 
at the ſame time be diſſembled, that an in- 
genious Divine of our own hath lately at- 
tempted, with great plauſibleneſs, to ſhew 
this Cæleſtial Body to be the Place of Hell ||: 


or, as one long before him expreſs'd it, 


THe ConTinenNT or THE DAux'p“: 
which our warmeſt Advocates for Eaſtward 
Adoration will not, I preſume, maintain to be 
he moſt honourable Part of the World. 


Bur the moſt ſolemn Argument, and which 
of late Ages has had the greateſt Influence 
upon the Minds of Men, 1s yet to come: 
This our wiſe Rationaliſt prudently reſerv'd 
for the finiſhing Stroke to the good Cauſe in 
hand, as what would moſt effectually cloſe 


the Debate againſt all Contradiction. The 


Force of it may be thus briefly ſumm'd toge- 
ther, „We muſt worſhip towards the 
ALT Aa, therefore we mult worſhip to- 
« wards the EAs r.“ | 


Bur this ſpecious Argument has the Mis- 


fortune to be lame both before and behind. 


By the Conſtitution of the Church of England 
it has been ſufficiently ſhewn, that whenever 
the Miniſter is injoin'd to turn towards the 
Table, he is injoin*d to turn towards the. South : 


——_— 


|} Enquiry into the Nature and Place of Hell. By Mr. 
Swinden. 
* Sandy's Travels. 
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thus the Sequel fails. Upon examination al. 
ſo the Antecedent will be found to halt as 
well as the Conſequence ; at leaſt in the Judg- 
ment of our Reformers: But not always to 
inſiſt upon what, with Contempt perhaps, will 
be call'd modern Authority, let us take the Mat- 
ter higher. That under the Goſpel Diſ- 
penſation our Devotions in general ought to be 
rform'd towards an Altar, is a Circumſtance 
of which neither the Scriptures, nor the trul 
Primitive Chriſtians, have giv'n us the Jeaf 
Intimation : nay I may venture to affirm, that 
the Church of Chriſt for more than 300 Years 
had no Notion of Praying, much leſs of pro- 
feſſing their Faith, towards any ſuch Thing: 


as I doubt not the intelligent and impartial 


Reader, by a moderate Attention to what fol- 
lows, will, of himſelf, conclude, 


A little to take off the edge of Preju- 
dice, which thoſe who deal in unfaſhionable 
Truths muſt ever expect will be keen againſt 
them, I beg leave juit to remind the Reader 
of what the very learned Mr. John Gregory 
abovecited, has honeſtly declar*d on this Oc- 
caſion : =——— Tou will not find any the 


„ leaſt mention of Adoration towards the A. 


& far in the whole Stock of Church-Antiqui- 
ty, Greek, Latin, Arabick or whatſoever ; 
«© — and where you think you meet with 
& any ſuch thing, underſtand it {till of the 
« Easr, or elſe you will be out.“ Co 


* Now what with me gives no little Support 


to this Aſſertion of Mr. Gregory is, that - 
| oft 
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join'd, and conſe 


Warſbiping towards the EAST: 
oft as the Fathers have occaſion to ſpeak of 
what it was they pray'd towards, they do in 
general declare it to have been the EasT. 
And the manner of preſcribing this Uſage in 


the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions does in particular. 


deſerve our Notice; ſince Men are thereby 
expreſly injoin'd, when they pray, to have 
their Minds or Thoughts upon the EAST, as 


« praying to God who fits upon the Heaven 


« of Heavens in the EasT *.“ So that the 
Altar is here intirely out of the Cafe; we are 


not requir'd in our Devotion to have any 


regard to it, or the leaſt Thought about it, 
but to be intent upon a far diſtant Point : 
inſomuch that a Perſon praying towards the 
EasT might be juſtly ſaid not to pray to- 
wards the Altar, tho? it ſtood directly before 
him, any more than towards any other Ob- 


ject that ſhould lie berwixt him and the op- 


poſite Side of the World: for what He is in- 
quently underſtood, to pray 
towards, is That only which he is injoin'd in 
Prayer Maresi, to have his Mind or Thoughts 
upon. This is the very Term made uſe of 
in the Conſtitutions, and, what is more remark- 
able, in preſcribing what relates to the Com-, 
munion-Service. And tho* theſe Conſtitu- 
tions (as ſhall be ſhewn) are indeed, as to 
their Title, ſpurious, and as to Time uncer- 
tain, yet muſt they be allow'd not to hold 
the laſt Rank in Antiquity, and are what 
may afford us ſome Light into the State of the 
Church of old. But to proceed 


ee wes 


* _— WY — ai 4 a4. 4a i.£4 4h. — — 


— 


* i aralonds ae, Lib. 2. c. 57. 


What 


49 


50 


A DISQUISITION pon 


War Biſhop Sparrow, and all our mo- 
dern Divines in his way of teaching, ſeem 
to ground themſelves upon, is the Vulgar 
Error, that in the firſt Churches regularly erected 
the Communion Tables, or what They rather 
call the Altars, were plac'd in the EasT-Enp : 
Archbiſhop Laud, — his Tryal, was 
ſo poſitive in this Cafe;”as to affirm it to have 
been general in all Churches, and that they 
ſtood even cloſe to the EasT-WaALL, as, 
fays He, All Antiquity manifeſts *.** Which 
yet his own Chaplain Mr. Mede ſcrupled not 
to declare to be a foul and monſtrous Error” 
in his Brother Chaplain Dr. Heylin T. But 
this by the way. The Divines afore- 
faid, I fay, being very unanimous that Altars 
in general were plac'd towards the EasT-Enp 
of the Chancels, concluded that thoſe, who wor- 
ſhip'd towards the EasT, muſt of courſe wor- 
ſhip towards the Altar. In anſwer to which, 
not to ſpend time in inlarging upon a very 
obvious Objection ariſing from what I have 
Juſt obſery*d out of the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, 
I do inſiſt upon it, that their Notion itſelf, 
as to the Place of the Lord's Table in the firſt 
Churches, is a vulgar Error, the Suppoſition 
of a Fact void of all Foundation, and con- 
trary to the real Truth of the Caſe. And 
as ſtrange as what I now advance may ſeem 
to our KEBLi1sTs, I doubt not but the moſt 
Zealous of them would entirely accord with 


* Ruſhworth's Coll. Vol. 2. p. 278. 
+ At the Cloſe of @ Letter to Mr. Eſtwick. 


me, 


9 ow 


2 FF as jfuls 5 wm 


Morſbiping towards the EAST. 
me, could I make it appear, That the Ge- 
neral Situation of Churches, even to the 
fifth Century, was the very Reverſe of what 
we now behold, viz. That they had their 
chief Entrances, not as now towards the 
Wrsr, but towards the EasT: This, I 
ſay, muſt unite them all in Opinion, that the 
Altar could not be plac'd cloſe to, or near 
the EasT-EnpD of the Houſe of God; the 
Door, I think, having never been reckoned 
in the general Eſteem of Men, the moſt bo- 


- nourable Place in any Houle. 


In order to what is propos'd, the only 


Poſtulatum J ſhould defire to be granted is 


Tris — that “ Buildings are properly ſaid 
« to be ſituated, to front, face, look or ſtand 
* that way, by which they have their chief Eu- 
« trance and Acceſs.” This is nothing more 
than what is &nſonant to the general Lan- 


guage of Architects antient and modern: and 


this being granted, it will not be denied, 
that which way ever Buildingsare ſaid to have 
ſtood, to be ſituabed, &c. that way, if we cre- 
dit the Writer, ought we to underſtand the 
had their chief Entrance and Acceſs. | 


Tus being premis'd; I ſhall next ex- 
hibit the moſt antient general Rule for building 
chriſtian Churches now extant, and alſo the 
moſt antient general Deſcription of them that 
has fallen —_ my Obſervation. The Rule 
we have in the Conſtitutions above-cited, viz. 
* That Churches ſhould be turn'd towards the 

H 2 « EAST.“ 
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« FasT*,” And no doubt but, if they 
were turn'd that way, they would ſtand that 
way, and by conſequence” have their chief 
Entrance that way. 


Ir will perhaps be objected, this Conſti- 
tution has been otherwile interpreted; but 
the Queſtion with me is not, how it has been, 
but how it ought to be interpreted, according 
to the Propriety of Language amongſt thoſe 
moſt converſant in affairs of this Nature ; and 
indeed according to the common Ule and Ac- 
ceptation of the Words. But to ſhew that I 
am not fingular in my Interpretation; Doctor 
Spencer, tis plain, underſtood this Place in 


the Senſe I now contend for, when ſpeaking of 


certain Churches in the primitive Times with 
their Veſtibula or Entrances towards the EasT, 
« To this Cuſtom, ſays he, Clemens, (Con. 
« Apoſt. I. 2. c. 57.) Sc. if You have leiſure 
ce to conſult them, do give ſufficient Teſti- 
* mony For 150 


As to the general Deſcription of Churches 
when built; the moſt antient to me ſeems that 
of Tertullian, Noſtræ Columba Domus 
«« ſimplex, etiam in editis ſemper, & apertis, 


* #94 Tgw[oy {42v 6 oixos Ew Emjhiluiss nol” Gus 
expire. ubi ſupra. 
ex co more gentilitio profectum videtur, quod, 
wb rei Chriſtianæ Principia, Gentiles converſi Templo- 
rum nonnullorum Veſtibula verſus Orientem ædificarent: 
Huic mori Clemens (Con. Apoſt. I. 2. c. 57.) & Euſebius 
(L. 10. c. 4.) ſi ferat otium facile conſulendi, teſtimonium 
latis amplum perhibent. De Leg. Hab. p. 849. 
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« & ad Lucem.” In this well known Paſſage, 
which is on all hands agreed to relate to 
Churches, we have a full Account of the 
Situation; and we can underſtand nothing elſe 
by it but that it was generally, if not conſtant- 
ly, Higb, Open, and towards the EasT. 


To come from this general Deſcription to 


articular Churches: One of the moſt antient 
and auibentick Deſcriptions that we have (as 
Mr. Bingham himſelf obſerves) of any parti- 
cular Church, is that in Euſebius * of the 


Church of Tyre; the Great Entrance of which 


is more than once deſcrib'd as oppoſite to the 
dun- Riſing. The Founder of this Church was 
the Biſhop of the Place, who no doubt knew 
very well what he did in placing the Great 
Doors, which were ** exceeding lofty and 
magnificent,“ towards the EAST. 


THis was the nobleſt Structure the Chri- 
ſtians till then were ever maſters of: And 
when, ſoon after, Conſtantine ordered a Church 
to be built at Jeruſalem, which ſhould not 
only excel all other Churches, but alſo all 
other Buildings in the World, This again had 
its Grand Entrance towards the EasT : for 
„Three Doors (ſays my Author F) fitly 
* plac'd at the Riſing Sun receiv'd the Mut. 
A titudes of thoſe that went in.” It is wor- 
thy of obſervation alſo, that this Church was 
bole upon Conſultation with, it not chiefly 


8 


n. 1. 20. e. 4. | 
+ Euſcbius de Vita Conſtantini, Lib. 3. cap. 37. 


under 
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under the Direction of, the Dioceſan, and the 


Dedication of it was celebrated by a general 
Confluence of Biſhops from all Parts, with 
the higeſt Encomiums both upon the Stru- 
Hure and the Founder, in all things expreſſing 
the greateſt Joy imaginable ||: Yet ſurely 
muſt it have caus'd ſome Abatement in the 
general Satisfaction, had ſo noble a Structure, 
after all, been built with the wrong End. 
upwards, | 


Many more were the Churches erected 
by the ſame Emperor ; nor 1s there any rea- 
ſon to doubt (tho* Hiſtorians may be ſilent 
as to that Particular) but they bad the ſame 


Situation: and this I am the more inclin'd to 


believe, becauſe from the Sermon of Leg 
above-cited, by the Deſcription of the Acceſs 
to St. Peter's in Rome, it appears that Church 
then had (as it ſtill continues to have) its En- 
trance towards the EasT : which Church alſo 
owes its Original to Conſtantine as may be 


ſeen by an Inſcription over its Entrance“. 


Bzes1pses, Such was the common Situation of 
Churches in that Age, as is clearly atteſted 
by Paulinus Biſhop of Nola, who wrote in the 
latter end of it: for ſpeaking of a Church 
himſelf had founded Ir has not,” ſays 
he, © its Proſpect towards the EasT, as the 


— 
KR 


See again the Life of Conſtantine, B. 3 & 4. 
* Vide Donatum de Urbe Roma. 1.4. p. 383. item 
330. 380, 1 
more 


 Waorſhiping towards the EAs r. 


« more uſual Manner is F. How long af- 
terwards it continued ſo, I will not be poſitive 


believe it began to decline about that time: 


for Pineda above-cited writes, that the Cuſ- 
« tom, which the Primitive Fathers of-the 
« Church had obſerv*d and injoin'd, of build- 


ing Churches towards the EasT, was grown | 


« out of uſe in the time of Leo the Firſt, 
« Biſhop of Rome ;“ viz. about the middle 


of the next Century after that we have been 


ſpeaking of. 


HOW EVER, Churches thus built thus 
continued for many Ages. Durandus, who 
died in the 14th Century, by the Paſſage 
above- cited. In Churches which have their 
« Doors towards the EAST, as at Rome t, 
ſeems to ſpeak of them as common there in 
his Time. And Biſhop Jewel, referring to this 
Paſſage in his Diſpute with Harding, plainly 
gives us to underſtand the ſame of the Great 
Churches, in general, at Milain, Naples, Lions, 


Mentz, and Rome; and, in particular, of the 


Church of St. Laurence in Florence, at the 
time when He wrote * : by which one would 
be tempted to imagine that All, or moſt of 
them, remain ſo to this very Day. The rea- 
ſon, why the Great Churches more eſpecially 
(as obſerv*d) ſhould be found thus ſituate, is 


+ Proſpectus Baſilicæ non, ut uſitatior Mos eſt, Orien- 
tem ſpear. Ep. 12. ad Sever. 


In Jobi cap. 31. v. 26, 
+ Rar. Div. Off. J. 5. c. 2. 


* Reply, Artic, 3. of Prayers in a ſtrange Tongue. 
plain; 
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plain; They were beſt built, and ſo ſurviv d 
others of the ſame Date, which, in all pro- 
bability had the ſame n 


Turs E Things conſidered, it ſeems to 
me abundantly manifeſt, That for the four 
« firſt Centuries the GeneralSituation of Churches 
« was directly the Reverſe of what we now 
c behold,” Yet muſt it be own'd, this Truth 
is contrary to the receiv'd Opinion, not only 
of the Vulgar, but even of the Generality of our 
moſt celebrated and learned Writers. What 
ſeems to have led them into the Miſtake, 1s 
the current Notion, —*<< That, as the Primi- 
<« tive Chriftians worſhip'd towards the EasT, 
their Churches, to be accommodated to their 
« Manner of Worſhip, ought to have had 
<< their Entrances, as ours have, at the WES T- 
Exp.“ Thus ſpeaks Archbiſhop Williams in 
his Holy Table, Name and Thing : T hus his An- 
tagoniſt Dr. Heylin in his Antidotum: Thus 
allo the moſt learned Mr. Mede, and Mr. Stave- 
ley, in their Diſcourſes of Churches : *Tis plain 
alſo Dr. Cave and Mr. Bingham, if not all our 
modern Antiquaries, are entangled in this 
way of thinking. | 


Anp yet perhaps the matter of Fact is 
not more clear That the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians worſhip'd towards the EasT,” than 
«© That the Primitive Churches had alfo their 
* Fronts or Great Entrances that way.“ To 
untie this Knot, I beg leave (with all due 
Submiſſion to the many and great Authori- 
ties on the other Side) to lay down this Ob- 

ſervation, 


Morſpiping towards the EAS r. 
ſervation, —»<** That this Sort of Situation 
eis but a meer imaginary Impediment to Easr- 
« WARD ADORATION :” to which I ſhall add, 
'Tis highly probable it might in ſome Ages 
be held the moſt proper Situation tor that Pur- 
poſe. It is granted for the moſt part, 


lays Mr. Selden, that the Gentiles did in 


«« general look towards the EasT in Prayer, 
« and that therefore (for this very reaſon) 
* the Doors of their Temples did look to- 
© wards the ſame Quarter, even from the 
„ moſt antient Times F.“, 


Ax ſince we read that Daniel open*d his 
Windows to pray towards Feruſalem ; why 
can we. not conceive the Primitive Chriſtians 
to have ſet open their Doors in order to pray 
towards theEasT? This would, ſo far, clear 
the Proſpect towards it; which, in the Ge- 
nerality of our Churches is intercepted by a 
Stone- Wall above the Head of the talleſt 
Man in the Congregation : and in our Catbe- 
drals the Communicants have ſcarce ſo much 
as a Glimpſe of the EasT-Winpow. 


Bu T what more confirms me in my Opi- 
nion is, that in the Panegyrical Oration, in 
Euſebius , upon the Church of Tyre, the ſur- 
prizing CONVENIENCE as well as Beauty of 


*— 


11 


+ Admittitur autem plerumque Gentiles generatim 
Orientem, inter precandum, adeoque fores Templorum 
eorum eandem in Plagam a vetuſtiſſimis etiam Seculis 
ſpectaſſe. De Synedriis J. 3. cap. ult. 

1 L. 10. C. 4. 
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each Part of the Strutture is particularly &m- 


mended: This Church therefore could not 
but be thought well accommodated to the moſt 
remarkable Ceremony in all their Service: and 
yet had this, as well as that of Conſtantine, not 
only one, but Three Doors towards the EasT ; 
the middlemoſt of which, the Orator informs 
us, ©* ſtood like a Queen betwixt her Royal 
Supporters.“ 


Tuls being a fair State of the Caſe, Thoſe 
Gentlemen, who in this Diſpute have taken 
Sanctuary at the Allar, muſt certainly find 
themſelves greatly diſappointed; for ſince, 
according to their own common Principle, 
the uppermoſt Part is due to the ALTAR”, 
they cannot ſuppoſe it to be plac'd at or near 
the Door; nor can they deny, but that as 
many of the Congregation as ſtood betwixt 
the Door and the Altar, when they prayed 
towards the EAST, muſt have turn'd their 
Backs upon the Altar : and again, if any Re- 


verence were made towards it at their En- 


trance, it muſt have been made WES TWARPD, 


contrary to their profeſs'd KE BLA, or avow'd 
Point of Worſhip. 


T nx preſent Subject may be farther illu- 
ſtrated, by inquiring, What was the Ori- 
ginal Place aſſign'd for the Altar, or Com- 
nunion-Table, ſo calld, in Chriſtian Churches. 
The Deſcription of the Church of Tyre afore- 
laid will afford us perhaps the beſt Light we 
can now have in this matter: And hence it 
will appear the good Biſhop, the Founder of 
| | that 


— 
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that noble Pile, plac'd the Holy Table in the 
— of it; i. e. in the very middle of the 
y 


B 


ſpeaking of, had any ſeparate Apartments at 
their upper Ends, ſuch as we now call Chan- 
cels, for the Office of the Communion : This 
to me is evident from the Paſſage of Tertul- 
lian above- cited. Noſtræ Columbæ Domus 
« ſimplex . By which Expreſſion, in my 
Opinion, the Father makes it the Commen- 
dation of a Chriſtian Church that it had 23 
Partition, but conſiſted of one Room only. 


AnD. as to the manner of the Chancel in the 
Church of Tyre (the firſt I ever met with) it 
was not a diſtin? Part of the Building from the 
Body of the Church, but a circular Encloſure 
only in the Midſt of it, high enough to keep 
the Croud at a convenient diſtance from the 
Table, that the Miniſters might the better 
officiate. Which, to be brief, cannot perhaps 
be more juſtly conceiv*d, than by our imagin- 
ing the Communion Table at St. Paul's to be 
plac'd directly under the midſt of the Cupulo, 
with a round Space rail'd in about it, of ſuffi- 
cient Dimenſions handſomly to accommodate 
the Clergy, belonging to the Church in time 
of Divine Service. 


Tuis to me appears a juſt Account of the 
Original of Chancels: which alſo long conti- 


+ Adverſus Valentinianos, p.251. 
I 2 nued 


of the Church: for it is a very great 
Miſtake, tho? a very common one, to imagine 
that Churches, in the Times we have been 
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nued in this Poſture, as may appear from 
what Biſhop Jewel * cites out of St. Auſtin— 
« Menſa ipſius eſt illa in medio conſtituta.“ 
The Lord's Table is that which is plac'd in the 
Midſt. For which Poſition, even in his Time, 
Durandus, aſſigning a Reaſon, tells us, By 
« the Altar is underſtood the Heart of Man, 
« which is in the Middle of the Body, as the 
« Altar is in the Middle of the Church T.” 


A PLan, upon this Scheme, of the Church 
of Paulinus at Tyre, and another of that of 
the Holy Sepulchre at Feruſalem, may be 
ſeen in a little Tract of the Rev“. Sir George 
Wheeler concerning the Churches of the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians ; wherein, tho* He could not 
himſelf get over that Stumbling-Block, That 
Churches to be accommodated to their Man- 
« ner of Worſhip,” ſhould have their Chan- 
cels, as now, at the EasT-Enp, yet has he 
giv'n us fair Plans, ſo far as their Situation 
is concern'd, of the Two Churches now ſpe- 
cified. What influence the Inſpection of theſe 
Plans may have upon ſuch as are prejudic'd 
in favour of another Scheme, I know not; 
but would fincerely recommend them, toge- 
ther with their Deſcriptions in Euſebius, to 
their impartial Meditation : deſiring them 
moreover in particular to obſerve, that in 
thoſe early Times the Forts for Baptiſm will 


„ 


Againſt Harding, ubi ſupra. 
I Jer Altare Cor noſtrum intelligitur, quod eft in Me- 
dio Corporis, ſicut Altare in Medio Eccleliæ. Rat. Div. 


OF. Lib. 1. cap. 2. 
| appear 
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appear to have had their Place without, in 
the open Air, EasTwarD of the Church to 
which they belong'd ; ſo that all, who com- 
ing to be baptiz d made publick Profeſſion of 
the Chriſtian Faith towards the EasT, as 
was the undoubted Practice of the fourth Cen- 
tury, muſt of Neceſſity, in fo doing, turn 
their Backs upon the Aar, which ſtood with. 
in. That Chriſtians in thoſe Days therefore 


had no Notion of profeſſing their Faith towards 
an Altar, will bea Point more clear, if poſ- _ 


ſible, than that they had none of praying to- 
wards it, Nor ought it in the leaſt to be a 
thing incredible with us, that the truly Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians ſhould have no Notion, that 
they, properly ſpeaking, had any Altar at 
all, or that the Chriſtian Diſpenſation did at 
all /require it. 


BuT it is time for me now to aſk my 
Reader's Pardon that I have ſo long detain'd 
him on Points of this Nature, which perhaps 
may ſeem an Excurſion from my Subject: 
But I am verily perſuaded that, if what I have 


advanc'd will bear the Teſt (which I ſubmir - 


to the learned) I have cut the very Sinews of 
the Cauſe of EasTwaRD ADORATION as 
now in vogue, and not only deſtroy'd the 
chief Argument, but the chief Deſign of Some 
of its chief Advocates : who are Men of too 
much Philoſophy, and of too good Senſe, to 
have any real Regard in their religious No- 
tions to one Point of the Compaſs more than 
another; but are well enough pleas'd to m_ 

Ule 
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uſe of the EasT as a Shooing-Horn to their 
Altar ; and when once they have well fix'd 
our Devotions on that, the EAsr will be 
dropt of courſe; as is now the. Caſe in all 
Popiſh Churches where the Altar ſtands to- 
wards ſome other Quarter: even Juſt as the 


learned Mr, Mede himſelf has determin'd it 
' ought to be. En! 


I SyovLD now proceed to the Diſcuſſion 
of the Arguments of ſuch other 'of our Mo- 
derns as ſeem to deſerve a publick Notice: 
But it may be proper for me firſt to obviate 
Two Objections, which are the moſt likely 
of all others to be raisd- againſt what I have 
now advanc'd in relation to. Churches and 
ALTARS. | 


SOCRATES the Hiſtorian, ſpeaking of the 
various Circumſtances of Chriſtian Worſhip, 
obſerves that Cat Antioch in Syria the Site of the 
« Church was inverted ;”* for, ſays He, the 
« Altar [or rather Chancel] looks not towards 
« the EasT, but towards the WEST +.” 
Hence it has been agreed by the Generality 
of Writers, who in this, as in too many other 
Caſes, have gone in a Track, that This 
Church at Antiwch, facing towards the EasT, 
was built directly contrary to all other Churches; 
and a learned Doctor of our own in parti- 
cular calls it ** A moſt prepoſterous Situation.” 


he — 


: + „ ei dye egen EN Y On 5 wie rest 
aue loan T0 h ẽ,Ho-, 30d lg qu ops. L. ib. J. c. 22. 


Yet 
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Yet no Man ſure, that will conſider what 
has been now offer'd, can ſuppoſe that a 
Church in this Situation could be any thing { 
rare or uncommon in the Time of Socrates : b 
to any unprejudice*d Mind it will appear much 
more probable, that this very Church was one ö 
of the then new - faſhion'd Churches, which 
ſtood, as ours now do, towards the WEST: 
and thus alſo, properly ſpeaking, do our 
Chancels ſtand at this day, ſince they have 
their chief Entrance and Acceſs that way: 
Nor ſhall I ſtart a new Notion, ſhould I ſa | 
that the Altars in all ſuch Chancels loo | 
« towards the WEST :** Since that Side of the 
Altar has been uſually calPd the Front which 
faces the Congregation, as may be ſeen in 
Durandas, lib. 1. c. 3. Whence alſo the Car- 
pet hanging down before it is term'd the 
Frontale, which Mr. Stavely * tranſlates the 
Forecovering; anſwerable to which, ſays he, 
they had on the other fide the Dor/ale vel 
Doſſale, viz. the Covering for the Back-Part 
of the Altar. 


A Sxcovp Objection, I foreſee, will ariſe 
from hence — That the Altar was uſually 
call'd the Tabernacle of God's Glory: His Chair 

% State: The Throne of God: The Type of 
Heaven itſelf : The Propitiatory : Chriſt's Mo- 
nument : The Tabernacle of his Glory : and the 
SHoP of the Great Sacrifice: &c. and that for 
theſe Reaſons the Primitive Chriſtians did al- 
ways in praying look towards it. | 


9 
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Tavs argues Dr. Bife * upon the Autho- 
rity of Biſhop Sparrow's Rationale, as the 
Biſhop + upon that of a certain Greek Ration- 
aliſt of the 15th Century: But 'twill be ſuf. 
ficient for us to reply, that there is not the 
leaſt Foundation in the Goſpel for theſe higb- 
flown Metaphors upon the Lord's Table, and 
very little relation in the Nature of Things, 
as upon Examirfation would eaſily appear. 
*Tis true indeed, an Allegorical and Myſtical 
Way of ſpeaking did too ſoon prevail in the 


Church, whence aroſe ſome of the greateſt and 


moſt ſhocking Abſurdities that ever enter'd in- 
to the Heart of Man; and more eſpecially 
with regard to the Altar : which, by a cer- 
tain Licentia Rhetorica, became, in the end, 
juſt what the Preacher pleas'd, as may be 
ſeen by the Particulars above-ſpecified ; viz. 
at once a Table, a Seat, and a Tabernacle: 1 
Throne, and a Monument: a Heaven, and 4 
nor. Yet did I never meet with any Pri- 
mitive Chriſtian who has left us theſe Reaſons 
for praying towards it: if indeed for the Rea- 
ſon laſt mention'd we had been told that Mo- 
dern Chriſtians had been taught to look to- 
wards the Altar in prayer, I could have ſaid 
little to the contrary ;. but to what is affirm'd 
of thoſe call'd Primitive, I defire to be ex- 
cus'd my Aſſent, till I ſee ſome more primi- 
tive Authority produc'd for it: and even This, 
I muſt tell them, would be of very little Ser- 


— 


* Beauty of Holineſs, p. 143. Ed. 8. 
+ Rar. Ed. 7. p. 38. & 329. : 
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vice to thoſe concern'd, unleſs they could at 


the ſame time ſhew us, that whatever was 
« the Practice of the Primitive Chriſtians in 
« Prayer, ought to be our Practice alſo:“ 


which yet (as in its Place will appear) they 


cannot maintain, without firſt renouncing the 
Principles of the Church of England, and every 
other Church, at this day, upon the face of 
the Earth; there being not now that Church 
in the whole World which in all things con- 
forms to the Uſages of the firſt Chriſtians in 


Prayer: I believe I might add, chere is not 
bal Man that does it.” This Point there- 


fore, by the way, as much Noiſe as is made 
about it, muſt be given up by Catholic Conſent. 
And if the Practice of our Predeceſſors in Chri- 
ſtianity is not binding to us, much leſs are 
we obliged to take the Model of our Servſce 
from the Jewiſſ Pattern : whence alſo Biſhop 
Sparrow, in the Cloſe of his Argument, at- 
tempts to inculcate his Notions upon us. 


Tuus I take my leave of this Renown'd 
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its Author, that, to give him his due, no other 


perhaps hath ever more artfully attempted to 
ſophiſticate our Service under pretence of ren- 
dring it more reaſonable. That the Reader 


may have time to breath, I ſhall here put 


an End to this long Seton. 
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HE Author of the celebrated Beauty 

of HoLiness, Sc. Dr. Thomas Biſſe, as 

next in Dignity, ſhall be next in Place. But 
I may fay, If I have anſwered the Biſhop, 
6 have anſwered the Doctor: ſince the 
main Body of his Arguments on this head 
are a meer Trarfſcript only from the Trea- 
tiſe laſt before us; and that taken upon 
Truft, without conſulting any higher Au- 
thorities 3 as appears from the Story cited out 
of Epiphanius, 1n relating of which both the 
Biſhop and the Doctor miſreport the Name 
of the Perſon they would repreſent as a Mad- 
man and Impoſtor, calling him ER απUjl T, 
: as a later Writer does Elzacus: whereas in the 
Original He is 5 zaatwro; Ha-Zai (Hear. lib. 1. 

/ c. 19.) which Durandus, and other Latins, 
rightly tranſlate E/xzus. But not to inſiſt 
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+ In the ſame Error are our KeBLisTs, (p. 37.) But 
at the ſame time have fallen into a more capital, not to ſay 
comical, Miſtake, having actually made the real and de- 
teſtable Heretick Elxai one of the moſt Primitive Patrons of 
Eaſtward Adoration. But for this, and other the like 
Fictions, I ſuppoſe they think themſelves no more account- 
able, than for the audacious Piece of Impoſture they ſet out 
with in their very Title-Page, and for which they have 
been ſo juſtly ſtigmatix d by my Friend their AnaTom1sT, 
P. 21. & paſſim. 
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upon a Mi nommen (which yet in ſome Courts, 
it ſeems, is thought a ſufficient Cauſe of 
Non ſuit) let us come to the Merits of the 
Story. If then this ſame Elxæus, alias 
Elzzus, alias Elzacus, deſerv'd to be thought 


little better than a Madman, becauſe he could 


not acquieſce with the eftabli*d Rites of the 
Church in his Time, what ought they to be 
thought who are as ill- content with the Ha- 
bliſh'd Rites of their own, and muſt needs be 
adding more Ceremonies than the Law al- 
lows? How will they eſcape the Charge of 
Impoſture, wnilſt ſetting themſelves up as the 
trueſt Sons of the Church, they are found fal/e 


to its Legal Conſtitution, and not only tranſ- 


greſs themſelves, but teach others ſo to do, 
miſrepreſenting and defaming all ſuch as dare 
not take the ſame Liberties with themſelves, 
as is moſt notoriouſly manifeſt in the very 
Caſe now before us ! 


Tu Doctor indeed has once attempted to 
improve the RATIONALE, when ſpeaking of 
the Fewiſh Pattern he obſerves, << even the 
„ Cherubims were form'd with their Faces 
looking towards the Mercy-Seat F.“ Which 
Argument, by his Leave, looks as if it had 
neither won nor loſt ; for it being well known 
that the Cherubims fronted each other, in 
looking towards the Mercy-Seat they could 
not both look towards the EAST, if either 
did : Their Looks therefore can be of no great 
weight to the good Cauſe in hand. 


+ Beauty of Holineſs, p. 143. Ed. 8. 
K 2 AGAIN, 
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Acain, when I ſay the main of the Doc- 
tor's Argument is a Tranſcript, let me not be 
underſtood to deny, that there are fome Things 
he may p- operly call his own: As when he ſets 
up the Came, for inſtance, as a Pattern to 
the Church, and zealouſly contends for inter- 
poling ſome Military Exerciſe with our Spiri- 
tual. In rehearſing of our Creeds,” ſays 
He, <©* This Cuſtom [of turning to the A. 
far or the EasT] is ſtill more proper and 
« ſignificant: for we are appointed to per- 
form it /anding, by this Poſture declaring 
e our Reſolution to ſtand by that Faith which 
*« we have profeſs'd, So that at theſe Times 
ve reſemble not ſo much an A/embly as 
« an Army: As then in every well-marſhalPd 
Army all look and move one way, fo 
e ſhould we always do in a regular Aſſem— 
« bly*,.” And this Reſemblance of the Camp 
in the Congregation the good Doctor elſewhere 
pronounces © A moſt amiable, moſt bleſſed 


„gien Tl” 


THis puts me in mind of what I have 
read of the Gentlemen in Poland, viz. ** That 
when they repeat their Creed, they draw 
e their Swords, to ſhew how ready they are 
© to defend the Faith of Chriſt againſt all 
*« Oppoſers.*”* This, continues my Author, 
„ is a very ſignificant Ceremony, and makes 


« F ine Show !” And ſhould the Church 


* 


* Ubi ſupra. 
* + Of Decency and Order, Ser. 3. p. 98. f 


o 


 Warſhiping towards the EAs r. 
of England ever be bleſs'd with ſo. amiable a 
Sight, might it not be proper upon Review 
of our Liturgy, inſtead of the Hoc acrTe 


of the Antients, to have a Perſon appointed 


to uſe certain new Words of Command, as 
Thus — “ To the EAST about!“ — As you 
« e re!“ &c. Yet ſome perhaps would think 


this Employ fitter for an Adjutant than an 


Archdeacon: I perceive alſo the Doctor, tho? 
an experienc*d Divine, 1s but a raw Soldier, 
or he would never have told us, that “ in 
{© every well-marſhalPd Army all look and 
% move one way.” Whereas in forming the 


Hollow Square, which I take to be the com- 


pleteſt Ceremony of the Field, the fame Body 


of Men !urn and look four ways at once. 


Bur ſince the Doctor is ſo. great an Ad- 
mirer of a well marſball'd Army, it might 
have been expected one of his Function would 
have given us ſome Account of their Devo— 
tion as well as their Diſcipline, in the Per- 
formance whereof, it ſeems, they all, iz their 
reſpective Regiments, face mls. their Chap- 
lain 3 about whom they place themſelves in 
a Ring, the moſt natural of all other Poſi- 
tions, where the Congregation is large, for 
publick Edification, and which may ſerve 
to give us ſome Idea of one of the Round 
Chancels of the Antients. 7 


* 


I SHouLD not have ſpent ſo many Words 
upon this Martial Model of the Doctor's, but 
that it appears to be his own great and fa- 

vourite 
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vourite Example * : and is what the Ladies 
(as a Practice admitting of a graceful Turn in 
Divine Service) come into with much Alacri 

and Addreſs. I ſhowd be extremely ſorry 
therefore to have giv'n the leaſt Uncaſineſs by 
my Manner of treating it; and wiſh nothing 
more, than that the Manner of the Argument 
had giv'n me an Opportunity to treat it with 
more reſpect. For which very reaſon I ſhall 
not enter into any critical Examination of the 
Propriety, not to ſay Decency, of many other 
Examples, which the good Doctor's Zeal on 
this occaſion has ſuggeſted for the Imitation 
of all True Churchmen: amongſt the reſt we 
find propos'd thoſe of Locuſts, Woodcocks, 
Cranes, and Wild-Geeſe, as excellent Unifor- 
miſts! The two laſt Species indeed had 
been long ago mention'd in a memorable 
Compariſon by one of the moſt eminent Far 
thers, but not much to the Honour of Eccle- 


Gaſtical Aſſemblies |]. 


Havix thus far paid the Tribute of our 
Attention to this ſo juſtly admir'd Author, 
let us now come to what we find peculiar 
upon our Subject in “ the Rational Ill. Ard, 
tion of the Book of Common-Prayer.” 
This will be beſt pointed out to us by its 


- own Index, under the Word FEasT ; viz. 


(1.) Why the Primitive Chriſtians turn'd 
that way in their Worſhip,” (2.) Why 


* Beauty of Holineſs, p. 144. 
+ Decen.cy and Order p. 9. 
| See Le Clerc's Life of Gregory Nazianzen. 
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Morſbiping towards the EasT. 
« Chancels ſtand at the EasT-EnpD of the 
« Church.” (3.) „Why People turn their 
« Faces that way when they ſay their Creed.“ 
(4.) * Why they are buried with their Feet 
« towards the EAsr.“ 


Taz Two firſt Articles have been already 
ſpoke to: and tho* I muſt beg a Word more 
with Mr. Illuſtrator on the ſecond, yet does 
it ſeem moſt proper to poſtpone it till the 
Two laſt Articles have been ſpoke to alſo, 
vir. Why People turn their Faces towards 
„the EasT when they ſay their Creed“ 
And “ why they are buried with their Feet 
„towards it.“ 


As to what concerns turning at the Creed, 
our Author tells us, „It is done that ſo we 
* may look towards that Quarter of the 
Heavens where God is ſuppos'd to have 


his peculiar Reſidence of Glory *.” That 


this was the EasT he had before told us 
vas probable even from Scripture itſelf F.“ 
But inftead of quoting Chapter and Verſe, 
which had been the ready and fair way, he 
refers us at large to various Tracts of Mr. 
J. Gregory, entitled «© Notes and Obſerva-/ 
tions upon ſome Paſſages of - Scripture,” 


and more eſpecially to his Preface and 323 


Chapter. 


As to the Preface, no Scripture can I find 
looking this way there, but the Inſcription 


kD 


* 3.152, 
+ P. 89. 
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of a long-ſquare Stone found underground in 
China by thoſe who, tis ſuppos*d, knew beſt 
where to find it, the Zeſuits, This ſubter- 
raneous Goſpel of theirs indeed acquaints us, 
that «++ Chriſt at his Aſcenſion gave Com- 
« mand that Men ſhould worſhip towards 
<« the EasT.” But it is a ſhrewd Sign they 
wanted aText who went ſo far for it : and other 
than this, I ſay, can I find none in the Pre- 
face; unleſs we have recourſe to an old Egys- 


tian Hieroglyphick, wherein is repreſented a 


Scarabæus, or Beetle (one of the Creeping God; 
St. Paul refers to) making Wok ps in Fimo 
Bovis :. itſelf in the mean time turning to- 
« wards the EasT, as, ſays Mr. Gregory, to 
c call up Great Nature to theſe Travailes.“ 
Ze. in more modern Terms, 7o invoke the Di- 
vine Aſſiſtance upon its Labours, 


A Mos ſtupendous Inſtance, I muſt con- 
feſs, and worthy Precedent of Eaſtward At 


ration! But in this ſceptical Age of ours, 


wherein almoſt every Thing Sacred is call'd 
in queſtion, Some perhaps may doubt the 


| Truth of it. I fear too it may be thought 


a little odd, that our Divine having promis'd 
Scripture, ſhould give us a Stone; and profel- 
ſing Rational Illuſtration, ſhould appeal to a 
Beetle. 


Nox can I find in the famous eighteenth 
Chapter, or throughout Mr. Gregory's Works 
a ſingle Text to the Purpoſe from the New 
Teſtament : as for thoſe taken from the Old; 
the known Situation of the Holy of Holies both 

in 
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in the Tabernacle and Temple of the Jews, 


and their even Proverbial Saying that “the 


« Majeſty of God is in the Wxs r,“ are ſuf- 


' ficient Objections againſt the Probability of 


any ſuch Interpretation. But ſhould we ad- 
mit that * God (which yet his own People 
would never grant) “ has his peculiar Re- 
&« ſidence of Glory in the EasT,” and that 
therefore we ought, when we pray, to turn 
towards the EasT, as addreſſing ourſelves to 
God ; — What is this to the Point which 


our Author ought to have had in view, viz. 


Say ing the Creed? Which, as Dr. Bennet well 
obſerves, is a Declaration made to Man, 


| « even to the Congregatiòn Preſent:“ The 


Miniſter therefore in particular, upon every 
ſuch occaſion, according to that natural Ru- 
bric which teaches us, when we ſpeak to any 
one, to look in his Face, unle/s we are aſham*d 
of what we have to ſay; the Miniſter for 
this very reaſon, I ſay, whenever he repeats 


| the Creed, ought more eſpecially to look full 


upon his Congregation ; and by no means 
to turn his Back upon them, as if he were 


going to ſay ſomething which they ought 


not to hear. 


WrarT our Author next takes upon him to 
illuſtrate is, Why People are buried with 
their Feet towards the EasT?” Upon 
which his own Words are theſe : * «« As to 
the Poſture or Poſition of the Corps in the 
Grave, it hath been always a Cuſtom to 


2 — - 


* P. 510, 
L «« bury 
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« bury them with their Feet Eaſtward, and 
« their Face upwards, that SO at the Reſur- 
c rection they may be ready to meet Chriſt, 
« who is expected from the EasT ; and that 
« they may be in a Poſture of Prayer as ſoon 
„as they are rais'd.“ 


To touch upon the Grammar of this II- 
luſtration is no buſineſs of mine; having ſtood 


Six Editions, it may perhaps plead Cusr oM. 


But a Rationale ought ever to be ſubject to the 
Bar of Reaſon. Now tho? *tis certain that Contri- 
vance is an admirable Gift, and that tis no 
ſmall Conſolation for us to live in a Chriſtian 
Country, where, whenever we die, our Bo- 
dies will be laid in the Ground to the beſt 
advantage for riſing and praying; yet, as all 
other human Schemes are, ſo is This, how- 
ever rational, moſt certainly liable to various 
Contingencies: To omit other Conſiderations, 
it muſt entirely depend upon the abſolute 
Quiet and Immobility of the Earth : of the 
contrary whereof Diogenes was ſo very poſi- 


tive, that he earneſtly requeſted his Friends, 
whenever he ſhould die, to bury him with 


his Face downwards, being confident that the 
World would, one time or other, be turn'd 
Upſide-down, and then, faid he, “. 
But I forbear; as remembring that tho? the 
Reaſons on the other ſide are not the moſt 
ſolid, yet the Subject is ſolemn : Nor have I 
forgot the many learned Mouths open'd up- 
on me by the little Liberties taken with the 
Lally of Jehoſaphat, in the former Part of this 
Diſquiſition 3 and I muſt own I ſhould — 
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have given that Offence, had I then ſeen the 
judicious Obſervations of Mr. Sandys upon 
that awful Vale: Which preſenteth,” faith 
he, no other than a large dry Ditch (tho? 
natural) to the Eaſt of the City, contracted 
between it and the overpeering Hills of 
«© the oppoſite Olivet: It is faid to be about 
« two Miles long, and, if ſo, but ſhort ones. 
© ——— Where the General Judgment ſhall be, 
« if the Jews or Latins may be believ'd, 
« who ground their Opinions upon the Pro- 
« phecy of Joel: which I will not gainſay, 
& ſince 2 F our Divines have of late ſo la- 
« bour*d to approve it: of the ſame Opinion 
t are the Mabometans. « 


NorT to be wanting therefore in point of 
Seriouſneſs on the preſent occaſion, I would 
only beg leave to put the Queſtion thus — 
Suppoſe the Earth ſhould rernain immove- 
able, yet what Aſſurance have we that our- 


ſelves ſhall continue, when thus with all due 


Rites depoſited, in ſtatu quo? Who can ſay 
what Revolutions happen in the Grave ? 
Where our Limbs may craw! before the Day 
of Judgment? or walk? or ſwim? or fly? 
Omnes in omnia indies immutamur : There is a 
ſort of general Tranſubſtantiation, not at all 
abſurd to be believ*d, continually going on 
thro* the whole Courſe of Nature: and —_ 
Thing is Every Thing by Turns. This la 


aſſign'd Argument therefore, I with great 


— 


+ Trav. p. 146. 
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Submiſſion conceive, would have become any 
other 1luſtrator as well as a rational One: at 
leaſt a courteous and friendly Writer would 
have told us after all, There was Nothing 
6 . 


TAE candid Author of certain modern 
Travels (ſuppos'd a Dignitary of no ſmall 
Diſtinction) ſpeaking of the Ritus ſepeliendi in 
Eccleſia Liliputiand, reports, That they bu- 
& ry their Dead with their Heads directly 


* downward ; becauſe they hold an Opinion 
4 that in 11000 Moons they are all to riſe 


c again; in which Period the Earth, which 
c they conceive to be flat, will turn Upſide- 
«<< Down, and by this means they ſhall at the 
« Reſurre&tion be found ready ſtanding on 
< their Feet: the Learned among them,“ 
adds he, . confeſs the Abſurdity of this Dot- 
c trine ; but the Practice ſtill continues in 
& compliance with the Vulgar.” * Had the 


Rational Illuſtrator of the Book of Common- 


Prayer but treated us with the like Ingenui- 
ty, it had been fair, < 


Fox my own Part, I am verily perſuaded, 
which way ſoever we are buried, there is One 


will take due care, that every Man ſhall be 


rais'd in his own Order. Nor have, I ought 
whereof to accuſe the Cuſtom of my Nation, 
provided there is no Superſtition tack'd to it; 
and particularly, that it be not made ridicu- 


— 1 


* 
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lous by a RATIONAL E. True Religion is True 
Reaſon z which ſmiles at pointed Wits and 
mocks the Scoffer's Tongue; and is alike in- 
vulnerable by Ridicule or Rage: But when 
once we blend Silly Notions with our Reaſon- 
able Service, *tis then we expoſe our ſelves 
Naribus horum Hominum. | 


Ir was a remarkable piece of Malice and 
Ignorance in the Perſecutors of the firſt 
Chriſtians, that when they had burnt their 
Bodies, they threw their Aſhes into Rivers, 
or ſcatter'd them before the Wind, to de- 
ſtroy all Hopes of their Reſurrection: Yet 
who can doubt but when the Angels ſhall 
be ſent to gather together the Elect (as tis 
written) from the four Winds, from one End 
of Heaven to the other; who doubts, I ſay, 
but theſe Bleſſed Saints of old, however their 
Aſhes were diſpers'd in Atoms, will then as 
readily ariſe, and glorify God, as ſome who 
are ſince moſt advantageouſly interr'd with 
their Feet Eaſtward and their Faces upward ! 
I durfſt almoſt be anſwerable that Mr. Hlu- 
ſtrator himſelf, upon ſecond Thoughts, will 
be much of my Opinion: I have only a 
Word more to ſay, and I ſhall trouble him 
no farther at preſent. 


In the former Part of my Di/qui/ition ® in 
1728, I gave this worthy Author a friendly 
Intimation to correct in his next Edition a 
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Miſtake he had often publiſh'd as to a Mat. 
ter of Fact that had relation to the Subject I 
was then upon: This, I am told, he was 
pleagd to take in good Part; as I hope He 
alſo will the Notice I now give the Publick 
that an Aſſertion, in the very ſame Page of 
his Sixth Edition, concerning the Poſition of 
Chancels, viz. ** That they always ſtood at 
ce the EasT-EnD of the Church,“ is con- 
trary to Fact. And this I the rather chuſe to 
do in this publick manner, becauſe The Ra- 
zional Illuſtration of the Book of C. P. is now 
i many hands, and generally regarded as a 
Piece of no ſmall Authority, and to the Edi- 
tion now mention'd is prefix'd a Platform of 


what the Author calls an Ax TIENT CHurcn; 


which is a very ambiguous Expreſſion, and 
generally anderfiegd to — Primitive 
Church, or, at leaſt, one within the four firſt 
Centuries : during all which I ſhould be glad 
to ſee what Churches our Author will be able 
to produce ſituated according to his Platform, 
notwithſtanding it is (as himſelf affures us) 
« chiefly taken from Biſhop Beveridge in his 
« Pandectæ Canonum.”” would beg the fa- 
your of him therefore either to explain his 
Intention or to take down his Strom; becauſe 
it deceives the People, and gives them a very 
falſe Notion as to the Situation of a truly Pri- 
mitive Church, which, generally ſpeaking, 
was only the REVERSE of what he there re- 
Mr. Illuſtrator will pardon me alſo 
if upon this occaſion I put him in mind of the 
Rationale of a Rationale, as delivered by his 


Predeceſſor Duxanp in Proemio, viz. That 
46 it 


Morſbiping towards the EAs r. 
« jt betokeneth TzxuTH as well as Do- 
„ CTRINE.” 


Bur it will be ſome Apology for our Au- 
thor, that he has been led into this Miſtake 


Common Opinion and Great Names even 


Mr. Bingham himſelf, who, for his Induſtry 
and Inipartiality, is never to be mention'd 
without reſpect, where he treats of the Situ- 
ation of Churches, has left behind him but too 
evident Tokens of human Infirmity : And, 
if he has any ſurviving Friend of ſufficient 
Authority to do it, his whole Section upon that 
Head ought to be new fram'd; nor is there 
much of it that will be found fit to ſerve 


Trvs far have I endeavour'd impartially 
to conſider the moſt po modern Argu- 
ments for the EasT, aſſigning to each 2 
thoſe to which he ſeem'd to have moſt Right: 
there 1s one yet remains to be ſpoke to which 
is common to them all, and which I have ther 
fore reſerv'd to cloſe the Whole: This is the 
General Plea of CUSTOM, or the PRAcTict 
of the CHurcn. 


For the more effectual Diſcuſſion of this 
Point, I have found it neceſſary to examine 
diſtinctly the Force of Primitive and Preſent 
CusTom ; neither of which, I hope to evince, 
ought to have any influence upon our Practice 
but in conjunction with our Laws, 


THAT 
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THaT Worſhiping towards the EAsr was a 
very early and general Cuſtom in the Primi- . 
tives Times, is a Fa# not to be denied: but 


that the Cuſtoms of Thoſe Times ought to 


be the Rules of all that ſhould come after, 
is a Conſequence, for many Reaſons, not to be 
maintain d. That no ſuch Principle prevail'd 


in the Church of old is plain, in that it hath 
been even cuſtomary with the Church in all 


Ages to change its Cuſtoms: and that the 
Church of Rome in particular, in its better 
Days, did change the very Cuſtom now before 


#5, is evident from the Decree of Leo above 


referr d to. But as my Buſineſs chiefly lies 
with thoſe who value themſelves upon nothing 
ſo much as their being the trueſt, and conſe- 
quently the moſt obedient, Sons of the Church of 
England, I can do nothing more proper, than 
to offer to their Conſideration, by way of 
Supplement to what has been already — 
ſome farther Publick Declarations and Authen- 
tick Deciſions Sux has made upon this Point, 
that ſo, if they hear not me, they may hear 

the Church. | | 


As to Antient Cuſtom therefore, or the Prac- 


. fice of the Primitive Times; that we are under 
no manner of Obligation to follow it farther 


than our own Laws direct, will moſt fully 
appear to have been the conſtant Senſe of the 
Church of England from its firſt Reformers to 
its laſt Reformers. In the Concluſion of the 
Original Advertiſement concerning Ceremonies, 
ſo oft above referr*d to, we have Theſe m_— 

«« We 


\ 
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« We think it convenient that every Country 
« ſhould uſe ſuch Ceremonies as they think beſt to 
« theſetting forth of God's Honour and Glory, 
« and to the reducing the People to a moſt 
C“ perfect and godly living without Error or 
« Superſtition ; and that they ſhould put away 
« other Things which from time to time they 
6 perceive to be moſt abus'd.“ . 


| Acain, the 34th of our ArxTicLzs, firſt 
ſet forth by King Edward, thus begins . It 
« 1s not neceſſary that Traditions and Cere- 
* monies be in all Places one or utterly like; 
for at all Times they have been divers, 
and may be chang'd.according to the Diver- 
« fity of Countries, Times, and Men's Man- 
ners, ſo as nothing be ordain'd againſt 
«© Gop's Worp.” 


Axp as if our Church's Claim of Right in 
ſo material a Point had not been here ſuffi- 
ciently aſſerted, the Convocation at the reſet- 
tling our Articles in the Reign of Queen Eli- 
zabeth made this remarkable Addition to that 
above-cited, vix. Every Particular or Na- 
« tional Church hath Authority to ordain, 
e change, or aboliſh Ceremonies or Rites of 
the Church ordain'd only by Man's Au- 
„ thority.“ | 


TrarT alſo our Church did continue of the 
ſame Opinion, even after the Reſtoration, will 
appear from the Preface to our Book of Com- 
mon-Prayer upon the Review in Sixty One : 


where we thus read. The particular 


« Forms 
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« Forms of Divine Worſhip, and the Rites 


appointed to be us'd therein, being Things 


« jn their own nature indifferent and alterable, 
« and ſo acknowledg*d, it is but reaſonable 
ce that upon weighty and important Conſi- 
« derations, according to the various Exigen- 
« cies of Times and Occaſions, ſuch Changes 
& and Alterations ſhould be made therein, as 
« to Thoſe that are in place of Authority 
« ſhould from time to time ſeem either ne- 
<« ceſſary or expedient.” 


Tris conſider'd as the clear and unconteſt- 


able Voice of the Church of England, what 


will it avail our Kebliſts ſhould they be a- 
ble to ſhew (as towards the Concluſion of 
their Defence they have much labour'd) not 
only the Antient Fathers to a Man, but 
alſo all Modern Communions from Rome to 
Ruſſia making a Dead Point to the EasT? 
What would it avail them, I ſay, when our 


.own Conſtitution, the beſt in the World, has 


not retain*d, and thereby has aboli/2*d the 
Cuſtom ? If there be any one who requires 
farther Light in this Matter than what our 
Laws and Liturgy thus afford, let him turn 
to the 14th Canon, the very Title whereof 
may ſatisfy a Perſon unprejudic'd: for our 
Divine Service being there term'd a preſcript 
Form, *tis ſufficiently imply*d, that what is 201 
preſcrib*d is no Part of it: But the Cloſe of 
the Canon puts it paſt all Diſpute, abſolute- 
ly requiring All Miniſters to obſerve the 
Orders, Rites, and Ceremonies preſcrib'd in 
© the Book of Common-Prayer, without either 

| & dimi- 


Morſbiping towards the EAS r. 
« diminiſhing or adding any thing in the Mat- 
<« ter or ForkM thereof.” 7 


Uron this Point it were eaſy to multi- 
ly Authorities; but thus much may abun- 
dantly ſuffice to acquit my Friend the Aua- 
tamiſt before all impartial Judges, of that /o 
great Confidence he is tax*d with by the Kebliſts, 
for aſſerting that to Us, who have ſubmit- 
« ted ourſelves to a Church, all whoſe Forms 
% and Ceremonies of Worſhip are eſtabliſh'd 
« by Law, not the Practice of any Church 
that ever was upon the Earth, but the 
« Laws of our own are the proper Guides 
e and Directors.” | 


Tur Charge againſt my old Friend for 


what he had very juſtly thus aſſerted) his An- 


tagoniſts have attempted to ſupport by a 
Story from Dr. Heylyn, who, they tell us, 
has particularly obſerv'd that Some Cere- 
«© monies were retain'd at the Reformation 
by vertue of ſome Antient Uſage ONLY not 
« by Law prohibited |.” Bur I leave it to 
every Reader to determine for himſelf which 
ought moſt to be regarded, the many Pub- 
lick Authorities I have produc'd, or the un- 
authoris'd Obſervation of one Private Doctor. 
Beſides what I have now alledg'd, the Gen- 
tlemen might have conſidered alſo, that ſince 
the Times of which their Doctor ſpeaks, there 
has paſt an A# of Uniformity, with this Clauſe 
peculiar to it: viz. + That no Form or Order 


. 
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of Common-Prayer, Adminiſtration of the 


ce Sacraments, Rites or Ceremonies ſhall be 
« openly usd in any Church, Chapel, &c. 
c gfher than what is preſcrib'd and appointed 
&« to be us'd in and by the Book of Common- 
&« Prayer.” This I cannot help eſteeming 
(till better inform'd) as our Ultimate Deciſion 
concerning Ceremonies : which thus evidently 
appear to me to reſt with Us at preſent, not 


upon the foot of Ax TIENY CusTom, but 


of MopERN LA w. 


Bur that I may not be thought wilfull 
to ſuppreſs or neglect any thing material, which 
has been offer'd on the other Side, I muſt 


no longer omit the Objection ** that the 


« Cuſtom before us, having been deriv*d from 
« the Apoſtles, could not be abrogated by 
« any Law of ours.” This is a home-ſtroke 
indeed: and to This I ſuppoſe our Kebliſts al- 
lude, when in their Firſt Part they demand 


Ho comes it to paſs that You have not 


« at all confider'd that which is of greateſt 
« Weight, viz. That Eaſtward Adoration is 
«© an Apoſtolical Tradition?“ And ſoon after 
ſumming up the State of their Caſe, As 
« far as can be collected (ſay they) it is an 
& Apoſtolical Tradition, and hath continued in 
te the Church ever ſince, and ought therefore 
« ſtill to be obſerv'dF.” 


To every Branch of this Argumentation 
a diſtinct Anſwer was return'd in the Anatomy 


— — 


5 Kebla, 7. 38, 


of 
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yet been made, it may not be improper for 
me here to recount, in part, the Obſervations 
of my Friend the Anatomiſt on that occaſion, 
taking the liberty to interſperſe them with 
ſome additional Remarks. 


Wurkzas then it had been affirmed that 
«© Eaſtward Adoration, as far as could be col- 
& lected, was an Apoſtolical Tradition,” the 
Anatomiſt replys—** Thoſe great Divines Jewel, 
* Gerhard and Vaſſius could collect no ſuch 
e thing, and that Grotius was expreſs to the 
« contrary “: And that indeed it might be 
&« fairly collected, the Apoſtles would never in- 
<< tereſt themſelves in the Propagation of a 
© Ceremony which had no manner of Foun- 
« dation in the Nature of Things, or Ana- 
« logy with the Word of God; and which 
&* they could not themſelves have practis'd 


ͤ— „„ r 


* Of Jewel this appears from the Paſſage above - cited out 
of his Apology; where bis affirm'd that our Reformers had 


_ yetain'd all thoſe Ceremonies which they knew to be of 


Apoſtolical Tradition: and yer they could not but know how 
they had injoin'd the Miniſter to and at the Communion- 
Table, and, in particular, at the Office of Matrimony. 
Gerhard, tho' no Enemy to the Ceremony, yet thus expreſſes 
himſelf— (Loc. de Extremo Fudicio) neque tamen urge- 
mus eum (viz. Ritum) tanquam preciſe neceſſarium, & 
2 Traditione Apoſtolica indubitatã profectum. Voſſius 
indeed I have ſhewn in my former Part was abſolutely of 
Opinion it had no ſolid Foundation: and as to the Notion 
f its being an Apoſtolical Tradition, he has this Obſer- 
vation - Pineda, that ſpeaking of the Authors of this 
Rite, he was content to call them, not Apoſtles, but Pri- 


« mitive Fathers.” De Theol. Gent. I. 2. c. 3. Upon the ſame 


Footing alſo is it put by Grotius, Tom. 3. P. 753. a. ; 
, | £6 in 


of the Kebla; and ſince no direct Reply has 
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&« jn the moſt eminent Place of their Devo- 
ce tion, but it muſt have been abominable to 
ce the Congregation, and they would have 
« run the Hazard of being ſton'd.“ 


Tur ſuch indeed would have been the 
Conſequence we ſhall have little room to doubt, 
if we conſider only with what Deteſtation 

Ezek. viii. the Prophet Ezekie! ſpeaks of thoſe Men 
v. 15, 16. Who in his time had the Preſumption to in- 
troduce this idolatrous Cuſtom into the Houſe 

of God: we may therefore here juſtly re- 

mark, That as our Saviour and his Apoſites 

iq did much frequent the Temple, and yet we 
= have not the leaſt Complaint, on this ac- 
, count, againſt them, *tis highly probable 
They gave not the leaſt occaſion for it. And 

tho? *tis true that ſome few of the Fathers do 

ſpeak (in various manners) of this Ceremony 

as an Apoſtotical Tradition, and Origen in par- 

ticular mentions it as deriv'd from our Sa- 

. viour himſelf; yet the more I conſider the 
Cafe, the more am I confirm'd in the Opinion 

of the Anatomiſt, who farther proceeds to ob- 

ſerve — There is room for Caution how 

« we give an implicit Faith in this Matter 

even to the Fathers, ſince it appears to have W 

e been an undeniable Practice amongſt them, a 

«© when they wanted Argument to fly to Tra- 

dition, and frequently to derive it from the 


5 Apoſtles on both Sides the Queſtion.” 
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Hrxe again it may be worth our while 
farther to remark, upon what Grounds it is c 
very poſſible not a few Traditions of old L 

might 
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might be receiv'd as Apoſtolical. We are 
thus taught by St. Auſtin: There are many 
« Things which the Church holds univer- 
« ſally, and for that very reaſon are well be- 
&« liev'd to have been commanded by the 
« Apoſtles *,”* &c. St. Ferome goes yet far- 
ther, when, ſpeaking of contrary Cuſtoms in 
different Churches, he ſays “ Let every 
« Province abound in its own Senſe; and 
« take it for granted that the Conſtitutions of 
« their Forefathers are the Laws of the Apo- 


4 fes f.“ 


Ir then theſe two eminent Fathers ſpake 
the Senſe of the reſt in this Matter, it ſeems 


to have been a General Rule with them, (or 


at leaſt they were willing it ſhould paſs ſo 
with others) not only that all ſuch Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Traditions, or Rites and Ceremonies of 
the Church, as were Univerſal were alſo Apo- 
ſtolical (tho? even this is a Rule that admits 
of many juſt Exceptions) but alſo that the 
Antient Cuſtoms of every Provincial Church, 
however different in themſelves, were all deriv'd 
from the Apoſtles. 


Tr1s being the Caſe, we need not be at 
a loſs to account, how ſo many Things come 


* Sunt multa quæ univerſa tenet Eccleſia, & ob hor 
ab Apoſtolis præcepta bene creduntur, quanquam ſcripta 
non reperiuntur. Contra Donat. 

+ Unaquzque Provincia abundet in ſuo ſenſu, & Præ- 
cepta Mgjorum Leges Apoſtolicas arbitretur. Ep. 28. ad 
Lucinium Baticum, 
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to be handed down to us as Apoſtolical, which 
yet it may be juſtly faid the Apoſtles never 
dreamt of: And theſe Conſiderations have 
ſuggeſted to me, that the Conſtitutions, call'd 
by their Name, and which of late it has 
been attempted to impoſe upon us as ge- 
nuine, might perhaps originally be no more 


than a Collection of ſuch Matters, as ow'd 


their venerable Title to the like Preſumptions, 
That they were not compos'd or dictated by 
the Apoſtles, or any inſpir'd Perſon, but by a 
meer Fallible Writer, ſabje& to great Mi- 
ſtakes, and of whom it may even be ſaid 
that «<< He hath err'd not knowing the Scrip- 
« ftures, and left behind him innate and in- 
delible Characters of his Impoſture, it were 
eaſy by many Inſtances to demonſtrate : But 
I ſhall concern myſelf no farther with theſe 
Conſtitutions at preſent than my Subject is 
concern'd : and This perhaps may be abun- 
dantly ſufficient to make good the Charge; 
and thoſe who pleaſe to conſider it, I am 
perſuaded, will deſire nothing more. 


Were theſe Conſtitutions genuine, or what 
they pretend to be, it muſt be allowed, that 
Eaſtward Adoration is indeed an Apoſtolical Tra- 
dition. But nothing could more conduce to 
detect the Cheat than the Two Paſſages there- 
in alledg*d from Scripture on this very Sub- 


je&, and an 3 or two of 


the Author's great Ignorance or Forgetfulnels 
in his firſt Chapter relating to it. 
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Taz firſt Scriptural — the Conftitu- 
tions preſent us with for this Form of Wor- 
ſhip F is the Septuagint Tranſlation of Part of 


the 23d Verſe of the lxviii. Pſalm, for which 
the Tranſlator of the Conſtitutions refers us to 


the 34th Verſe of the lvii. Pſalm, and ren- 
ders it, [ſpeaking of God] << Who aſcended 
«« up to the Heaven of Heavens in the EasT.” 
But this could be no Motive to determine us 
to worſhip towards the EAST, becauſe if we 


keep to the ſame Tranſlation, the Seventy 
will tell us alſo in the ſame Pſalm verſe 4. 


that God aſcended up to the Weſt.” The 
Argument therefore produc'd in the Conſtitu- 
tions from this Pſalm is perfectly inconclu- 
ſive, and muſt remain inactive; fave it be- 
trays an Inadvertency in the Author, not very 
conſiſtent with Pretences to Inſpiration. 


BuT I muſt beg leave farther to obſerve 
(upon no mean Authority) that the Seventy, 
whom the Conſtitutions follow, have miſtaken 
the Original, in which there is not a word of 
the EasT; and which our Engliſh Bible right- 
ly tranſlates, ** who rideth upon the Heaven 
„of Heavens which were of Old.” So that, 
after all, we have only an imaginary Text 
giv'n us inſtead of a real one. And I leave 
it to Mr. Tranſlator to reconcile this matter 
with what in his late Hiſtorical Memoirs“ he 
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+ Lib. 2. Cap. 57. | 
* Of the Life of Dr, Clarke, p. 24. Ed. 2. ; 
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ſtiles that Principal Obſervation J made, 


that All the Citations made out of the Old 


« and New Teſtament in the Apoſtolical Con- 
«© ſtitutions, were made according to the O- 
© riginal Copies.” In the mean time I ſhall 
reſt almoſt perſuaded, there neither 1s nor 
ever was any Original Copy wherein God is 
any where repreſented as having his Reſidence 
in the EasT : and to this Perſuaſion I am 
inclin'd by reaſon of the Proverbial Saying, 1 


have already obſerv*d, amongſt thoſe to whom 


the Originals were committed, that The 
« Majeſty of God is in the Weſt /* but more 
eſpecially when I conſider the Situation allo 
of the Holy of Holies both in the Tabernacle 
and Temple of the Jews, about which nothing 
was done but by Divine Appointment. 


THERE is one Obſervation more I have 
alſo to make upon the Supplemental Reaſon 
aſſign'd, in the ſame Chapter of the Conſtitu- 


tions, for worſhiping towards the EAST: viz. 


«© Remembring (ſays our Tranſlator) the An- 
tient Situation“ of Paradiſe in the EasT, 


* This Tranſlation to me ſeems not exadt: Noun, I con- 
ceive, no where ſignifies Situation, but properly an allotted 
Poſſeſſion or Habitation : To which agrees that of St. Baſil, 
de Spir. Sant. Thy dp , emC nol MATPIAA, 7 
TIzedSeroov. From whence Dr. Cave, not without rea · 
ſon, concludes, that 2 turning towards the Eaſt in Prayer, 
« the Chriſtians of that Age did ſignify their earneſt Deſire 
© to God to be reſtor'd to that Antient Country, from 
« whence they had been caſt out.” Primitive Chriſtianity 
Part I. Chap. 9. 

cc from 
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« from whence the firſt Man, when he had 


« yielded to the Perſuaſion of the Serpent, &c. 


« was expell'd.” Now I think it is on all 
hands agreed, *rwas the Woman, not the Man, 
that yielded to the Perſuaſion of the Serpent. 


This, *twill be ſaid in favour of an inſpir'd 


Writer, was only an inaccurate way of ſpeak- 
ing: All that I contend for is, that it is not 
Apoſtolical, nor what we can ſuppoſe would 
have paſs'd in a General Aſſembly of the A. 
poſtles. St. Paul's own Words are 
« Adam was not deceiv'd; but the Woman 
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being deceiv'd, was in the Tranſgreſſion. . Tim. 


And the Ground of Adam's Sentence is elſe- ii. 14. 


where reported to be «© Becauſe he had 
hearkned to the Voice, of his Wife f.“ i. e. had 
yielded to his Wife's Perſuaſion, not the Ser- 
pent's, The Author of the Conſtitutions there- 
fore ſeems to have made here either a very 
great Miſtake, or a very great Reflection: for 
I may challenge our Tranſlator to maintain 
the word Serpent is ſynonymous to that in the 
Scripture Account, or, as we ſay, „all one 
& in the Greek.” Nor can I ſee how he will 
excuſe his Hagiographer but by alledging his 
thoughts were altogether intent upon that An- 
tient Habitation of Paradiſe : Yet neither will 
this be found becoming a Synod of the Apoſtles 3 
ſince the Author of the Epiſtle to the He- 
brews makes it the Praiſe of the Patriarchs, 
that They were not mindful of the Country 
© from whence they came out; but deſir'd 


17. 


+ Gen. iii. 


da better Country, that is, an Heavenly.“ « Ch. xi. 
For Chriſtians therefore, to whom are the 15, 16. 
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great and glorious Promiſes of the Goſpel, 
who are declar'd Heirs of God, and joint-Heirs 
with Chriſt, to be ever dreaming in their De- 
votions of that Earthbly Paradiſe, whence their 
firſt Parents were ejected, is ſomething ſo ve- 
ry unworthy their High Calling, ſo mean and 
low, that tis with the utmoſt concern I ſee 
them countenanc'd in their ſimplicity by thoſe 
of whom we might hope better things. But 
to proceed, 


Tux Second Authority which the Conſtitu. 


tions* pretend to produce from Scripture in 


ſupport of Eaſtward Adoration, is from the 
fifth Chapter of the 2d Book of Chronicles; 
where, they tell us, “ it is written, that 
« after the Temple of the Lord was fi- 
„ niſh'd by King Solomon, the Prieſts, and 
& the Levites, and the Singers ſtood up 10 
« wards the EAST praiſing and thanking 
6 God, &c.“ But this erroneous Verſion has 


been ſo throughly confuted by Mr. Selden, + 


that I need only refer the learned Reader to 
what he has there wrote on this occaſion, 
tranſlating for the fake of others his Intro- 
duction and Concluſion, <£* The Cuſtom 
of Praying towards the EasT”, ſays this 
truly learned Gentleman, * is awkwardly 
« enough deriv'd to the Chriſtians, in the 
« Clementine Conſtitutions, even from a Fewiſh 
& Precedent :. from the Account forſooth 


L. 7. . 
+ De Synedr. C. ult. 


&«& which 
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© « which we have of the manner of ſtanding 
« of the Levites and Singers at the Dedica; 
« tion of Solomon's Temple; &c.“ His Con- 
cluſion is, Thus the Argument from this 
Precedent vaniſhes into nothing: which al- 
« ſo Baronius himſelf rightly obſerves.“ 


SHouLp the Tranſlator of the Conſtitutions 


think fit to juſtify the Verſion they exhibit 
to us, I would here again give him a friendly 
Caution to beware of OR IOINA Ls for the 
Reaſons above - ſpecified: and do alſo deſire, he 
would well conſider what Mr. Selden, in the 
Chapter now refer'd to, lays down as ſome- 
thing deſerving Notice, and which I ſhall there- 
fore take the liberty to repeat, viz. ** That 
« according to the moſt antient Diſcipline of 
& the Hebrews, no Sacred Rite whatever was 
« wont in the Temple to be perform'd to- 
&« wards the EasT, but towards the WEST.“ 
This was a thing of ſo publick a Nature, that 
no Few, and ſuch were all the Apoſtles, could 
be ignorant of it: for what can we Tuppoſe 
more notorious than the National Eſtabliſpꝰd 
KeBLA? for which both the Prieſts and 
People had ſo religious a Regard, that, as 
one who had particularly ſtudied the Con- 
troverſy obſerves, they would not ſuffer the 
EssENES to come into the Temple, „be- 
* cauſe, amongſt other Heretical Teneta they 
„held that of Worſbiping towards the EasT, 
and therefore were HERETIckS.“ Ina 

| word; 


* Neque ulla alia cauſa eſt quare ad Templum non ad- 


mittebantur Ess xvi] niſi quia quedam heretica habebant 
adorare 
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word; if we caſt but half an eye upon the 
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+8ee Ezek. Viſion of Ezekiel above-cited, F where the 
ch. 8. ver. Change of the Kebla is reckon'd amongſt the | 
16. which bigheſt Abominations of the Temple, we ſhall 


compare 
with Jer. 
xxxii. 33. 


need no other Argument to conclude, that the 
Prophet and the Conſtitutioner were not con- 


ducted by the ſame Spirit. f 


Tuus may the Doctrine of the Kebla be 
the happy means of Conviction even to their 
Tranſlator himſelf of the groſs Impoſture of his 
ſo much idoliz*d Conſtitutions call'd Apoſtelical : 


<< which (ſays the judicious as well as learned 


Mr. Selden) „are to be ſeen in ev'ry Shop 
« with that ſplendid Title much better known 


<« than truſted,” * 


Lr us now return to the Obſervations of 
the Anatomiſt, in relation to the Caſe laſt be- 
fore us. He farther proceeds to remark, that 
to infer a Practice ought for ever to be con- 


* tinued in the Church, becauſe ſome of the 


«« Fathers have thought it an Apoſtolical Tra- 
« dition, is an Inference that blackens the 
„ Reformation in general; all the reform'd 
Churches having dropt many Ceremonies, 
* which upon the Authority of the Fathers 
go under that Denomination.” And again: 


——_— 


adorare ad Orientem; &c. Ideo Heretici erant. Fof. Scalig. 


Elenc. Triher. Cap. 20. p. 309. : 
Ut Conſtitutionibus Clementinis illis & Apoſtolicis 


nuncupatis minime ſubnitamur, quæ paſſim cum Titulo 


illo ſplendido {ed parum credito proſtant. Ubi ſupra. 
That 
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« That ſuch Inference in a very particular 


« manner impugns the 34th Article of the 


« Church of England 3 which expreſly ſays of 
the Traditions of the Church, viz. of Rites and 
Ceremonies, *©* It is not neceſſary they be in 
« all Places one or utterly like, but that 
c they may be chang d. That laſtly ; Such 
e Inference arraigns and condemns the Prac- 
e rice of the whole Catholick Church of Chriſt, 

« which has laid aſide not on Ceremonies 
and Inſtitutions call'd Apoſtolical by 3 or 4 
« Fathers, but alſo ſuch as we know by Scrip- 
<« ture itſelf, or at leaſt have no room to 


doubt, were actually deriv'd from the A. 


c fpoſtles. I need only inſtance, ſays he, the 
« Kiſs of Peace, and the Order of Deaconeſſes, 
„ both which, as Biſhop Burnet obſerves, 
ce were the Practices of the Apoſtolical Times: 
but when the One gave occaſion to Ralle- 
« xy, and the Other to Scandal, all the World 
« was, and till is, ſatisfied with the Reaſon 
of letting them both fall.” 


Taz Anatomiſt alſo ſubjoins, that < the late 
learned Dr. Rogers ſeems to go yet far- 
« ther, when he ſays, that the carl and 
« beſt Ages of the Church did not think the 
« Rules given by the Apoſtles perpetually 
« binding, notwithſtanding the Divine Direc- 
<« tion by which they were preſcrib'd,”* — 
My Friend might here have added — The 
Rational Illuſtrator of our Common- Prayer- 
Book ſcruples not abſolutely to declare, and 
that upon no leſs occaſion than our Poſture 
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at the Communion, © The Example. of the A. 
« poſtle does not bind us.” | - But of this, 


he concludes, *© there can be no more pro- 
e per Judge than that learned Prelate, from 


'« within whoſe Juriſdiftion the contrary Doc- 


« trine dates its preſent Riſe; and 7 Hin 
« you may appeal.” + 


Tus far the Anatomiſt ; of all which the 
Kebliſts thought it their beſt way not to take 
the leaft Notice in their Reply : Their nominal 
Author indeed, by dedicating it to the Biſhop 
of Oxford, ſeems to join Iſſue with what was 
laſt propos'd, of appealing to his Lordſbip's De- 
termination: For whoſe deciſive Judgment in 
the Caſe, we need only turn to his Diſcour/: 

Church Government ; where, amidſt many 
other Paſſages to the ſame Purpoſe, we have 
This: ———< It is manifeſt that the Church 
« hath exercis'd this Authority in ſome Caſes 
„ with Univerſal Approbation, even to the lay- 
ing aſide of Apoſtolical Uſages.” * 


Had our Kebliſts been aware that his Lord- 
ſhip had ever thus expreſs'd himſelf, *tis pro- 
bable he would not have been one of the firſt 
of his Order they would have choſe for a Pa- 
tron ||, Nor will they be able to ſhelter 
themſelves under the Protection they have pre- 


+ Ch. 6. Sect. 23. in Margine. 

+ Anatomy of the KeBLa, p. 47. 

*.P. 206, 

Te KepLa, Part. II. Or farther Defence of Eaſtword 
Adoration, &g. was inſcribed to the Biſhops of Londou and 


I tended 


=y 


 Warſviping towards the E ag; 
\_ tended from Dr. Hammond; who in the Con- 
cluſion of what he may ſeem to have ſaid to 


the contrary, expreſly reſtrains himſelf to 
Dodctrines, not medling with Ceremonies Þ. 


To be therefore no farther tedious upon 
this Head; I leave it to Thoſe, who, in a 
Diſpute relating to Ceremonies only, have pre- 
ſum'd publickly to maintain, that If the 
* Church of England has departed from the 
« Catholick Apoſtolick Church, ſhe ought 
« to reform to it:“ J leave it to themſelves, 
I ſay; to ſhew why inſtead of that ſuperior 
Reſpeft they claim as of all others the beſt 
affected to the Church of England, they ought 
not rather to be regarded as Enemies, in Point 
of Judgment, to its Conſtitution, and, in Fact, 
ImyeuGNERs of it's Eftabiiſhment: Since there 
is perhaps no one Principle of Reformation 
Sur has more inſiſted upon, or more purſued 
than This, That the Forms of Divine Wor- 


ſhip are alterable, and that every Particular 


or National Church has a diſcretionary Power 
to chuſe its own Ceremonies, 


Bur I ſhall now proceed to conſider the 
other Branch of this Argument, which re- 
ſpects the Preſent Cus ro or PracTice of 


the Chuck, as urg'd in favour of Eaſtward 


Adoration. — The Practice of the Church 
ſay thoſe of the other Side, (meaning the 
now current Practice of the Church of England) 


— 


+ Pract. Catech. L. 2. Sect. 1. 
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« is againſt you.” And, ſays a Maſter in 
Tſrael, ſpeaking upon the Subject of Ceremo- 
nies diſcontinued in our Rubrics, but not in 
6 The Voice of Custom is in 
«© many Caſes the Voice of the Law*,?* But 
I would gladly have ask'd this worthy Divine, 
whether he did himſelf believe it to be fo in 
the Caſe before him : If not, *tis plain he ſpake 
beſide the Purpoſe: or that he ſpake with a 
Deſign, (which is much worſe) to amuſe and 
impoſe upon his Readers, by leading them in- 
to falſe Conceptions of Law in the Point de- 
pending, in order to propagate his own /aw- 
leſs Netions : A Practice, in my humble O- 
pinion, much more worthy of the ſo much 
deteſted Elzeus, than a True Son of the Church 
of England. But if he did really believe the 
Voice of Cuſtom, in the Caſe he was ſpeaking 
of, to be the Voice of the Law, I would then 
have ask*d him, which way he conceiv'd 
Cuſtom to be Law, when contrary to a Law 


made to break that Cuſtom ? Why are we 


not told in plain Terms, The Parliament 
may enact what they pleaſe, tis Cuſtom makes 
the Law ? 


I MusT own there are ſome very great Au- 
thorities which ſeem to eſpouſe this Paradox: 


and tell us, ** Contemporary Practice is the 


e beſt Expounder of any Laus.“ But if ſo, 
it may ſure be juſtly enough ſaid, had is 7%: 
beſt, Let Men but make a general Practice 


* 


* Beauty of Holineſs, p. 141. 
3 i | of 
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of breaking the Law, and, at this rate, the 
Law itſelf will come into it, I cannot there- 
fore but admire the Policy, as well as Hypo- 
criſy, of the Popiſhly affected Clergy, above- 
related by F o x, when the Reformation firft 
took place. And what has been ſo well ob- 
ſerv*d by a certain modern Writer, might be 
urg*d with ſtill greater reaſon : viz. ++ What 
e have avail'd all our ſumptuary Laws? What 
all thoſe againſt Gaming and Duelling ? 
« What thoſe againſt Bribery ? Only to de- 
% monſtrate, how much more Force there is 
& in Luxury and Vanity and Avarice, than 


there is in Laws with all their Penalties?” 


What have they avaiPd indeed, may we add, 
if contemporary Practice has eſtabliſh'd theſe 
Iniquities as by a Law? 


I Have ſomewhere read a very memo- 
rable - Remark of Mr. Hales of Eaton, not 
foreign to our preſent Purpoſe. The main 
Foundation, ſays He, that upholds this 
« Form of Action now in uſe, is Church- 
0 Cuſtom and Church-Error : Now for Church- 
« Cuſtom ; it is generally too much abug'd : 
„ for whereas naturally the Neceſſity of the 
% Thing ought to give Warrant to the Prac- 
e tice of the Church, I know not by what de- 
« vice Matters are turn'd about, and the 
«© Cuſtomary Practice of the Church is alledg*d 
to prove the Negeſity of the Thing.” 


Bur I, after all, can by no means grant 
that the Practice of the Church, properly ſpeak- 
ing, is againſt me: becauſe I think it highly 
reaſonable, as Times go, there ſhould =_ 
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Diſtinction allow'd betwixt the Practice of too 
many Churchmen, and the Practice of the 
Church: for, let Men practiſe what they 

leaſe, that only ought to be regarded as the 
Prag of the Churcb, which is according to 
the eſtabliſnh'd Rules of the Church: conſo- 
nant to what is ſaid in the very firſt Leaf of 
the Common-Prayer Book concerning Cere- 
monies; vix. That Thoſe only ought to 
ebe underſtood to be according to the Uſe 


$© of the Church of England, which are ap- 


e pointed in that Book.” This might be 11- 


luſtrated by ſuppoſing it only poſſible, that 


in all Caſes the Practice of Chriſtians may not 
be the PraZice of C Hint. 


Ones would have imagin'd, conſidering 
the great Affection profeſs'd by ſome People 
for our Common-Prayer Book, they might 
have been content to allow it that Prerogative 
which itſelf claims, and our Laws have con- 


firm'd: viz. to be our onLyY RiTuaL, and 
that its Rubrics ſhould ſtand as the Ne plus 


ULTRA of our Ceremonies: But Experience 
ſhews us that, when People have got a Habit 


of being over-ceremonions, whether in Church 


or out, it is no eaſy Matter to break them 
of it. As therefore the chief Root and Sup- 
— of this Evil is Cusrou, I will beg my 

eader's Patience, now my hand is in, for 


ſome few general Obſervations more upon 
that Head. 


I SHALL begin from Scripture. The di- 
vine Legiſlator Moſes injoins, Thou ſhalt 
not follow a Multitude to do Evil.” And 

cis 
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tis well obſerved of our Saviour by Tertullian, 
that He ſtil'd Himſelf TRUTRH, not Cus- 
« ToM.“ St. Cyprian ſpeaks to this effect 
« Cuſtom without Truth, or Right on its fide, 
* is no more than a long Continuance in 


« doing Wrong; let us therefore leave that 


« which is Wrong, and follow that which is 
« Right.” Conſonant to which alſo is the 
. Saying of St. Bernard. Our Judgment of 
« what is Rigbt, and not the Privilege of 
0 Cuſtom, ought to be our Guide.” 


To deſcend from the Fathers of the Pri- 
mitive Church to thoſe of our own : In what 
did one Principal Branch of our Reformation 
conſiſt, but in rejecting, and by lawful Au- 
thority aboliſhing, an incredible Number of 
Rites and Ceremonies, i. e. receiv*d Cuſtoms, of 
the Church? And in maintenance of this Pro- 
ceeding, and purſuance of the ſame Princi- 
ple, that learned Body of Men (ſome where- 
of were the beſt Civilians and Canoniſts of the 
Age) to whom was committed the Reforma- 
tion of our Eccleſiaſtical Laws, have thus de- 
liver'd their joint Senſe of the Matter under 
the Title ConsutTuDo : * Tho? the Autho- 


« rity of Cuſtom and Antient Uſage be not con- 


e temptible ; nevertheleſs ought it not ſo far 
to influence us, as to ſuperſede either Rea- 
« ſo or Law.” And again: ** Cuſtom is of 


no force againſt Law or Reaſon.” 


Bur that I may not be ſaid to ſhelter my- 
ſelf under the Authority of a Set of Men 
partial to my Cauſe ; Hear what the moſt 
irrefragable Dr. Heylin ſays, even in his An- 
= | tidotum 


or 
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tidotum Lincolnienſe * : If the preſent Law 
ce be contrary to the Antient Practice, the 
C Autient Practice muſt give way; and the 
« Lato ſhall carry it.” And again, in an- 
other Tract, when his Judgment was moſt 
mature: „I think, ſays He, no Man will 
« affirm that Cuſtom ſhould be kept, or heard, 
« when it is againſt Law.“ 


Bur, in mort, I do not know any Two Men 
that have ſpoke with leſs Reverence of, or (if ] 
may ſo expreſs myſelf) have more ſcoured, the 


Authority of Cuſtom than Dr. Bifſe and Mr, 


Wheatly themſelves, when the Practice is not 
after their own hearts. Thus, as to the Caſe 
of actual Prayer for the King before Sermon, 
the Doctor, in the 156th Page of his BEAUTv, 
frankly tells us this Piece of his Mind: We 
<« hope that the Friends both of our Church 
& and Liturgy will approve the Reſolution of 
«< thoſe, who, purſuant to the late Injunctiont, 


«© chuſe rather to return to the former Uſage 


ic enatted by Authority, than to go on in an 
« Error crept in only by, Connivance.” And 
ſome Pages after, ſpeaking upon another Oc- 
caſion; This 0 general Cuſtom, ſays he, 
« hath not the leaſt Apology for itſelf, but 
tc that it is a Cuſtom : It is Joubtleſs a Dit- 
& ſervice to the Worſhiper, as well as a 
« Diſorder to the Worſhip.” Might he not 
have ſaid the ſame of a certain other Cuſtom ? 


Tx ingenious Mr. Vpeatly alſo, with an 
Air of Triumph, or at leaſt of Ovation, thus 


— 


* P. 91. 
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concludes his celebrated Tract for Bidding of 
Prayer.“ I think therefore I urs 
« beg leave to be diſmiſs'd, and leave thoſe 
« Gentlemen the Plza of Cuſtom, who have 
«© no other Argument to vindicate their Prac- 


« tice,” 


So that we ſee, after all, Cuſtom goes by 
Favour ; and thoſe, who have been moſt fond 
of it in one Caſe, can put as great a Slight 
upon it in another when they do not like its 
Countenance. For my own Part, I ſcarce 
know where to find any Thing more depre- 
ciating, or derogatory to its Authority, chan 
what theſe Two eminent Divines have here 
furniſn'd me with; unleſs 3 ſhould make a 
Tranſition to our Poets; amongſt whom a 
noble Peer of noble Senſe hath left us this 
immortal Diſtich, 


D CusTOM, which often W1spom over-rules, 
And only ſerves for RE ason to the Fools.“ 


TRE firſt Line of our Poet was verified, 
with a witneſs, by the Council of ConsSTANCE 
when, as Dr. South relates *, „They decreed, 
« with a non obſtante to Chriſt's expreſs Inſti- 
© tution of the bleſſed Sacrament in both 
Kinds, that the contrary Cuſtom and Practice, 
of receiving it only in one Kind, ought to be 
* accounted and obſerved as a Lau:“ and 
This upon Pain of Excommunication. Who 
can deny but that this Decree breaths the True 


( 
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Spirit of True But tis time to finiſh 


this Section. 
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SECTION IV. 


Come now briefly to exhibit to the View 
of the Publick a Sketch of the in/idiou; 
and pernicious Conſequences, both to our Church 
and State, of the Practice inquir'd into: and 
alſo more effectually to point out the moſt 
proper and natural Remedy for the ſame. 
And firſt; if we conſider it with regard 
to SUPERSTITION, it is ſcarcely poſſible to 
imagine what fond ridiculous Notions Man. 
kind has been led into by the Fantaſtict Con- 
ceit of a KE BLA, or the Propriety of having 
regard to a peculiar Point of the Heavens 
in Prayer, Sc. In my former Part + I had 
octaſion to obſerve that, according to this 
Principle, a Man, to be critical in his De- 
«« yotions, had need of a Carp as well as 
« a CALENDAR 3 and, to fteer his Vows a- 
« right, ſhould pray, as well as ſail, by 
Needle and Compaſs.” This was preſently 
exclaim'd againſt as a profane, if not b/a/- 
ous Imagination of my own Heart : Yet 
have I ſince found, I had imagin*d nothing but 
what it was natural to imagine in the Cale, 
being well aſſur' d, tis very common with the 
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Turks and Perſiaus to carry about them what 
they call a KenLtn-Noma *, i.e. a Pocket- 
Compaſs, to direct them how to place themſelves 
exactly when they go to Prayers. 


Axp indeed it behov'd them well to be 
not a little careful in this particular, ſince, ac- 
cording to the current Orthodoxy of their 
Country, the Kebla was one of the firſt Things 
they would be called to account. for in the 
next World: So ſoon”, faith Father Simon 
in his Critical Hiſtoty of the Belief and Cuſtoms 
of the Eaſtern Nations, © as any one is dead 
« and buried, Two of the greateſt Angels, 
*« of which the One is call'd Munzir, the 
Other Nekir, come and interrogate the dead 
« Perſon, asking what Belief he has concern- 
e ing God and the Prophet, the Law and 
& the Kebla, that is to ſay, 10 what Side one 
&* is to turn in praying to God? The Juſt are 
then to anſwer, Our God is He that created 


« all Things: Our Faith is the Muſſulman or 


« Orthodox Faith: and the True Direction of 
*© our Prayers is the KI ABE T. Unbelievers, 
* on the contrary, not knowing what to, 
« anſwer, are condemn'd to ſuffer great Pains.” 


Taz ſame Father alſo afterwards enume- 
rating certain Caſes which make their Prayers 


his Inſtrument is mention d by Chambers in his 

Univerſal Dictionary; alſo in the Di&ionarium Britanni- 
cum of Bailey. | 46 

+ By the Kiase', I ſuppoſe, is here meant, what by other 

Authors is generally call'd, CaaBA, or the Square Temple at 

Mecca, towards which the Mahometans turn when they pray; 

and where of old there ſtood a lofty Tower call d — 
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null and void, amongſt the reſt has theſe 
« Tf they begin a Prayer when they hear the 
% [mam (or Prieſt) begin another: If they 
ce ſalute any one voluntarily: If they turn 
« their Faces from the Kebla: or if they 
« ſcratch three Times in one Place.“ 


Taz Jews, who had long indeed a pecu- 
liar and juſt Reaſon for praying towards the 
Mercy-Seat, are yet in other Caſes more ridi- 
culous, if poſſible, than their Neighbours, 
having a Kebla for their Wives, as well as for 
their Worſhip, and for another occaſion alſo 
ſcarce fit to be mention'd : But the courteous 
Reader will pardon any thing from the ve 
learned Mr. Gregory :—1I will here,” ſays he, 
c ſet down-but this Inſtance, P.. xvii. 14. we 
<« render it, as we ſhould, Whoſe Belly Thou 
& filleſt with thy hidden Things: They read it 
“ — and the North ſhall fill their Bellies ; and 
“ miſapply it to the matters of Generation: 
&« Whoſoever, ſay the Doctors in Beracoib, 
« ſhall ſet his Bed North and South, ſhall be- 
ce get Male Children: therefore the Jews hold 
the Rite of Collocation to this Day: there- 
e fore alſo, at the Celebration of the Nuptials, 
« the Bride is appointed to ſtand with her 
« Face turn'd towards the North or South, 
*© as an Omen of Happy Procreation, both 
c for the Number and Sex of Children. And 
yet all this is none of the right Reaſon why 
<< the Jews place their Beds North and South : 
„They are bound to place their Beth Hac- 
* cifſe, or Houſe of Office, in the very fame 

Situation, ſo that he that fits down 10 co- 
* 
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« ver his Feet, may have his Face turn'd to- 
« wards the North or South, but by no means 
« towards the Weſt or Eaſt: For however 
« the Doctors, Alpbeſi and others, an con- 
« templation of this h2ve ſought out many In- 
« ventions, yet the Reaſon of the laſt is the 
«© Reaſon D, the firſt, which the Glofe giveth 
that the uncomely Neceſſities of Nature or 
&« Matrimony might not fall into the Walk and 
« I/ays of God, whoſe Dwer.LING PRESENCE 
e Jieth WEST and EAST .“ g 


Bur ſome one will ſay, How impertinent 
is this to the preſent Times? Are we in any 
danger of falling into the like Abſurdities ? 
And Some one perhaps may think it ſufficient 
to reply, What has been may be: and the 
ſame Cauſe may produce the ſame Effect. 
In the mean time TI ſhall venture to affirm, 
it is more than probable, the EasT has been 
long deſign'd only as a Tool to the Altar; a 
ſenſeleſs and extravagant Veneration for which 
tends only to make it a Stepſtone to Some- 
thing more abfurd than ever was profeſs'd 
by Jew or Turk. 


Oxe would think Experience might ſuffi- 
ciently have taught us, that from worfhiping 
God towards the Altar, worſhiping him upon 
the Altar was too eaſy a Tranſition : for which 
reaſon the bleſſed Martyr Biſhop Hooper, in a 
Sermon before King Edward, mov'd that 
voth the Name and Thing might be chang'd: 


ers 
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« For, ſaid he, as long as Altars remain, 
cc both the ignorant People, and the ignorant 
and evil · perſuaded Prieſts, will always dream 
of Sacrifice.“ And a late Right Reverend 
: fitor of our Articles, ſpeaking 0 Thoſe, 
in whoſe Hands the ordering of Rites and 
Ceremonies in the Publick Service of God 
might at any time be intruſted, has left us 
this judicious general Remark : They 
«« ought to conſider well the Genius of the 
« Chriſtian Religion, and therefore they are to 
«« ayoidevery thing that may lead toIdolatry,or 
<« feed Superſtition, every thing that is apt zo be 
e abus'd to give falſe Ideas of God, &c.” And 
again more particularly; We ought never 
ce to worſhip God towards any vi/ible Ob- 
60 jet, unleſs he were evidently declaring his 
« Glory in it; as he did to Moſes in the 
« Flaming Buſh; to the Iſraelites on Mount 
«© Sinai, and in the Cloud of Glory : or to us 
« Chriſtians in a ſublimer manner, in the 


Human Nature of Jeſus Chriſt F.“ 


On the other hand, that moſt popular 
Teacher Dr. Biſſe thinks — “ It might well 
be required, that as a Subject, in receding 
from his Prince's Throne, always keeps his 
„Face towards his Sovereign, bowing all 
«© along as he retires, ſo ſhould we bow, when 
„ withdrawing from the Altar, tbro* the 
*© whole Length of. the Sanctuary |.” This 
the Doctor, I ſay, tells us might be well re- 
_quir'd: but till it is ſo, I humbly conceive, 


Biſhop Burnet, p. 195, 341. 
py Decency and Ord 4 80. 
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it may be much better let alone, What Pre- 
cedent may be poſſibly found for this ſuper- 
ceremonious Reſpect to the Altar in the firſt 
and pureſt Ages of the Church, I muſt con- 
feſs, I know not: But do believe upon exa- 
mination it will appear, Dux Femina Fat : 
Our Kebliſts F perhaps may have pointed out 
the very Perfon to us, even their tutelar 
St. Nonna, to whoſe immortal Honour it is 
recorded, that (tho* ſhe liv'd to a great Age) 


She never turn'd her Back upon the Altar 


„ of the Lord, no not ſo much as out of 
„% Divine Service.” A good Woman, no 
doubt, and of /i#gu/ar Devotion! But where 
alas will this wk truly o/d-wives Super- 
ſtition carry us? Where will it end? 

To cloſe this tender Article : If Superſtition 
be only an ill- grounded Devation, or placing 
Religion where it has no real Foundation, 
what can be more /perftitious than for Men 
to imagine they can place God at which End 
of the Church they pleaſe? Or that Them- 
ſelves will be ever the more acceptable to him 
for ſetting their Faces or their Churches one 
way rather than another; and ſo commencing 
furious Bigots for a Point of the Compaſs ; 
and being ſcarce able to bear the Sight of a 
Man, who can't bring himſelf to it as exact 
as the Gnomon of an Eaſt-Dial? Yet hear 
again what fays Dr. Bic. Hath it been 
heard that any Church was ever built with- 
cout its Altar, or any Chriſtian buried with: 
* his Face turn'd towards the WzsT, a Situa- 


Part II. p.63. 


« tion 
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<« tion contrary to the univerſal Cuſtom of 
« the Church? Good God! Thar Chriſtians, 
« Sects of Chriſtians, ſhould in theſe days 
« make it Superſtition to worſhip in that 
« bodily Poſition or Direction, which yer 
« they deſire to be buried in; and that the 
« Grave ſhould teach that Uniformity to the 
« Dead, which thy Church cannot to the 
« Living F!” 


To all which I need only anſwer, *tis 
ſuch a Flight of Zeal without Knowledge ; ſuch 
a Mixture of Fuſtian and Fanatici/m, as I hope, 
is not to be parallel'd in any other Dignitary 
of the Church of England. And indeed, who- 
ever takes the pains, as I have done, ſeriouſ- 


ly to conſider the Myſtagogous Tratts of this 


Reverend Divine, may ſay, as St. Paul of the 
Athenians, — I perceive that in all things 
e they are too ſuperſtitious.” But this I ſpeak 
in general: nor ſhall I ever deny but that 


the Author has his Intervals; and ſomerimes 


drops a Specimen of ſound Judgment : as 
may appear from certain Paſſages I have yet 
to produce, tho” not the very next in order. 


Lr us now view the Practice in Diſpute 
with regard to Party-Diſtinction in Divine Ser- 
vice, than which nothing can be more highly 
indecent, ſcandalous, or of worſe Conſequence. 
Eraſmus, laſhing the Monkiſh Eccleſiaſticks 
of his Time, takes particular notice, that 


„ they plum'd and valued themſelves upon 


«© the Obſervance of certain little impertinent 


— 


1 Decency and Order, p. 57. | 
„ Cere- 


Morſbiping towards the EAST. 


« Ceremonies of their own deviſing ; and by 
* means of the ſame diſtinguiſb d and deſpis'd 
« others T. The very ſame Scene ſeems 
to have been acted over again in our own 
Churches; where there have been thoſe who 
upon no other Merit, have ſet up for the 
very beſt of Churchmen ; and, in a word, for 
Mirrors of Orthodoxy. A late worthy Prelate, 
in his Life of Biſhop Bedel, obſerves upon the 
like occaſion, that in thoſe days, Men “ were 
& diſtinguiſh'd and mark*d out for Preferment 
« by that which in Strictneſs of Law was a 
«© Thing that deſerv'd Puniſhment *.” And 
the learned Mr. Mede, who had too much 
Judgment not to diſcern that of Church-Ce- 
remonies none were Legal but what were Rubri- 
cal, yet fairly confeſſes, that © in the Matter 
& of Bowing he was an Occaſional Conformiſt, 
& for fear of the Imputation of Singularity, 
& and being branded as inclin'd to the Puri- 
C fans; a SIN, ſaid he, like that againſt the 
« Holy Ghoſt ||.” The Author of the Com- 
ne Hiſtory of England has a Complaint of 
ater Date, that All Perſons of Charity 
C and Moderation were treated with the Cha- 
<«« racter of Low Churchmen, Whiggs, and Pha- 
« naticks;, tho* Men of the greateſt Affection 
eto the Church, and ſtricteſt Conformity to its 
« Eftabliſp*d Rules t.“ And I wiſh only it 
were poſſible, even now-a-days, for a Mi- 


+ Ex hujuſmodi Nugis ab homuncionibus repertis ſe 
cæteris anteponunt. De Vita Monaſtica. Ex his fibi pla- 
cent, ex his alios judicant & contemnunt. Idem. 

* See the Appendix, Numb. 2. 

See his Works, p. o 1. Crimen nullo Oceano eluendum. 

+ Vol. 3. P. 777. ' 
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A DISQUISITION upon 
niſter, who ſhall endeavour nothing more than 
by all juſt Meaſures to approve himſelf a le. 
gitimee and dutiful Son of the Church of Eng- 
land, not to be deem'd worſe than a Diſſenter 
by near one Half of his Pariſh, and almoſt 
all his Brethren, only for not doing what by 
the very Conſtitution of our Church he is for- 
bid to do. | 


Ds. Bifſe is fo far from diſſembling this 
Party-Spirit in the matter, that. he actually 
propoſes the Practice, more than once, as a 
Mark of Diftinftion, a Teſt of Faith, and the 
Criterion of a true Chriſtian. Thus, ſpeaking 
of turning at the Creed, All Chrift's Faith- 
ful Soldiers, fays He, Hall ſhew that they 
hold the Unity of Faith by this Uniformity 
© of Geſture .“ And elfewhere; *<* Since 
<«« thro* the modern irregular Form and In- 
C equality of Seating, this Uniformity of 
<< Poſtures and Geſtures is now rendred im- 


practicable, the Obſervance of it is more 


<< earneftly recommended at the Rehearſal of 
the Creeds ; that we may in one Inſtance 
« at leaſt teftify, that We are one and the 
fame Body ||. | 


Tuus, with this Doctor, are Thofe the 
Faithful Soldiers of Chriſt who tranſgreſs the 
Orders of the Church: Whilſt thoſe that have 
the ſtrifteſt Regard for them are meer De- 
teſtable Elzeans, i. e. Hereticks, Impoſtors, Mad- 
men ; and what not ? | 


+ Beauty of Holineſs, p. 144. 
Dec enqy and Order, p. 79. | | 
Nor 


Warſbiping towards the E As r. 


Nox are there many Years paſt ſince a 
moſt Pragmatical Humour diſcover'd itſelf 
for multiplying theſe Petty Differences in our 
Publick Worſhip: This was in ſome meaſure 
check'd by a very ſeaſonable Letter upon the 
Occaſion, generally afcrib'd ro Biſhop Fleet- 
wood : from which I ſhall here beg leave to 
preſent my Reader with the following Para- 
graph. But what if after all, Theſe Inno- 
« vations, of Standing up at reading the Se- 
& cond Leſſon, &c. be not ſincerely intended 
« for greater Decency's ſake, and ſhewing 
e more Reverence, and exciting greater De- 
« yotion, but meerly to ſtart up a new Di- 
« ſtinction, and make a farther Difference be- 
«« twixt thoſe who come to publick Worſhip 
«<< in the ſame Place, but who are of diffe- 
c rent Parties with reſpect to the King and 
«« State-Afﬀairs? You know what Sort of 
People they are who chiefly promote theſe 
Innovations, and are moſt forward to di- 


« ſtinzuiſh themſelves by little ceremonious Ob- 


& ſervances ; and You know alſo what King it 
is they incline io | | 


Muc more to our preſent purpoſe may 
be ſeen in this well-tim*d Epiſtle, no longer 
ſince than the laſt Reign: Vet muſt it not be 
denied, with regard to the particular Practice 
now before us (I mean that Part which con- 
ſiſts in turning at the Creed) but that many 


* Letter to an Inhabitaut of St. Andrew's Holdoura, about 
New Ceremonies in the Church. | 
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. of undiſputed Affection to the Proteſtant Suc- \ 
ceſſion, have been ſo complaiſant as to come 
into it: It may alſo be obſerv'd, that per- 
haps there is not a Man of the Diſaffected 
throughout the Kingdom, but makes it a 
conſtant Part of his Devotion: and no doubt 
but *tis with Pleaſure they behold their Party, 
in appearance at leaſt, daily increaſing.— 


— Bur not to dwell too long upon this 
Head, if poſſible, more tender than the laſt ; 
I ſhall cloſe it with the judicious Remark of 
Dr. Nicholls, in the Preface ro his Comment on 
the Common- Prayer. Whatever little Ad- 
« vantages may be compaſs'd by theſe Prac- 
<« tices, they are certainly very dangerous 
<< ones, as tending to divide that Church, 
«© whoſe only Strepgth and Safety conſiſts in 
<« ts Union. Thek Projects have been once 
1 <« already tried with a very lamentable Suc- 
4 « ceſs: For the Miſeries of the Civil Wars 

| were not owing to the Separatiſts and Sec- 
<< taries (for theſe were afterwards brooded 
in CromwelPs Army) but to the Quarrels 
« and Diſtinctions made betwixt the Church- 
e of-England-Men themſelves: Theſe un- 
| happy Differences kindled the firſt Coals of 
' < the Civil War, and blowed up the whole 
«© Nation into Flames; whereby the Life of 
<< the moſt Religious of Princes was ſacrificed, 
and the beſt of Churches was ruin'd. And 
if this be not Warning ſufficient againſt 
ce Tine the like Experiments for the future, 
* know not what is.“ 


T HESE 


Morſbiping towards the EAST, 


Taest things naturally ſuggeſt to us the 
Conſideration of a third Evil, ariſing from the 
preſent Practice, viz. as it gives an unneceſſary 
Occaſion of Objections againſt our Communion. 


Anp here let no man be ſo witty as to infer, 
tis my Opinion there is any neceſſary Occa- 
ſion of Objections againſt it: what I would 
be underſtood to refer to, are ſuch Objections, 
the matter whereof has no Foundation in our 
Conſtitution. This premis'd ; I would aſk 
why, when there is a conſiderable Body of 
our Proteſtant Brethren, who diflent from our 


Publick Worſhip, upon the account of our 


already (as they think) too many Ceremonies, - 


we ſhould go to clog it with more? How 
can we expect they ſhould ſubmit to arbitrary 
Impoſitions, who unhappily ſcruple what the 
Law requires? Or how can we preſs them to 
ſubſcribe to an Eſtabliſhment by which our 
ſelves will not be determin'd ? 


SuePose, for inſtance, ſuch an one as the 
Author of the Beauty f Holineſs ſhould at- 
tempt to convert a Diſſenter; might he not 
reply, <** Phyſician, heal thy ſelf.” The Act 
of Uniformity, as you have manag'd the 
© matter, ſerves only to ſhut out one Set of 
« Diſſenters, and let in another.“ — To 


ſpeak the Truth; upon a fair Scrutiny, there 


will be found abundantly more Nonconformiſ?s 
in the Church than our of it: And might not 
one of the Latter Sort very fairly argue with 


thoſetof the Former, — How come you, 
| Q 2 | « Gen- 


— 
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« Gentlemen! to put on this Air of Zeal for 


Conformity, whom it the leaſt becomes of 


cc all others? As we cannot comply with what 
ee the Act commands, ſo neither can you for- 
ce bear what it forbids: As to the matter of 
« Conformity. therefore, we are much upon 
« the Level; and may ſhake hands: and 
« jt would be your joint Intereſt alſo to ſue 
« for an Act of Toleration, and take the Be- 
« nefit of it: For why, ſince neither Prac- 
« tice is according to Li, ſhould our Stand- 


eee ing at the Lord's Supper, for inſtance, be 


„thought more a Tranſgreſſion than your 
« Bowing to or towards the Table? Sup- 
< poſe farther, we ſhould come into the Uſe 
« of ſuch Ceremonies as are appointed by 
te the Book of Common- Prayer, will that 
content you without going ſome farther 
<« Lengths? If not, how can you deſire us 
« to come into an Eſtabliſhment to break its 
« Rules, or be perhaps worſe thought of 
„than we were before?“ 


THe general Deluſion that reigns in this 


Caſe to me ſeems to lie here; many have 
no Doubt or Suſpicion of their being thorough 
Conformiſts to the Church of England, if 


they have no ſcruple upon them as to the Uſe 


of any Ceremony ſpecified in the Rubrics : 
but, with ſubmiſſion, this is a very imperfect 
Notion of Conformity, and he that carries it 
no further, may nor improperly be ſaid to 
be only a Piece of a'Conformiſt. The juſt Mea- 
fure of Conformity is that Charta magna of the 
Church, the Ad of Uniformity : by which, as 


has 


Morſbiping towards the EAS r. 


has been above ſhewn, we are as much oblig'd 
to abſtain from the Uſe of all other Ceremo- 
nies, as we are to uſe thoſe that are preſcribꝰd. 


Taz Juſtice. of theſe Obſervations is ſo ob- 
vious from the foregoing Parts of this Di/- 
quifition, that I hope nothing need be added 
here in ſupport of it: But the Opinion and 
Practice of that moſt exemplary Prelate, Bi- 
ſhop Bedel, are ſo very expreſs and applicable 
to my preſent Purpoſe, that I beg leave to ex- 
hibit a brief Account of both, from the Au- 
thor of his Life, whoſe Words are theſe —— 
„ Biſhop Bedel was exactly conformable to 

„„ the Forms and Rules of the Church.” And 
again, —— Hie never would depart from 


< the Rule of obſerving the Conformity pre- 


« ſcrib'd by Law: For he ſaid, That they 
« were as much Nonconformiſts who added of 
« their own, as they that came ſhort of what 
« was injoin'd; as he that adds an Inch to 
« a Meaſure, diſowns it for a Rule as much 
«as he that cuts an Inch from it. And as 
« he was ſevere upon him that added Words 
« of his own to the Collect, ſo he thought it 
« was no leſs cenſurable to add Rites to thoſe 
cc preſcrib'd.“ + 


Some one perhaps may think it ſufficient 
to object, that tho* this Rule may be good 
in general; yet that every General Rule has, 
— ought to have, its Exceptions. To which 
it ſeems ſufficient for me. to reply; that as 


4 


* a 6 th ade Sd. dind.t. 


+ See bis Life by Biſbop 3 pag. 146. 
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A DISQUISITION upon 
there would be no End of arbitrary Excep. 


tions, for that very reaſon there ought to be 


no Beginning : but whatever Exceptions may 
be tolerable in other Caſes, the Practice be. 
fore us is ſo very weak and ridiculous in its 
Original, that it deſerves no Exception to be 
made in its favour ; and fo very miſchievous 
in its Conſequences, that it ought to have 
none. But enough of this. 


Ly us next take a tranſient View alſo of 
a fourth general Objection againſt this modiſh 
Scheme of Eaſtward Adoration : viz. That it 
not only claſhes with a main Deſign of the 
Reformation, but alſo, by the manner wherein 
it has been of late defended, ſtrikes at the 


very Foundation of it. This I have already 
touch*d upon, and ſhall now farther explain, 


' Oxs of the chief Principles of our great 
and good Reformers, ſeems to be that of 


ſhall not here repeat what has been already 
ſaid, with relation to that horrid Imperti- 
nence of the Miniſter's turning from the Peo- 


ple, when he is about to ſpeak what it con- 


cerns them to hear: I ſhall only add — It 
we do well to be content with a Miniſtration 
not to be heard, our Forefathers ſure had not 
ſo great Cauſe, as is imagin'd, to quarrel with 
the Language of their Divine Service, only 
becauſe it was not underſtood : and indeed 


the preſent Mode ſeems to me deſign'd for 


nothing more, than 10 reconcile us 10 it again, 
and is a very proper Expedient to prepare 
the 


„„ „„ ) p Ex Sa, >. 


Morſbiping towards the EAST. 


the way; for if we are not to hear what our 
Miniſters ſay, what ſignifies it whether we un- 
derſtand their Language ? 
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Bur what I would principally inſiſt upon 


in this place is, that The Arguments taken 
from Catholick Cuſtom and Apoſtolical Tradition, 
in favour of meer Ceremomes, have a direct 
Tendency to ſap and ſubvert the Foundation 
itſelf of the Reform'd Religion : we cannot 
therefore make a Compliment to the Inten- 
tions of thoſe that uſe them, but at the Ex- 
pence of their Judgment, and indeed of our 
own too. 


M y Friend the Anatomiſt of the Kebla, ha- 
ving occaſion to call in Queſtion the Senti- 
ments of thoſe, who at the time the Refor- 
mation took place, would have maintain*d 
that „The Cuſtoms commonly receiv'd by 
<«« the People, and the Conſtitutions of their 


| << Fore-fathers, ought ſtill to be obſerv'd, not- 


« withſtanding any Laws then made to the 
% contrary,” takes notice, that The Ob- 
e ſeryance of this ſingle Maxim would have 
c effectually prevented all Reform of Popu- 
« lar Cuſioms, or antient Conſtitutions of the 
Church, however inconvenient for its pre- 
« ſent State: nor, ſays he, ſhould we then 
* have had any ſuch thing at this Day as 
ea Church of England, as it now ſtands by 
Law eſtabliſh*d,” And having refer'd to 
the Decree of the Council of Trent, by which 
the Doctrine of his Antagoniſts is confirm'd, 
He farther obſerves, — ** This Decree was 

s viſibly 
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« viſibly frani'd as an Engine to batter down 
« the Reformation in its Riſe.” 


Uron theſe plain Obſervations of my old 


Friend, the Keblifts, in their Second Part, are 


into a very viſible Diſorder, and have 
| aa themſelves not a little inconſiſtent: 


For after having talk'd (p. 4. 5.) in very high 


Strains, „of the Obedience due to Autho- 
<« rity :** and that they never ſaid in their 
Lives (poor Gentlemen !) * that Rites and 
«© Ceremonies once receiv'd, cannot or ought 
<< not to be aboliſh'd by Lawful Authority: 
« or that Authority ought to be reftram'd 
« from making any Alterations in Caſes of 
«« Expedience or Neceſlity :** After all this, 
(p. 45.) They tell us, That if the Particu- 
« lar Church wherein they live, is departed 
< from the Catholick and Apoſtolick Church 
<« of the firſt - and pureſt Times, Meekneſs 
c (truly) requires their Obedience and Sub- 


„ miſſion to the Catholick and Apoſtolick 


«« Church, and vor to the Church wherein 


_ « they live: and that if the Church of Eng- 


«© land has departed from the Catholick A- 
«« poſtolick Church ¶ in plain terms] She 
© ought to reform to it.” And in their former 
Part (p. 38.) they had as plainly giv'n us to 
underſtand alſo, that << Whatever, as far as 
could be collected, was an Apoſtolical 
Tradition, and had continued in the Church 


« ever ſince, ought THEREFORE ſtill to be 
% obſerv'd.“ 


How 


* _ . TW — 705" - 
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How well conſiſtent theſe Principles are 
with thoſe on which the Reformation ſtands, 
and the Church of England in particular 1s 


eſtabliſh'd, I humbly conceive I need only ap- 


al to what has abundantly occur'd on the 
Subject in this Second Part of my Di/qui/ition : 
However, for the clearer View of the Point, 
I ſhall here briefly exhibit the Popiſi and 
Proteſtant Principles in Columns oppoſite to 


each other: 


Church of Rome. 


<« I moſt firmly ad- 
mit and embrace 
« Apoſtolical and Ec- 
&« clefraſtical 'TRADI- 


« TIONS, andallother 


« Obſervationsand Con- 
© /titutions of the ſame 
„Church. —— And 
all Things contrary 
« thereunto ] do like- 
e wiſe condemn, reject 


e and anathematize.” 


CREED of Pope Pius 


IV. Artic. 13. and Part 


of the 24. 


<< The Ceremonies 
of the Church are 
* univerſally, and, un- 
« der Pain of the Great 
Curſe, neceſſarily to 
60 he 


, 


| Church of England. 


« We think it con- 
<« yenient that —_ 


« ſuch Ceremonies as 
they ſhall think beſt 
<< to the ſetting forth 
« of God's Honour 
and Glory, Sc.“ 
Vide Com. Prayer 
Book, Tit. of 
Ceremonies, why 
Se. 


* 


I is not fieceſ- 
« ſary that Traditions 
« and Ceremonies be in 
ce all Places One or ut- 


<< terly alike; for at all 
R ce times 


Country ſhould uſe + 
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A DISQUISITION #po# 


Church of Rome. | Church of England. 


« be usꝰd in all Places 


& and Countries.“ 


Council of Trent. 


On this Side may 
we alſo range that no- 
tablePoſition, publick- 
ly aſcrib'd, by an im- 
partial Hand, to a Bi- 
ſhopof our own, treat- 
ing of the Rites and Ce- 
remonies of the Church, 


viz. No Particular 


e Church hath Power 


c to controul the Au- 
c thority of the Uni- 
* verſal Church,” 


« times they have been 
divers, and may be 
e chang'd according 
<« to the Diverſity of 
4 Countries, Sc.“ 
Artic. 34. of the 
Traditions of the 
Church. 


Every Particular 
Church hath Autho- 
e rity to ordain, change 
« and aboliſh Ceremo- 
© nies or Rites of the 
Church, Sc.“ id. 


THe diametrical Oppoſition of theſe Prin- 
ciples, and the very Language of them, ſhews 
that they are calculated with Deſigns directly 
oppoſite : thoſe on the one Side to prevent 
and defeat the Reformation, thoſe on the other 


to promote and maintain it. 


And tho? our 


Kebliſis have not been fo kind as to point it 
out to us, *tis Somewhat remarkably to the 


preſent 


Morſbiping towards the E a 8 r. 


preſent Purpoſe, which heir Friend Heylyn 
particularly obſerves but the Year before that 
they refer to; viz.——That of the Three Points 
propos'd as the Subject of a Publick Diſpula- 
tion betwixt the Divines of the Popiſh Party, 
and thoſe of the Proteſtant Perſuaſion, the 
Second was This Every Church hath 
« Authority to appoint, tate away, and change 
« CEREMONIESandEccLESIASTICALRITES, 
«© {© the ſame be to Edification *.“ 


Urox the Whole therefore; If to eſpouſe 
a Decres of the Council of Trent in oppoſi- 
tion to an ARTICLE of the Church of Eng- 
land, and the very CREED of the Pore ra- 
ther than the Declaration of our Common- Prayer 
Book, be not both Formal and Material Po- 
PERY, I muſt confeſs I know not what is: 
and only with that very learned Divinz who 
has been the Living OrAcLE in this Affair, 
and who, it ſeems, * has gone deeper into 
« the Examination of Matters than moſt of 
e the Learned this Nation affords,” would 
vouchſafe to explain himſelf as a Member of 
the ESTABLISH*D CHURCH. 


Bur to reſume my Subject, and conclude : 
The natural Conſequences of the Practice diſ- 
cuſs?d being thus laid open, and manifeſt to 
all Capacities, I hope we ſhall hear no more 


— 


t 


* See his EcCLEsia RESTAURATA, An. ELI. 1. P. 112. 
See alſo the Injunctions of the Privy - Council to the Biſhop 
London, ordering him what Points to preach upon as 

aul's-Croſs, Anno 1549. Fox. 
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of thoſe puny Expoſtulations ſo common in 
the mouths of all its Devotees.— What 
« Harm is there in't? —— << If we have 
«« a mind to turn towards the EasT, why 
6 may we not turn that way as well af 
« any other?” That God is equally in all 
Places, is a fundamental Maxim of this Diſ- 
courſe: No Man therefore ſure can be ſo 
great an Ideot as to imagine I think other- 
wiſe than that, which way ever we happen to 
face in our Addreſſes to him, it is a Thing 
in its own Nature perfeftly indifferent : but 
then we ſhould conſider it only as ſuch, act 
accordingly, and not make a formal ſtated Ce- 
remony of it: for he muſt be but a ſorry 
Caſuiſt who does not know that Things by 
Nature indifferent may by Law be made 
otherwiſe: And as the Conſtitution of our 
Church has left no Ceremony indifferent, but 
All are gither commanded or forbidden; and 
This 7. a. towards the Eaſt is no where or- 


der'd, whenever we make a Ceremony of it 


(pardon me the Expreſſion) it is a Turn 


too much. I am ready to ſay with St. Au- 


ſtin, in the Senſe I have ſeen him cited, 
«© When any Man is about to pray, let him 
<« place his Body as occaſion offers“. But 
let him not make it a Point of Conſcience 
which way he places it; for This were in fact 
to make a Ceremony : and once more, in the 
Church of England, to make a Ceremony is 10 
break a Law. To which Purpoſe there is 
Something very remarkable in the Injunctions 


— ———. 


* Cum quis quarit- orare, collocet Membra ſicut ei 
given . 
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given by the Government to the Biſnop of 


London, at the Beginning of the Reforma- 
tion, viz. © If any Man ſhall uſe the Old 
« Rites, and thereby diſobey the Superiour 
« Power, the Devotion of his Ceremonies is 
«© made nought by his Diſobedience F.“ And 
thus may we farther ſee what was the real 
Senſe of our Church in this matter, if Thoſe 
who made it underſtood it. | 


Bur ſome one perhaps will ſay, —— What 
would I have Men do, for inſtance, when they 
ſay their Creed? Would I have them turn 
no way, but ſtand juſt as they did before? 
My Anſwer is, WHY Vor? What occaſion 
for all this ſhuffling backwards and forwards, 
when the Time is come for us to fay what 
Religion we are of ? If we deſire to let the 
World know that we are Chriſtians, why do 
we not declare it in the face of the World ? 
As to making the /Declaratibn before God, 
He is every where; why then ſhould we 
turn, to be never the nearer? For once to 
aſſume Myſelf the Air of a profound Rationa- 
liſ. When we profeſs our Faith, what more 
proper than 7o ſtand our Ground? 


In a Word; if we pretend to be Church- 
men, we ought to keep to the Standard of our 
Church, and that in point of Ceremonies «as 
well as Doctrine. This, of all others, would 
be the moſt effectual way to put a Stop to 
the many unhappy and fatal Conſequences 


% 


+ Fox ſub init, Edvardi, p.20. 


aboye- 
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above- ſpecified. There is nothing in nature, 
for inſtance, wherein People are more ob- 
noxious and prone to run into Superſtition than 
in the matter of Ceremonies; this was never 
more viſible than at the time the Reformation 
took place; but as our Church has purg' d 
its Service (at leaſt in my opinion) of all that 
may juſtly be thought ſuperſtitious, and tied 


us down to thoſe which are not, we cannot 


keep ourſelves more ſafe in this reſpect, than 


by keeping within the Bounds that She has 


preſcrib'd. 


Acain with reſpe&t to Party-Diſtinction 
in our Publick Devotion, than which ſcarcel 
any thing can be more contrary to the Spi- 
rit of Chriſtianity, or portend greater Evil; 
to this Church and Nation: Let but every 
one make it his Buſineſs to obſerve the Law 


and the Rubrick, doing that, and that only 


which they injoin, and there will be no Party, 


10 Diſtinction viſible amongſt us; we ſhall 


be as a City at Unity within itſelf : for no Man 
ought to be ſuppos d to act with any private 


or party Views, whilſt he does only what is 


by Publick Authority injoin d. 


As to what I call anneceſſary Objections: 
The Diſſenters will be no more able to up- 
braid us, that we have fram'd an Eſtabliſh- 
ment which we will not be bound by our- 
ſelves; and in our Acts of Uniformity laid a 
Yoke ypon their Necks, which neither we, nor 
our Forefathers, ever could bear. Then will 


they have reaſon to believe, we do in __ 
: ; thin 
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think our Church the beſt conſtituted in the 
World, when they ſee us religiouſly obſer- 
vant of its Conſtitutions. And thus finally by 
our own regular Example and Practice ſhall 
we beſt aſſert the Principles of our Reforma- 
tion, and beſt conſult the Preſervation and 


rive from it. 


Proſperity of the happy Eſtabliſhment we de- 


THERE is no want of Evidence thro* the 
Courſe of this Diſquiſition, how far I am from 
being ſingular or unſupported in theſe Opi- 
nions: were it neceſſary I could ſtill pro- 
duce a Cloud of Witneſſes, and thoſe of the 
beſt Rank and Quality, and moſt undoubted 
Affection to the Church of England. As a 
brief Specimen, let the Reader take the Teſti- 
monies here following; and ſome few others, 
as too long for this Place, I ſhall inſert in 
the Appendix, h 


Trar moſt excellent Lord Falkland, of 
whom ſuch glorious Things are ſpoken by our 
noble Hiſtorian, having occaſion to point out 
the Pretences of thoſe who in his Time had 
been the great Sticklers for the Impoſition 


of arbitrary Ceremonies, ſcrupled not in plain 


Terms to declare A little Search would 
« find them to have been the Deſtruction of 
Uni v under pretence 0POnirormity ; 
and to have brought in Superſtition and 
& Scandal under the Titles of Reverence and 
«© Decency T. 


+ Speech in Husband's Collection, p. 188. . 
| SOON 
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Soo after this, not only the Lords and 
Commons, in order to prevent the Miſeries 
which then threatned the Church and Nation 
from ſuch like Practices, came into proper 
meaſures to put an effectual Stop to them 
for the future; but alſo the KING himſelf 


declar'd by Publick Proclamation his Royal 


Command——+*< That no Parſons, Vicars, or 
<« Curates in their ſeveral Pariſhes ſhould pre- 
c ſume to introduce any Rites or Ceremonies 
& other than thoſe which were eſtabliſh'd 
<« by the Laws and Satutes of the Land *.” 
ConsonanrT hereto alſo the Biſhops them- 
ſelves at the Savoy Conference did openly avow, 
That Conformity to the Law was the juſt 
«© Rule and Meaſure of the Church's Unity.“ 
And again, ſay they, We heartily deſire that 
«© no Innovations ſhould be brought into the 


„ Church, or Ceremonies, which have no Foun- 


ce dation in the Law of the Land, impos'd ||.” 


THziR Lordſhips ſeem here to ſpeak as 


Men who had a juſt and feeling Senſe of the 
unhappy Conſequences ever to be dreaded 
from the contrary Practice ; concerning which, 


3 wo —— 


* Ruſhworth's Collection, Part gd. Vol. p. 457. The 
Order of the Houſe of Lords we find to the ſame effect, p. 387. 
That of the Houſe of Commons (p. 386.) has this particu- 
lar, viz. * That all corporal BowinG towards the Eaſt-End 
« of the Church, Chapel, or Chancel, or towards the Com- 
« munion-Table be henceforth forborn.“ 

I Biſhops Anſwer to the Diſſenting Miniſters Propoſals. 
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to do them juſtice, none have more emphati- 
cally expreſs'd themſelves than thoſe of their 
own high Order F. Nor can Men be taught 
their Duty herein in fewer Words than thoſe of 
our Commentator above-cited on the Common- 
Prayer: Let them neither go above nor 
c beneath the Rule which the Church has 
C preſcrib'd “.“ 7 


Ts alſo a moſt pleaſant Thing to behold 
with what wonderful Harmony, after all, the 
Author of the Beauty of Holineſs, in the foreſaid 
Book, himſelf joins in this good Advice. What 
«© Rule then, my Beloved, would You: de- 
e fire for your Behaviour in the Church? 
« The beſt, the only Rule, is to obſerve the 
Rules laid down in her Rubrics 3 not to go 
* beyond them in doing more or le; but 
« conforming in all things to her Orders, in 
Lime, in Voice, and in GesTuREs, Ye ſhall 
<< not fail to worſhip the Lord in the Bzxauty 
« of HoLinsss I.“ | 


* 


* 


ConsonAnT hereto alſo the Doctor, in 
his firſt Sermon upon DR EN Y and OR DER, 
has an additional Note expreſly to inform his 
Readers, that RuBrics are the Rules or 
Orders directing How, Mben, and Where 
% all Taings in Divine Service are to be per- 
« form'd.“ | 


— 


„— 


+ Appendix, Numb. a. & 3. 
* Dr. Nicholls's Preface, p. 13. 2. v. 
P. 167. : 
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Tus is this Grand Maſter of the Cere. 
monies, after all our Debate about them, moſt 
happily agreed with me as to their 
cCerti denique Fines, 
Quos ultra, citrave, nequit conſiſtere Rectun. 


His Words, upon the whole, do ſo exactly | 
ſpeak my own Senſe of the Matter, that ! | 
could not poſſibly have found thoſe that would 
have been more expreſſive of it: Nor ſhould 
L ever deſire to bring the Point in Diſpute to 
another Iſue, being intirely of accord with 
.that impartial Foreigner Rapin, who having 
attentively ſurvey*d our Hiſtory as an uncon- 
cern*d Spectator, has thus deliver'd his Opi- 
nion : „The only Method that can in 
<« time reſtore Peace and Tranquility, is to 
let the Government remain upon its antient 
«© Foundations ; and the CHURCH in the Con- 
edition wherein the Reformation plac'd it. 


K_— «a a « © ht ED 


In this Concluſion I cannot but hope, all 
things conſider'd, not a few of the iſeſt and 
beſt Part of the Nation will cordially agree 
with me: Nor do I expect any Reply from 
Others but by the way of Cavil and Calumny, 
for which I am prepar'd: nor ſhall I be in the 
teaft ſurpriz*d, for inſtance, to hear— That 
I might have ſhew'd more Reſpe& to the 
Notions and Practice of the Fatbers: That 
tis a meer Trifle I have taken all this Pains 
about : That I might much better have em- 
ploy'd my Time ſome other way. To which 


 * Hiſtory of Whig and Tory, p. 108. 
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Claſs of Criticks, as*tis more than probable I 
may have no juſt Cauſe to attend to them 
hereafter, I ſhall give this ſhort Anſwer be- 
forehand. | 


FisRT, as to Argumefits found in the Books 


of the Antient»Fathers, they have too often 
this Reſemblance of Bodies found in ancient 
Sepulchres,.— They appear at firſt perfect and 
intire to the Eye, and ſtrike us with Awe 


and Reverence; yet touch them but with one 


Finger, and they fall all to pieces: i. e. they 
are Arguments that may have ſomewhat of 
a rational and venerable Form, but won't bear 
handling. 


THERE is no doubt alſo but the Fathers 
have their Excellencies, and I ſhall lay it 
down as an inviolable Maxim, That wherein 
ſoever they have excell'd, they ought to be 


eſteem'd, and had in double Hoxour, for their 


Works ſake and for their Age: And tho' I can- 
not bring myſelf, with ſome, to dote upon 
their Infirmities, yet neither do I think they 
ought to be — 2 than is neceſſary, 
to prevent others from being impor d upon by 
them : which is but too oft the Caſe; inſo- 
much that Biſhop Jewel, in the Epiſtle before 
his Reply to Harding, found himſelf oblig'd 
to leave this ſevere Obſervation to Poſterity: 
„There is no way ſo eaſy to beguile the 
Simple, as the Name and S of the 
Antient Fathers.” 


82 Bor 
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BuT as to the Importance itſelf of m 
Subject: Some there are, I find, who affect 
to paſs it off with an Air of Contempt, not 
foreſeeing, I ſuppoſe, on whom that Contempt 
will fall: for if one Side of the Queſtion be 
contemptible, ſo is the other alſo. And yet 
how zealouſly has it been eſpous'd of old by 
the Fathers, I had almoſt ſaid, upon Childiſh 
Reaſons! How has it been nurs'd and cul- 
tivated by the moſt favourite Sons of our 
preſent Church, even to this very day ! How 
has it triumph'd over our Kubrics and our 
Laws, and become a leading and a reigning 
Ceremony in almoſt all Places of Publick De- 
votion! How is it deckt with the Robes of 
Truth and Orthodoxy, and introduc'd into the 


Cloſets of Princes Þ ! 


Now why all this Care, and Zeal, and 


. Contention for it, eſpecially amongſt thoſe who 


cannot but know there is nothing in the Thing 
itſelf, unleſs it be in conſideration of its Secret 
Services, and a certain natural Tendency it 
has to promote Somewhat they have more at 
heart? | 


I MrenT here obſerve alſo, Tis for lack 
of Reading many are apt to conclude the 
Caſe of the Kebla is a Caſe of no Importance; 
ſince Hiſtory will inform us the Change of 
the Point of Worſhip has been found generally 


+ Dr. Biſle's Beauty of Holineſs wa, dedicated to tho 
Queen 1728, | 
neceſſary 
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neceſſary to the greateſt Revolutions in Reli- 
gion. The firſt Reformer in the World, if 
we may credit Fo/ephus, was Abrabam : He, 
ſays the Hiſtorian T, firſt undertook to 
« rectify the receiv'd erroneous Opinions of 


« Men touching the Deity.” And in order 


to this, we may learn from Majemoniaes ||, 
He chang'd their Kebla from Eaſt to Weſt ; 
that ſo he might draw them off from the 
Idolatry of the Sun, which at that time univer- 
fally prevail'd. Twill be alſo perhaps no ill 
Conjecture, that one great Reaſon of the 
Chriſtians returning to the Eaſt again, was 
to wean their Jewiſh Proſelytes from the Tem- 
ple Service. The Impoſtor Mabomet alſo ſet- 
ting up a New Religion, tho' at firſt he was 
of accord with the Jews in making Feruſalem 
the Center of Worſhip, ſoon found it proper 
to ſet up a New Kebla t, diſtin&t both from 
that of the Jews and Chriſtians, 


Or the Senſe of our own Reformers in the 
Caſe, and what they have done of this Nature, 
no more needs be ſaid, than that, as the Expe- 


dient was found neceſſary of old, to ſtop the 


' Idolatrous Worſhip of the Heſt of Heaven, fo 
in the latter times was it highly requiſite Some- 
thing of like Sort ſhould be injoin'd, in order 
to check the like Worſhip of that other Hoſt, 
which had then almoſt univerſally obtain'd 
to the Scandal of the Chriſtian Name. 


— 
— — 


Antiq. I. 1. c. 7. 
More Nevoch. Part 3. c. 45. 
+ See his Life by Prideaux, p. 92 
Bur, 
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Bur, to ſay all at once, the Importance of 
any Subject is beſt ſeen from its Conſequences 
and Effects, of which perhaps, with regard 
to the Ceremony inguir d into, it will be thought 
I have already ſhewn too much. I ſhall there- 
fore only add, —There are Poiſons which are 
never the leſs ſure for being flow, and almoſt 


imperceptible in their Operations. 


Bur I might have employ'd myſelf much 
better: We ought” (ſaid a great and wiſe 
Prelate) “ zo confider the Times : Superſtition 
« is an Evil; but Infidelity a much greater.” 
Others have thought This may admit of ſome 
Diſpute 3 and that *tis hard to ſay which has 


been more diſpleaſing to God, or more de- 


ſtructive of Mankind. Nay, we had once a 
Metropolitan of all England, who ſerupled not 
openly to preach, that there was One ſort 
« of Religion worſe than none at all.“ For my 


. own Part, I do not pretend 10 judge of the 


Times : but, with great Submiſſion, cannot 
conceive it to be the higheſt Chriſtian Pru- 
dence for us, at any Time, ſo to bend all 
our Forces againſt fidelity, as to leave the 
Avenues to Superſtition intirely unguarded, and 
the Faith of Chriſt daily expos'd to its In- 
curſions. Tis much as if we ſhould embark 
our whole Strength in a Cruſado againſt the 
Turk, without the leaſt Suſpicion in the mean 
time of his Holineſs the Pope. The Evils are 
both great enough, God knows ; from which 
of the two we are to apprehend the moſt real 


. and imminent Danger to our Church and State, 


may deſerve our Conſideration, 
UT 


Worſviping towards the E AST. 


Bur be this as it may: As nothing con- 


tributes more to the Infidelity of one Part of 


Mankind, than the Sperſtition of another, the 
meaneſt Author that obviates Saperſtition, may 
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be much better ſaid to prevent Infidelity, tan 


whoever he is that in a ſuperſtitions Manner 
formally declaims againſt it. 


I Have This Account alſo to give of the 
Time and Pains I have ſpent in this Matter 
— That they have been employ'd upon a Sub- 
ject not foreign to my Vocation : but what ma 
be call'd the proper Buſineſs of a Divine; and 
more eſpecially of a Clergyman of the Church 

of England as by Law eſtabliſh'd. We may 
 fay alſo of Engriries into Sacred Antiquity, what- 
ever is the Point propos'd, as one of our own 
Poets once faid upon another Occaſion—— 
« The SEARCH it/elf rewards the Pain.” 
Should the profe/s*d Object of our Enquiry 
turn to little Account, yet Occaſional Diſco- 
veries will ariſe that may more than recom- 
penſe our Labours. Tus, if what has been 
advanc'd touching the General Situation of the 
Arſt- built Churches, will bear the Teſt of Exa- 
mination, we have here a Point reſtor'd, which 
(as far as my Reading informs me) has been 
for many Ages loft even to the Learned World: 
And This too I may call a Point of Conſe- 
quence ; fince were it plac'd to the beſt Ad- 
vantage, I know not any Argument from An- 
tiguity more proper to repel the ſubtile and 
audacious Encroachments of Iran/ubtantiation, 
or however bodily Preſence in the Sacrament of 
the 
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the Lord's Supper. The juſt Improvement 
of it therefore I heartily recommend to Thoſe 
of Learning, Leiſure, and Opportunity; who 
are Maſters, as we ſay, of their own Time, as 
well as of Antiquity, and who enjoy that in- 
valuable Felicity of being able to chuſe their 
Books and Converſation. 


Acain, the Church of England, and in- 
deed Chriſtians of all Denominations have been 
of late ſo immoderately teiz'd and inſulted 
with the P/eudo- Apoſtolick-Conſtitutions Þ, that 

I hope what new Light my Subject has ſup- 
plied towards the Detection of the Impoſture, 
will not be unacceptable to the Publick ; nor 
can their modern Patron be offended at it, ſince 

tis what He has ſo importunately demanded, 
I might here alſo ſubjoin, that the Conſidera- 

tion he has laſt offer*d|| for their being Genuine, 
taken from the Helleniſtical Stile wherein they 
are wrote, tho? *tis a Remark for which he 

. ſeems indebted to his very learned Friend 
Mr. Waſſe, and relies upon as a principal or 
head Argument, has palpably a ſoft 'place in 
it; ſince nothing is more neceſſary or natural 
for a Perſon that counterfeits Antiquity than 
to affect the Stile of the Age he pretends to. 
Nor can it be denied, but that we have ſad 
Cauſe to lament the dreadful Wickedneſs of 
the Primitive Times in the Way of Forgery, 
which never more abounded. The Author of 


_—_. 
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+ See the Hiſt. Memoirs, Ed. 2. P. 24. See alſo I Jay upon 
the Conſtitutions paſlim. 
' Hiſi. Mem. p. 21. , 
dle 
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the Conſtitutions (with what Advantage to 
his Cauſe let the World determine) more than 
once obſerves and condemns it 1 8 i 5. 7 
and in my humble Opinion, the « Gall 
logy to be made for his own great > a — 
in, is that of a Prous FR AUD: But as I am 
full rſuaded that He, who is the preſent, 

hope, laſt, Defender of theſe /purious 
— will entirely agree with me that 
all Frauds are impious, and more eſpeciall 
where Religion is concern'd; ſo I only wi 
he would ſeriouſly conſider, that the Wit of 
Man could not poſſibly have devis'd a more 
effectual and inexhauſtible Source of Fxavpy 
and PrRIESTCRAFT than the Suppoſition, if 
admitted, that the DocMaTa of the Fathers 
were certain Traditionary Secrets of the Church, 
of more ſacred Authority than the Scriptures. 


+ Lib. 6. c.16. Vide etiam, Lib, 8. Can, 60. 
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POSTSCRIPT 


In relation to a Paragraph in a Sermon of 
the Biſhop of Litehſield and Coventry. 


WCARCE were the foregoing Pa- 
* VJ pers finiſh'd, and tranſcrib'd fair 
ON )) for the Preſs, when there was put 

into my hands a Sermon of the Right 
Reverend the Lord Biſhop of Litchfield and 
Coventry, preach'd by his Lordſhip in the 
Cathedral of Landaff, whilſt Treaſurer of that 
Church, concerning The Reverence due 10 
« the Houſe of God.” Together with the 
- Sermon, I receiv'd a Letter alſo, of a nature 
ſomewhat extraordinary, deſiring me, in par- 
ticular, to conſider the Paſſage here follow- 


ing. (Ser. p. 10.) 


« A reverential Bewing of the Body upon 

« our Entrance into the Church, and likewiſe 
e turning ourſelves in ſome Parts of Divine 
Service towards the EAST, in memory of 
the Eaſtern Paradiſe which we loſt (agree- 
« ably to the Original of that Practice, as 
& affign'd by St. Ba/i!) as well as in remem- 
4 brance of Feruſalem, the Scene of our Lord's 
„ Sufferings, and in hopes of a better Para- 
« diſe, 


** 


POSTSCRIPT. 
« diſe, and an heavenly Zeru/alem ; Theſe 
“ Poſtures of Devotion, I ſay, are practis'd 
60 Dy our Church with great Moderation and 
© Temper.” | 


My Anſwer is, that his Lordſhip is no 


profeſs*'d Myſtiologiſt, and that this Paſſage, 
more eſpecially. ſeems to be no ſtudied Part 
of his Sermon, but rather to be owing to the 
early Impreſſions of Reading without examin- 
ing, and an implicit Reſignation to Antiquity 
and Cuſtom : and thus much I hope I may be 
allow'd to ſay, without any manner of Re- 
flexion upon his Lordſhip, or the leaſt In- 
tention of detracting from his eſtabliſh'd Re- 

utation : ſince *tis what not a few Perſons 
of undoubted. Parts and Piety have acknow- 
ledg*d to me to have been the very Caſe with 
themſelves in this Aﬀair, which they were 
afterwards ſatisfied would not bear Examina- 
tion: Nor can I ſuppoſe, till better inform'd, 
that his Lordſbip, upon Second Thoughts, 
would inſiſt upon either of the Ceremonies 
here ſpecified ; becauſe they will appear to 
have no Place in our Conſtitution, and there- 
fore, as has been ſhewn, they ought to have 
none in our Practice. | 


As for Bowing at our entring into our 
Churches, I do not diſpute hut that it was 
an Antient Cuſtom but as it had been much 
abus'd, *twas therefore at eur Reformation 
aboliſb'd : and if we have no Authority to in- 
troduce it ſince, I do not ſee how the Keveren- 


tial Manner of doing a wrong Thing can ever 
2 make 
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bove; I beg leave therefore to refer my 


Jett; and ſhall remind him only of the Rea- 


| tices in Publick Devotion, viz. becauſe there 


. why may we not, if we pleaſe, continue do- 


| 


POSTSCRIPT. 


make it right. On the contrary, twas the 
Opinion, we have ſeen, of our firſt Reformer 
that „If any Man ſhall uſe the Old Rites, 


and thereby diſobey the Superiour Power; 


<« the Devotion of his Ceremonies is made nought 
% by his Diſobedience.” For which They 
inſtance the Caſe of Saul's Sacrifice, &c *, 


Tuls Buſineſs of Bowing has been more 
than once touch'd upon in the Diſcourſe a- 


Reader to what has there occur'd on the Sub. 


ſon why Biſhop Bede! was abſolutely againſt 
it, and all other arbitrary and aſſum'd Prac- 


«a So @++23_ Swans ee A . a 1 


was no knowing where they would ſtop. 
This perhaps cannot be better exemplified than 


in what we are now ſpeaking of: For if we 


may take upon us by virtue of any private 
Judgment, to bow at our entring into Cburch; 


ing it every Step we make from the Entrance 
to the Altar, and ſo back again, even thro' 
the whole Length of the Sanftuary ? which no 
leſs a Perſon than the Author of the Beauty 
of Holineſs is pleas'd to obſerve might be well 
requir d. And This alſo may appriſe us of 
the Importance of learned Dr. Holſeworih's Ob- 
ſervation upon Legal Ceremonies, or our keep- 
ing to thole only which the Law preſcribes, 
viz. that they then ſerve as Boundaries 


+ + — loo 2 mb mo 
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See the Council's Injunctions and Articles to the Biſhop 
of London, 1549. 
; „ againſt 
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« againſt all viſible Extravagancies . Nor 
ſhall we, when we conſider theſe Thing 
any longer doubt of the Truth and Juſtice ? 
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Lord Falkland's Remark, that there were Thoſe - 


who had brought in Superſtition and Scandal 
under the Titles of Reverence and Decency. 
The firſt mention I have ever met with of 
this Reverential Bowing in Chriſtian Churches, 
was to the Clergy ; in proceſs of time Lan 
directed to the Great Crucifix plac'd facing 
the Weſt Door ; and, in the end, to what is 
above · ſtil'd ihe Breaden God upon the Altar. 
I ſhall only here add, that as This and the 
like ſuſpicious Practices are well known to 
have conduc'd not a little to the Troubles of 
the laſt Age, it might be thought a Crime 
in Some to revive them in the preſent, 


As to his Lordſbip's Reaſons, why we ſhould 
make our Bows towards the Eaſt rather than 
towards any other Quarter, and particularly 
as to that which He ſeems to think an Ori- 
ginal One, and which (in a common Senſe of 
the Word) may paſs for ſuch, I am willing 
to abide by what has been already ſaid in 
both Parts of my Diſquiſition. 


Tat Particular Parts of Divine Service, 
with relation to which his Lordſhip ſpeaks of 
our turning ourſelves towards the EasT, are, 
I ſuppoſe, more eſpecially, the Repetition of 
our Creeds, Now the Rubric before the Ni- 
cene Creed having expreſly injoin'd the Mini- 


Appendix, Numb. 3. 


ſter 
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fre. 


ſter to ſtand as He did before, viz. toward; 


the People, any Turning at all in him on this 
occaſion is ſpecially prohibited ; and therefore 
falls directly under the Condemnation of Dr. 
Biſſe in the Words following, though ſpoke 
upon another occaſion : There is a Will 
&« Worſhip which may err, becauſe acting of 
« its own Will and Pleaſure, not guided by 
Direction: but in the preſent Caſe it mut 
err, becauſe not ſubmitting to Direction: All 
« Zeal muſt be according to Command as 
« well as Knowledge f.“ 


THERE is another Circumſtance alſo which 
makes the Doctor's Concluſion ſtill more per- 
tinent to our preſent Purpoſe. The Publick 
Repetition of our Creeds (as the Doctor elſe- 
where well obſerves) is “ chiefly with regard 
« to Men; before whom as hereby we give 
« Glory to God, ſo we call upon others to 
« be Witneſſes, Approvers, and Followers of 


our Faith.“ Now what can be more 


prepoſterous and abſurd than for us, (eſpe- 
cially in our Cathedrals, where the Seats or Stalls 
are ſo admirably calculated to anſwer all theſe 


good Ends propos'd) than for us, I ſay, to take 


this unaccountable Turn all of a ſudden ; and at 
the very Inſtant of our Confeſſion to defeat 
and ruin, in great meaſure, the chief Intents 
of it? We may well therefore query, in the 
Words of our Doctor, What Apology can 
«© be made for this Practice, which is forbid- 


— A. 


+ Ser.1. of Decency and Order in Publick Worſhip. 
} Beauty of Holineſs, p. GS. 2. v. | 
I den 


„ — b n I»»„ trot. So. 1 
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« den by the Rubric, as well as abſurd in its 
« Nature; and ſo contrary not only to Com 
« mand, but to Common Senſe Þ f? 


Tazse few curſory Remarks I hope ma 
ſuffice for the Occaſion giv'n. Twas, I — 
own, matter of much Surpriſe and Concern 
to me, to find ſuch an open Deviation fr 


our Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, once more pro- 


moted by a Father of our Church, both from 
the Pulpit and the Preſs. At the ſame time 
alſo, it was with no leſs Pleaſure I beheld the 
great Moderation and Temper his Lordſhip pro- 
feſſes in the matter: by which, if I underſtand 
him aright, his Lordſhip would not that any 
one ſhould be the worſe thought of for not 
coming into Practices of this nature; much 
leſs that he ſhould be publickly revil'd, and 
traduc'd as a Falſe Brother, or ever the leſs 
affected to the Church of England. 


Txo* I cannot but think it is high Time 
a Stand ſhould be made for the Principles of 
the Reformation, before all Zeal for it be ut- 
terly extinct amongſt us, and heartily wiſh 
ſuch Efforts in its favour were more com- 
mon; yet is there nothing (except a juſt Con- 
formity) wherein I ſhould more rejoice, than 
to ſee All thoſe, who concur in theſe ſupereroga- 
tory Obſervances, profeſſing the ſame Modera- 
tion and Temper. A moderate Nonconformity 
on either Side, whether beneath or above the 
Rule, is certainly much preferable to that 


+ Decenc; and Order, ubi ſupra. 


which 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

which is rigid and violent: and there is, in ſhort, 
very little to be ſaid for Thoſe, who, while 
they are even furious for their own Additions 
to our eſtabliſh'd Ceremonies, cannot bear 
with an Omiſion of the leaſt Punctilio in 
others. Hear only their common Language 
from the Memorial, ſo call'd, of the Church 
of England. If the Site Obſervation of 
© the Rubric and the Canons denominates a 
« Man a High-Churchman, then every Pref- 
e byrer of the Church of England is, or ought 
& to be, a High-Churchnian : for no private 
" Ane or ſingle Prelate of the Church, nay 
ce no Number of them, how great ſoever, 
& can or ought (unleſs according to the legal 
e ſtated Form and Manner of doing ſuch 
< things) to diſpenſe with or alter the Rules 
and Orders of the Church, which they 
c have upon the Sacrament ſworn and pro- 
« mis'd under their hand to obey. But if 
<« there be any ſo hardy and conceited of their 
| © own Gifts, Light and Prudence, as to diſ- 
© penſe with what the Church has injoin*d, in 
6 * performance of their Office as Pxięſts or 
« Biſhops, their Preſumption therein 81 fo = 
«© from being commendable as the Refult of 
«© MoDpERATION, that it involves them in 
the Guilt of Contumacy, Schiſm and wilful 
5 2 Perjury: Crimes of ſo black a 
e, that we hope none of the Clergy are 

"00 her rd with them.“ 
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APPENDIX. 
CONTAINING 


The Original Authorities for ſome 


things before mentioned, which could 
not conveniently be inſerted in their 
proper place. 


NUM B. I. 


Extract from a Sermon of LE O the 
Great, upon Chriſtmas-Day 1443. 


E talibus Inſtitutis etiam illa genera- 
mur Impictas, ut Sol, inchoatione 
diurne lucis exurgens, a quibuſdam 
inſipientioribus de locis eminentioribus 
adoretur : quod nonnulli etiam Chriſtiani adeo 
ſe religios? facere putant, ut priuſquam ad beati 
Petri Apoſtoli Baſilicam, que uni Deo vivo & 
vero eft dedicata, perveniant; ſuperatis gradi- 
bus quibus ad ſuggeſtum Area T ſuperioris ad- 


7 All the Copies I have yet ſeen, read here Aræ ſuperio- 
ris: but the 3 made, I ſubmit to the Critics. 
U ſeenditur, 


APPENDIX. 


ſcenditur, converſo corpore ad naſcentem ſe So- 


lem refletant, & curvatis cervicibus in hong- 
rem ſe — Orbis inclinent. Quod feri 
partim Ignorantiæ vitio, partim Paganitatis 
ſpiritu, multum tabeſcimus & dolemus. Quia, 
etſi quidam forte Creatorem potius pulchri lu- 
minis, quam ipſum lumen, quod eſt Creatura, 
venerantur, abſtinendum tamen eſt ab ips4 bu- 
juſmodi ſpecie Officii ; quam cum in noſtris. inve- 
nit, qui Deorum cultum reliquit, nonne hanc 


ſecum partem Opinionis vetuſtæ tanquam pro- 


babilem retinebit, quam Chriſtians & Impiis vi- 


dierit efſe communem? Abjiciatur ideo a Con- 


ſuetudine Fidelium damnanda Perverſitas, nec 
Honor uni Deo debitus eorum Ritibus, qui Crea- 
ture inſerviunt, miſceatur —= Noli eſſe deditus 
illi Lumini quo Volucres & Serpentes, quo Beſtiæ 
& Pecudes, quo Muſce deleftantur & Vermes, 
Lucem corpoream Senſu tange corporeo, & tolo 
mentis affectu illud verum Lumen amplectare, 
guod illuminat omnem hominem venientem in 


unc mundum, & de quo dicit Propheta, ** Ac- 


<< cedite ad eum, & illuminamini, & vultus 
<< yeſtri non erubeſcent:“ Si enim J. 


Zi ſimus, & Spiritus Dei habitat in Nobis, plus 


eſt quod Fidelis quiſque habet in ſud anima, quam 
quod miratur in cælo. Non utique vobis (Dilec- 
tifſimi!) hoc aut indicimus aut ſuademus, ut 
deſpiciatis opera Dei, aut contrarium aliquid Fidei 
veſtre, in iis que Deus bonus bona condidit, 
eſtimetis: ſed ut omni Creaturarum Specie, & 
univerſo hujus mundi ornatu, rationabiliter & 
temperanter utamin :. 


NUMB. 
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NUM Z. II. | 


| Biſhop Bedel, p. 27. 


E [ Bedel] thought Conformity was an 
exact adhering to the Rubric ; and 

that the adding any New Rite or Cere- 
mony was as much Nonconformity, as the 
paſſing over thoſe that were preſcrib'd: So 
that He would not uſe thoſe Bowings and 
Geſticulations that grew ſo much in faſhion, 
that Men's Afettions were meaſur*d by them. 
He had too good an Underſtanding not to 
conclude Theſe Things were not unlawful 
in themſelves z but he had obſerv*'d, that 
when once the Humour of adding new 
Rites and Ceremonies got into the Church, 
it went on by a fatal Increaſe, till it had 
rown up to that Bulk to which we find 
it ſwell'd in the Church of Rome. And 
this began ſo early, and grew ſo faſt, 
that St. Auſtin complain'd of it in his Time; 
ſaying, that the Condition of Chriſtians 
was then more uneaſy by that Yoke of 
Obſervances, than that of the Jews had 
been. And therefore Bede! thought the 


adhering to Eſtabliſt'd Laws and Rules was 


a certain and d Thing, whereas Superſti- 
tion was infinite. So He was againſt All 


Innovations, or arbitrary and aſſum'd Prac- 
2 e ices; 


from Biſhop Burnet's Life of 
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« tices; and ſo much the more, when Men 
c were diſtinguiſh'd, and. markt out for Prefer- 
« ment, by that which, in ſtriftneſs of Law, 
« was a thing that deſerv'd Puniſhment. For 
« in the Act of Uniformity, made in the 
«« firſt Year of Queen Elizabeth's Reign, it 
«« was made highly penal to uſe any other 


«© Rite or Ceremony, Order or Form, ei- 


« ther in the Sacraments, or in Morning 
« or Evening-Prayers, than what was men- 
< tioned and ſet forth in that Book T. And 
this was particularly intended to reſtrain 
« Some that were leven'd with the Su- 
4 perſtition, and yet, for ſaving their Bene- 
«_ fices, might conform to the New Ser- 
« vice, but retain ſtill with it many of the 
Old Rites in Sacred Offices. And it ſeems 
c our Legiſlators were of the ſame mind when 
&« the laſt AF of Uniformity was paſs' d: for 
e there is a Special Proviſo in it, that no 
Kites or Ceremonies ſhould be openly us'd 


nin any Church, other than what were ap- 


t pointed and preſcrib'd to be ugd in and 
e by the ſaid Book. Therefore He conti- 
* nued to make the Rubric the Meaſure of 
his Conformity, as well before his Promo- 


<« tion, as after it.“ 


— 


+ The ſame Opinion we have alſo in Watſon's Com- 


plete Incumbent (Folio, p. 321.) thus expreſs'd ——< Note, 


© that all Rites and Ceremonies appointed in and by the 
« Book of Common-Prayer, are ſtrictly to be usd, and 
* NONE OTHER; and the Party offending is puniſhable by 
« Indictment upon the Statute 14 Car. II. cap. 4. or upon 
** Statute 1 Eliz. cap. 1. or by the Ordinary.” 


To 


APPENDIX 


To this Account of Biſhop Burnet's, I 
ſhall add Part of Biſhop Bedel's Character, 
in the Words of Dr. Bernard, who was Dean 


of Kilmore, a time when Bedel was made 


Biſhop of that Sce. To which I ſhall ſub- 


join the Teſtimony given him by Sir H. Wot- 


ton to King Charles I. when he was recom- 


mended to his Majeſty to be made Provoſt 


of the College at Dublin. 


« In relation to the Liturgy of the 
« Church of England, He gave this Direc- 
«© tion, viz. to obſerve whatſoever was in- 
« join'd in the Rubric, without Addition or 
« Diminution: not to be led by Cuſtom, but 
by Rule.“ Character of Biſhop Bedel. 


— I Au bound in all Conſcience and 
« Truth to affirm of him, that I think hard- 
« ly a fitter Man for that Charge could have 
© been propounded unto your Majeſty in 
« your whole Kingdom, for ſingular Eru- 
e dition and Piety, Conformity to the Rites 
« of the Church, and Zeal to advance the 
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« Cauſe of God.” Letter from Sir H. . 


in Walton's Lives, p. 135. 
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NUM B. III. 


Extract from Biſhop Gauden s Life o 
Horn 4. and 4 where he feud 
how the Church of England came to 
fall after ſo rational 4 Defence as 
Mr. Hooker's, and ſo reſolute a De- 


Fender as King Charles the Firſt. 
6 HIS is certain, that the Strength 
00 of the Church of England was much 


decay d and undermin'd, before it was 
<< openly batter'd ; partly by ſome ſuper- 
* fluous, illegal, and unauthoris'd Innovations 
* in Point of Ceremony, which ſome Men 
affected to uſe in Publick, and impoſe 
upon others; which provok'd People to 


Jealouſy and Fury, even againſt Things 


„ lawful, every Man judging truly, That the 
„ Meaſure of all public Obedience ought to be 
&* the publick Laus: partly by a ſupine Neg- 
0 left in others of the main Matters in which 
the Kingdom of God, the Peace of Con- 
e ſcience, and the Church's Happineſs do 


chiefly conſiſt ; while they were immode- 


* 


rately intent upon meer Formalities, and 


more zealous for an outward Conformity 
„to thoſe Shadows, than for that inward or 
e outward Conformity with Chriſt in holy 
« Hearts and unblameable Lives, which moſt 


e adorn true Religion.” 
| | « HENCE 


% Hex (as the learned Dr. Holfworth 
obſerves in his firſt Lecture) . did the vigilant 
Enemies of the Church of England take 
« their Riſe: by theſe Leaks in our own Sides 


« the Waters came in which ſank us. Not 


« that Legal Conformity was either the Sin 
« or Shame of this Church, or any good 
« Man: decent Ceremonies, or Rites for 
% Solemnity, as Motes in the Sun, neither ad- 
« ding to the facred Light of Religion, nor 
« detracting from it, where the Conſcience is 
pure, — the Life unſpotted: But to be 
« ſuper-ceremonial, or ſolely-ceremonial, is no 
« leſs Folly, than to be anti-ceremonial for 
ae jt doth not only prejudice the Wiſdom and 


Authority of the Church, as if it wholly, 


«© or too much, doted on theſe petty Mat- 
« fers, (which is the great Blemiſh and juſt 
« Blame of the Church of Rome, where too 
« much of Ceremonies hath ſmother'd and 
« gyerlay'd much of the True Religion, as 
«© Aſhes do the Fire) but it gives an Advan- 
« tage to the novelizing Inſolency of its Adver- 
de ſaries, as great as Dalilah did to the Phi- 
« liſtines againſt Sampſon, when by cutting off 
« his Hair ſhe bereav'd him of his great 
« Strength; not that it lay in his Hair, no 
«© more than the Health, Honour, and Hap- 
* pineſs of the Church of England lies in its 
e legal Ceremonies. But Theſe are ſuch Pub- 
lick Inſtances and Evidences of its Autho- 
„ rity, /uch Boundaries againſt all viſible Ex- 
„ travagancies, ſuch Demonſtrations of its 
« Unanimity, ſuch Ties and Bonds of _ 
| cc IC 
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„the Law, he wants nothing 


. abasgd by any Private Ju ment.“ 


- 
APPENDIX. 
« lick Uniformity, and ſuch Ornaments of 
« reyerend Solemnity, or viſible Santtity, 
« that whoever openly deſpiſeth, forſaketh, 
«© or violateth the Authority and Wiſdom of 
e the Church in theſe things, either adding to 
« or taking from its Cuſtoms or Conſtitutions, 
« takes the courſe either to betray or deſtroy 
« her. For fancying Himſelf to be wiſer than 
| but Power to 
« make him Maſter of it; that ſo he and 
&« his Party may (as Ful.Cz/ar) become D1c- 
«© TATORS to the Publick. Nothing keeps 
<< the Peace of any Polity, Eccleſiaſtical; or 
Civil, ſo ſure as the ſtrict keeping of all 
«« Men to its Laws, without going to the 
„ Right hand or to the Left: No Man may 
« diminiſh from or add to Publick Conſtitu- 
c tions; which, like current Coin, are ſtampt 
ec with the Image of Supreme Wiſdom: and 
« Authority, and may not be clipt or defac'd 
4 by any Private Hand, nor yet beighten'd or 


